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World goes crazy 

Millions celebrate hope for ’90s 


WASHINGTON, Jan 1, (Agencies): The 1990s began with the world assessing the 
remarkable changes wrought in the last year — with some countries finding cause 
for great optimism and ottos doubt. 

Romanians, still ecstatic over the revolution that brought down dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu less than two weeks ago, were reassured by interim president 
Ion Iliescn, who yesterday made a renewed commitment to political pluralism. 

Iliescu, in a wide-ranging new year's address, also announced the abolition of the death 



Aquino walks with Manila Archbishop Cardinal Jaime Sin at the presidential palace during the launching of 
'Decade of peace' programme. (Reuter wlrephotoj 

Beware of tyranny 

Cory revamps cabinet 


MANILA, Jan I. (Agencies): Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino, warning army rebels will impose a new 
' i.’yraniiv if they topple her, called today for sacrifices to 
' vebuild the country and told the rich not to “flaunt your 
; wealth nor abuse your privilege.” 

" luino made the appeal as the military announced a 
aunt for cashiered army Colonel Gregorio Honasan 
■and other fugitive leaders of last month’s bloody coup 
attempt, the sixth and most serious of her four years in 
office. 

Aquino presided over a presidential palace ceremony 
. today dedicating the 1990s as a “decade of peace" in the 
Philippines. 

“The night of darkness that we just went through makes 
'imperative this call of peace." Aquino said. 

She said the peace Fiiipmos were seeking could not come 
Tram “godless " communist rebels fighting a 20-year tnsur- 
geiKy. 

“Nor can it come from the fascist right whose lust for 
wealth and power would bring us back to the dark days of 
the tyrant," Aquino added, referring to the ousted govern- 
ment of former President Ferdinand Marcos. 

She called on Filipinos to “share burdens and sacrifices" 
to rebuild the country's coup-fractured economy. 

"To the wealthy and privileged of this land, those who 
enjoy economic and political power. I ask you to live lives 
of strong moral values and nor to flaunt your wealth nor 


abuse your privilege,” she said. 

On the eve of Che new decade, Aquino replaced eight 
ministers and fired her intelligence chief in a major cabinet 
revamp to revitalise her government following the 
bloodiest coup attempt against her. 

She retained Foreign Secretary Raul Mauglapus, who 
will open talks in mid- January with US negotiators on the 
future of American military oases in the Philippines, and 
Defence Secretary Fidel Ramos who helped put down the 
coup attempt. 

Presidential spokesman Adolfo Azcuna described the 
new cabinet as “an action team” that could take the 
Philippines into the next decade. 

’The time for action is long overdue,” be said. 

In her announcement, Aquino said Jose Cuisia, admin- 
istrator of the social security system, would take over as 
Central Bank Governor when Jose Fernandez's term 
expires Jan 20. 

Retired Maj. Gen. Mariano Adalem was named 


penalty and reintroduced the concept of private ownership. 

Pope John Paul 11 hailed 1 989 as a year “so rich in profound changes" and expressed 
hopes the new year would bring peace and triumph over violence and vengeance. 

The Pontiff offered prayers before a crowd of tens of thousands in Sl Peter’s Square, 
saying: “Let ns ask God to help us ... construct the hoped-for civilisation oflove.” 
Berliners happily indulged in a huge revel along the newly porous Berlin WalL 
Fireworks illuminated the midnight sky over the Brandenburg Gate, which until 
November had been a towering emblem of the city's partition. 

The soot-stained gate was 
swathed in smoke as young peo- 
ple from around the world clam- 
bered atop the surrounding wall 
and scaled the gate itself. 

An outdoor projection screen 
collapsed under the weight of 
revellers after midnight, killing a 
man and injuring scores ofpeo- 
ple, East Germany’s official 
ADN news agency reported. It 
said drunks and a carpet of 
broken glass from champagne 
bottles hindered rescue workers. 

In Manila, authorities said 
more than 1,000 were injured and 
three fires erupted as Filipinos 
greeted the New Year today with 
a barrage of fireworks and gun- 
shots in the air. 

In London, at least 40 people 
suffered injuries during rowdy 
celebrations as Big Ben struck 
midnight, and an exuberant 
crowd of about 70,000 New 
Year's revellers thronged Trafal- 
gar Square to see in 1990 with 
dancing, singing and drinking. 

The changes in East Germany 
and Romania — as well as those 
in other East bloc countries — 
were on themind ofBriti&h Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
who said yesterday that “the 
overwhelming lesson of the 
1980s is that socialism has 
failed” 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Tosbiki K&ifii pledged Japan's 
support today for democratic 
reforms in eastern Europe, and 
said he hoped the changes there 
would favourably influence 
Asia. 

“At present I can’t see any 
change in the region,” he said, 
noting continued tensions on the 
Korean peninsula and conflict in 


A mother holds her daughter who wasoneol 
the first babies delivered at the start of the 
new decade 


intelligence co-ordinating agency. 
Aquino also n flm e r l Jesus Est&nislao, former economic 
p lanning secretary, to be secretary of finance, replacing 
Vicente Jayme. Jayme, was appointed presid e ntial adviser 
on economic and financial affairs. 

(Seepages) 


Premier to 
visit Egypt 

KUWAIT. Jan 1, (Reuter): HH 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdulla A1 Sabah will visit Egypt 
on January 8. the official 
Kuwaiti News Agency Kuna 
said. 

In a statement issued followjg 
* jhe weekly cabinet meeting. 
Kuna said he would be accom- 
P^ied by the ministers of com- 
mence and trade, justice and legal 
affairs and foreign affairs. 


Weather 


FAIR weather with light norihwes- 
*erly wind rfcang** gradually to slight 
s-Mnb westerly wind. 

State of sea: slight to moderate 
High water: tf.01 am. 4.00 pra 
Low water 9 .28 am. 10 .33 pm 
Sunrise: 6.43 am 
Sunset 5.01 pm 

Maximum temperatures recorded: 

Kuwait: 23*C?rF 
AJunadi: 22*C 72*F 
FailaLa 2I'C70*F 
Minimum temperatures recorded: 
Kuwait. IG*C50'F 
Ahnudi: !3*C55*F 
r FaijabL 13’C5rF 
Maximum temperatures expected: 
Kuwait: 2TCTTF 
Ahnudi: 22*C 7TF 
'Faifeka: 2TC 72*F 
Maximum humidity recorded: 

Kuwait: 10 per cent 

A hntadL' 85 percent 

F ailaku:h9perccni 


Bomb-threatened airliner 

Safe plane flight 


DETROIT. Jan 1, (UPI): A North- 
west Airlines flight from Paris that 
was the target of a bomb threat lan- 
ded safely Saturday on a trans- 
At lan lie trip that carried 22 passen- 
gers out of 130 originally booked on 
the plane. 

The DC* 1 Ojetliner landed without 
incident at 4.40 pm EST (2 140 GMT) 
at Detroit metropolitan airport. 
FlightSl was met by security person- 
nel wbo used dogs in a fruitless check 
for explosives. 

The flight completed its final leg, 
landing in San Francisco at 12.40 am 
EST (0540 GMT), one hour and 40 
minutes late. 

Arch Naylor, a University of 
Michigan engineering professor who 
had been on sabbatical in France, 
said there were “no problems at all" 
on the eight-hour flight to Detroit 

“It was luxurious.” he said. “I've 
never been treated so well. Every- 


thing was free and there were tons of 
movies.” 

A total ofl 30 passengers had been 
booked on the flight from Paris to 
Detroit but only 22 of them, includ- 
ing an airline publicist , made the trip. 
Northwest officials said. Officials in 
Paris had earlier put the number of 
passengers at 28. 

All nine crew members, including 
Captain Gary Ferguson, made the 
trip. The airline had allowed them to 
decline to serve on the flight if they 
wished. 

Naylor's 25-year-old son Dirk 
embraced him on his arrival at the 
Detroit airport. Dirk said his father 
left a message on his answering 
machine saying that be felt confident 
and was going to make die flight. The 
younger Naylor admitted he was 
concerned, however, and said a sister 
in California felt their father had 

made the wrong decision. 


Oil slick threatens Morocco 

RABAT. Jan 1, (Reuter): A huge oil slick from a stricken Iranian supertanker 
drifted closer to Morocco's Atlantic shore today threatening one of the world's 
worst-ever ecological disasters. 

Overnight south-westerly winds and currents pushed the 1 75-mile long slick 
to within 22 miles of the coast with international experts wanting of a catastro- 
phe to rival the Exxon Valdez crude spill in Alaska. 

Moroccan radio today quoted Environment Ministry sources as saying the 
situation was under control after the government had earlier appealed for 
international help to tow the tanker at least 300 miles further from its shore. 

But shipping sources doubted the accuracy ofthe reports. 

“The slick is as close as 22 miks in places. It is just not possible at that distance 
to have it under control," one told Reuters. 

An international team from France, Britain, Spain and Portugal are battling 
to contain the spill with booms and detergents. page 1 3) 


Singh 
plan to 
help 
poor 


By Thomas Abraham 

Arab Times correspondent 

NEW DELHI, Jan 1: India’s new 
government today announced a 
time-bound package of socio- 
economic programmes as its 
M New Year gift” to the people and 
in fulfilment of its poll commit- 
ments. 

Tbe package includes a promise 
to bring forward legislation dur- 
ing the budget session of 
Parliament to amend the constitu- 
tion to make the “right to work” a 
fundamental right. An 
employment guarantee 

programme wiU also be implemen- 
ted progressively. 

Also on tbe anvil is a comrehen- 
sive constitution amendment bill 
on “Panchayati Raj” for devolu- 
tion of powers, which will be 
drawn np after disc u ssion with 
state chief ministers. 

An ontlay of at least 50 per ceut 
of investible resources in the 
agricultural and rural sectors of 
tbe economy will be ensured start- 
ing with tbe annual plan of 1990- 
91. 

To give farmers remunerative 
prices for their produce, tbe gover- 
nment has proposed to change the 
method of computing support 
pries. It will introduce a formula 
for adjusting support prices for 
inflation from tbe date of announ- 
cement to tbe tune of marketing. 
Labour will be costed on tbe basis 
of actual wages paid or minimum 
wages, whichever is higher. The 
method will also include an 
element of managerial or 
entrepreneurial labour In tbe 
family labour input and cost this at 
a higher rate than agricultural 
labour. 

Hie Agriculture Ministry will 
appoint an expert committee to 
recommend way and means of 
implementing these changes. A 
meeting of chief ministers wiB be 
held by April next to finalise a 
programme of land reforms. 

Tbe government has promised 
debt relief to small, marginal and 

(Continued on Page 13) 


Since Asia has different 
geopolitical characteristics, 
.Kaifu said, it would be an over- 
simplification to expect a direct 
transplanting of the reforms 
being made in eastern Europe. 

He urged China, however, to 
show signs of change so that 
Western countries could lift san- 
ctions imposed on Beijing after 
its Violent crackdown in June on 
the pro-democracy movement. 

President George Bush invited 
thejpeople of the Soviet Union to 
“look forward to a new century, 
and a new millennium, of peace, 
freedom and prosperity.” 

In a video message to be. 
broadcast on Soviet television. 
Bush said, “there are no maps to 
lead us where we are going, to this 
new world of our own making. 
We can find our way only 
through co-operation beginning 
with a candid dialogue.” 

He praised Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev as “a good 
partner in peace" and said, “on 
behalf of the American people, 
my wife, Barbara, and my family, 

I bring you our wannest greet- 
ings.” 

Meanwhile, Soviets looked 
back on 1989 and saw both a 
reformed political system — in 
which some legislators were elec- 
ted in free balloting — and a 
declining standard of living. 
Food shortages have become so 
acute that many could not find 
champagne and delicacies for the 
holiday. 

Gorbachev used New Year's 
Eve to note a year of strikes, 
ethnic violence and economic 
strains. 

Yet, hesaid, “the 1 990s bidfair 
to become the most fruitful 
period in the history of civilisa- 
tion” if people concentrate on 

(Continued on Page 2) 



A British policeman gets a warm welcome into the New Year at London’s Trafalgar Square. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


Israeli govt 
about to fall 


Weizman fired 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
Jan I, (AP): A religious party 
leader trying to mediate an end to 
Israel’s government crisis said 
today that he does not see a way 
to prevent the collapse of the 
cabinet coalition of the Likud 
and Labour parties. 

Rabbi Yitzhak Peretz of the 
Sbas Party made tbe comment a 
day after Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, head of Likud, set ofT the 
crisis by firing Science Minister 
Ezer Weizman of the centre-left 
Labour because of Weizman's 
supposed contacts with the PLO. 

“It’s hard to say I see a way 
out,” Peretzsaid on Israel Radio, 
“Yesterday 1 did, now I don't. I 
can only say I'm sorry because 
the price will be paid by the 
Israeli people and the govern- 
ment." 

The collapse of tbe year-old 
government could be the final 
blow to Israel’s peace plan, call- 
ing for elections in the occupiod 
West Bank and Gaza Strip as a 
step toward autonomy for tbe 
territories. 

Some Labour and Likud 
leaders were trying to work out a 
compromise today to save the 
Likud-Labour coalition, an aide 
to Shamir said, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

After Shamir announced the 
firing of Weizman yesterday, the 
Labour Party demanded that the 
prime minister rescind the dis- 
missal, which takes effect 
tomorrow. 

Labour leaders were reported 
considering joining left-wing 
parties in a vote of no confidence 
on Wednesday, which could 
bring down the so-called unity 
government. It was formed a 
year ago after national elections 
gave neither of the two major 
parties enough parliamentary 
seats to form a government on its 
own. 

Peretz said on Israel Radio 
that Shamir was refusing to agree 
to a compromise in which Weiz- 



Weizman: sacked 

man would lose his post as 
science minister but would 
remain as a minister without- 
portfolio in the 26-man cabinet. 

Shimon Peres, the Labour 
Party leader, also criticised the 
compromise proposal calling for 
taking away Weizman's science 
post. 

“Why should you give him a 
punishment? How can you pun- 
ish a man without an inquiry?” 
he said on Israel Army radio. 

Meanwhile, Dr Ahmed Tibi, 
the Israeli-Arab physician who 
supposedly served as a go-bet- 
ween for Weizman’s meetings 
with PLO officials, denied that 
the 65-year-old government min- 
ister had met any figures in the 
PLO. 

Tibi, interviewed from tbe Jor- 
danian capital of Amman, said 
he did not want to “relate 
explicitly” to the charge that 
Weizman had indirect contact 
with the PLO. 

“Indirect negotiations bet- 
ween the Israeli government and 
the PLO, perhaps yes,” Tibi said. 
“I don’t know any details. 


Romania 
had sold 
Jews 
for cash 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
Jan 1. (AP): Israel paid 
thousands of dollars in cash to 
Nicolae Ceausescu for every 
Romanian Jew he allowed to 
emigrate to this country, an 
Israeli newspaper has revealed. 

For years, Ceausescu- 
received between five and seven 
thousand dollars for every 
emigration visa issued to Jews, 
and some $50 to $60 million 
ended up in the executed Roman- 
ian dictator’s own pocket, the 
Yediot Aharon t said in its week- 
end edition. 

Quoting reliable sources, the 
paper said that tbe official agen- 
cies responsible for immigration 
in Israel, including the Foreign 
Ministry and the psued 0 -go vein- 
men lal Jewish agency, ackn- 
owledged that Ceausescu was 
paid but would not give accurate 
figures. 

Israel officials reportedly 
knew ofthe payoffs foryears, but 
they dared not expose or publi- 
cise it for fear it would halt 
immigration from Romania, 
Yediot said. 

'Even we, like Israel, knew of 
the Libyan and PLO 
involvement in Romania, and of 
the payment for Jewish emigra- 
tion, but our interest was the 
protection of the Jews in 
Romania and not of what kind of 
dictator Ceausescu was,” the 
paper quoted an un-named 
official involved in the deals. 

According to the paper, the 
money given Ceausescu was not 
“state funds” but was money 
raised by various Jewish organ- 
isations. It said reliable sources 
among the Jewish community in 
the US confirmed that 
Ceausescu had received the 
money for the past twenty years. 

Edgar Bronfman, the head of 
the World Jewish Congress, cul- 
tivated close ties with Ceausescu 
and even visited the Romanian 
ruler in 1988 and was asked to 
help Romania keep its econ- 
omically beneficial “favoured 
nation” status, the paper said. 


Saudi security guards foil attempt to hijack plane 


RIYADH, Jan 1, (AP): Security guards on a 
Saudi Arabian airliner yesterday overp- 
owered a man who tried to force thepilot to fly 
toCyprus where hesaid heplanned to blowup 
the plane, an Interior Ministry statement 
reported. 

The statement, distributed by the official 
Saudi Press Agency, quoted an unidentified 
official source as saying no weapons or 
explosives were found on the man, identified 
only as a 32-year-old Saudi. 


The statement did not explain how the 
would-be hijacker planned to force the pilot 
to fly to Cyprus or how he planned to blow up 
the plane operated by Saudi Arabia's flag 
carrier. Saudia. 

But the source noted, without elaboration, 
that the man was in “an unnatural condi- 
tion.” indicating he could have been under the 
influence of drugs. 

The statement said 30 minutes after Lhe 
airliner look off on a domestic 600-mile 


( 1 .000-kilometre) flight from the Red Sea port 
of Jeddah for the capital. Riyadh, the 
gave one of the flight attendants a note for the 
captain. 

It demanded that the plane be flown to 
Larnaca. Cyprus, where he and some com- 
panions would blow it up, the ministry 
statement said. 

The plane’s sky marshals were alerted and 
Lhey advised the pilot to return to Jeddah, the 
statement added. 
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Colombo 
to discuss 
pullout 
with Delhi 


COLOMBO, Jan 1, (AP): Sri 
Lanka will negotiate with India 
this week in an effort to speed up 
the withdrawal of Indian peacek- 
eeping troops, a Foreign Minis- 
try official said today. 

Foreign Secretary Bernard 
Tflkkeratne will fly to New Delhi 
on Tuesday to start the discus- 
sions, the official said. 

Depending on how the talks 
go, Foreign Minister Ranjan 
Wijeratne may join TiUekeratne 
in the Indian capital on Thurs- 
day, the official added, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

He said Wijeratne will be 
accompanied by Defence 
Secretary Sepala Atygafle and 
the president's foreign affairs 
adviser, Bradman Weerakoon. 

In New Delhi, however, a 
spokesman for the Indian 
Foreign Ministry said no dates 
for the talks had been fixed. The 
Indian spokesman, also speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said he expected Wijeratne to 
arrive about Friday. 

The Sri Lankan official said 
there have been positive respon- 
ses from New Delhi” that India 
might speed up its March 31 
deadline for pulling out the last 
members of the peacekeeping 
force, the official said. 

But the Indian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said: “I don't 
know, really, what they're basing 
that on." 

The Indian government 
invited both Wijeratne and 
TiUekeratne, who is the second- 
highest official in Sri Lanka’s 
Foreign Ministry, to New Delhi 
for talks this week, Indian 
officials in Colombo and New 
Delhi said. 

Indian soldiers were dispat- 
ched to Sri Lanka in July 1987 
under an accord signed by Rajiv 
and Premadasa's predecessor, 
Junius R. Jayewardene. The 
peace pact was designed to end a 
revolt by Tamil guerrillas how 
sought to create a separate 
homeland for their ethnic min- 
ority in northeastern Sri Lanka. 

India initially deployed only 
2.000 men to supervise a surren- 
der of arms by Tamil fighters. 
But the largest TamU militia ren- 
eged on the pact and started figh- 
ting the Indians- 

. New Delhi’s involvement in 
the internal- affairs of -its small- 
neighbours escalated, with the 
peaceke e ping force numbering 
about 100,000 men at its peak. 

In 1989, Indian troops with- 
drew in phases from six of the 
eight districts where they bad 
been based. An estimated 25,000 
remain. 

At least 17,000 people have 
been killed since the Tamil 
insurrection began in 1983. 
About 11,000 people, including 
1 ,100 Indian soldiers, were killed 
in the northeast where most 
Tamils live. 


Aquino revamps cabinet, faces daunting problems 


MANILA. Jan I, (Reuter): President 
Corazon Aquino has revamped her 
cabinet to steer the Philippines into the 
1990s, but faces daunting problems 
from a coup-fractured economy, a 
divided military and a long-running 
communist insurgency. 

On the eve of the new decade, Aquino 
announced sweeping changes in her 
cabinet team in a bid to revitalise her 
government following the sixth coup 
attempt against her in almost four 


to topptener unless the new cabinet can 
Tnairr real improvements in the running 
of the country of 60 million people. 

With two years of her presidential 
term left to nm, Aquino faces a crucial 
period as die launches talks this month 
on the future ofUS military bases in the 


“Already, even Aquino’s once most 
committed supporters are wondering 


how long she will last,” said Manila 
Times columnist Sheila Coronel m a 
commentary on yesterday’s cabinet 
reshuffle. 

“They point to the uncollected gar- 
bage, the chaotic traffic, the power 
shortages, and long for an iron hand 
that will Tnalfe daily life more sane. 

“For the truth is this government 
gives dem o cracy a bad name, so that 
the public mind associates it will 
corrupt relatives, gun-toting legislators 


(and) endless congressional investiga- 
tions,” Coronel declared. 

The Independent daily Malaya said 
in an editorial today that despite the 
reshuffle the final responsibility lay 
with Aquino herself, toe 56-year-old 
widow catapulted to office by a 1986 
popular revolt against former dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

“In the end, it all falls on her shoul- 
ders: unless she leads and initiates, all 
she will have is more of the same con- 


fusion arid non-direction that has 
marked her administration,*’ the paper 
-Said. 

In a New Year pastoral message, the 
influential Roman Catholic Archbi- 
shop of Manila, Cardinal Jaime Sin 
condemned the early December coup 
attempt in the Philippines, but urged 
the government to initiate urgent and 
radical reforms. 

“Our government ... must get its act 
together, or all of us may forfeit the 
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Protest at festivities 


Demonstrators picketed Delhi's luxury hotels on New Year's Eve, 
chanting that India's elite was feasting while 80,000 people saw in 1990 
from makeshift homes on city’s pavements. 

But most of the guests who had paid up to S175 a head for the 
evening's entertainment had already arrived in their luxury cars and 
swept inside by the time the protesters arrived to sing in derision. 

Police held back the demonstrators, many wrapped in blankets 
against the damp mid-winter cold. 

A few guests watched from the windows of one skyscraper hotel as 
the protesters waved banners denouncing the ‘vulgar’ partying and the 
bribes which India's new government says were paid to officials in a 
1986 arms deal. 




. . Two- week death toll rises t o 60 


Bangladesh shivers 

DHAKA. Jan 1 . (AP): Eight more people have died of exposure to tbe 
chilly weather gripping northern Bangladesh, bringing the death toll in 
the past two weeks to 60, newspapers said today. 

In neighbouring India, at least 6 1 people have died of cold in the same 
period. 

Itefaq, an independent Dhaka daily, said six people died Sunday in the 
Panchagarh district where temperatures dropped to 2.5 degrees Celsius 
(36 Fahrenheit), the lowest in three decades. 

Two people died of the cold in Jaipurhat district, according to 
Sangbad, another independent Bengafi-language newspaper. 

Most of tbe cold wave victims baa no homes and war deeping on the 
ground. 


New Year bad luck for Pakistani merry-makers 


ISLAMABAD, Jan 1, (Kuna): Islamic fundamentalists 
and extremists scared away merry-makers and fun-lovers 
from posh hotels, swank restaurants and lively recreation 
spots on the New Year's Eve across Pakistan, depriving 
them of the traditional celebrations. 

All the five-star and four star hotels, glamorous res- 
taurants and gaudy clubs known for years as places ofhi- 
entertamment, fun and merry-making remained dosed to 
New Year revellers last night m principal cities ofPakistan, 
especially Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Islamabad and 
Peshawar in response to calls by extremist religious organ- 
isations. 

There organisations had warned by posters, leaflets and 


ly telephone calls that if celebrations were held as before. ' 
these places will be blown up. 

Some of the esta b lis hm en t s, scared of these threats, 
announced through advertisements that there would be no 
celebrations on Dee 31 night and backed it up by hanging 
wanting notices at gates phis deployment of extra-security 
p ersonnel. 

In recent years, particularly last year, tbe New Year 
revellers who inducted extraordinary number of girls, 
created brawls and ugly scenes at midnight mainly due to 
excessive boozing. 

In Islamabad young boys and girls created scenes in 
adjomingjunglesatdead or night. 



AFPC has opened today a new supermarket in 
Fahaheel in A1 Dabbous Complex, near the 
Municipality round-about. Fahaheel residents and. 
everyone is welcome to take away fresh fruits, 
vegetables and a variety of foodstuff 
available in our new supermarket. 


Agricultural Food Products Co.ksx 



Sikh 

strike 

halts 


AMRITSAR, India, Jan 1, 
(Agencies): Stores closed and 
bases and tracks stayed inside 
depots today in response to a 
strike called by Stkh Militants in 
Punjab state. 

The All-India Sikh Students 
.-Federation (Aisri) .dahned their 
strike was mceeasfol throogovt 
Punjab, but Punjab’s top police 
official said traffic and business 
fiitiou cd normally in mock of 
the northern state. 

However, Amritsar, site of the 
Gotten Temple, the SBth faith’s 
holiest shrine, appeared virtually 
shat down by the strike. 

The state's director geoeral of 
police, 1LPJS. Gffl, said there had 
been no reports of strike-related 

Although New Year's Eve is 
widely celebrated n India, stores 
normally are open Jan 1 since 
New Yearfs day is not an official 
holiday ia India. 

The Sikh st nde uts federation, 
which fractions as the yoath wing 

of tbe movement to create a 
separate Sikh homeland in Pun- 
jab, called the strike to press 
IwmiA for general a mnesty for 
Sikhs arrested since 1978. 

Mrs Gandhi was killed in 
retaliation for her derision to send 
the army into the Gotten Temple 
to dislodge armed Sflch separat- 
ists. About L200 people, mostly 
Sikhs, were killed in the 1984 rakL 

Sikh agitation for indepen- 
dence or autonomy for Pmjjab 
'"exploded titto vMeucd seven years 
ago.iSkh eXtremi9t3ibavekiII«lat 
Jeast7i50» people fefimjabsmee 
1982. 

Five people wire kflled in the 
first hoars of 1990, fttss Trust of 
India reported. 

The news agency said the vic- 
tims hidoded a Sikh police consta- 
ble who was dragged out of a New 
Year’s c eleb r a tion at his family’s 
b omeia toe vgage of Ratta near 
Amritsar. 

The constable, Jaswant Singh, 
was shot and killed in a field early 
today. 

Although the Sikh radicals 
initially targetted Hhdm in their 
campaign of violence, far the last 
few years they have attacked 
Sikhs who do not support their 

cause. 

■ The radicals have rarely called 
strikes to highlight thefr cause, 
relying mostly on individual kffl- 
fcags at right and occasional mas- 

ThepoUee blamed at least 1,821 
deaths in 1989 on the extremists in 
Paqjab where Sikhs are in a slight 
majority. 

Political somces said the strike 
was an Aissf attempt to reassert 
itself after .the nine hardline Sikhs, 
two of them contesting from 
prison cells, won pa rli a m e ntar y 


Singh immediately made a 
ihamatic visit to the Golden Tem- 
ple, shedding security to voice 
regret at the 1984 bloodshed 
there. 

“Aissf leaders want to prove 
their orga nis a ti on is a force to 
reckon with," said one Sikh leader 
who declined to be named. 

He said Aissfleader Hannmder 
Singh Sandfan, freed last month 
after more than five years in 
prison, wanted nothing short of 


“Sandhn wants to assert him- 
self and the strike is one of tbe 



A man wriths In pain after a firecracker exploded on him during New Year celebrations in Manila. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


11 die, 2,400 injured 


Manila greets New Year 


MANILA, Jan 1, (Agencies): 
Filipinos greeted the New Year 
with a barrage of fireworks and 
gunshots in the air. 

• In a New Year’s message, 
President Corazon Aquino 
urged Filipinos to work for 


They said the mUftants, many 
dT them oaemptoeyd youths, fear 
the new legislators wifi com- 
promise on the demand for an 
■depen de n t homeland. 

Several militaBts were freed as 
a goodwill gesture by former 
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi after 
ms Congress Party lost the dec- » 


stability, and promised renewed 
efforts to solve the nation’s 
problems. 

On Dec 1, thousands of 
military mutineers launched the 
sixth and bloodiest attempt to 
topple the nearly 4-year-old 
Aquino administration. Key 
mutiny leaders, including former 
Lt Col Gregorio “Gringo” Hon- 
asan, remain at large and have 
threatened to continue efforts to 
oust Aquino. 

Amid the New Year’s revelry, 
fireworks accidents triggered at 
least five fires in the capital and 
burned down a garment factory 
in a nearby province, officials 
said. 

Explosions rocked Manila 
and colourful streamers roared 
into the sky throughout the 
night, despite police warnings 
that they would enforce a ban on 
private fireworks displays. 

A spokesman for the police 
capital command said there were 
no reports of arrests. 

Government television said at 
least eight people were killed by 
fireworks and stray bullets fired 
into the air. 

Officials at Manila-area hosp- 
itals reported 1,640 people were 
treated for gunshot and fir- . 
eworks-rdated injuries, includ- 
ing burns and missing fingers. 


Cory shake-up 

Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino in televised speech from the 
presidential palace announces 
sweeping changes in her cabinet 
following the coup attempt. Aquino 
replaced her finance secretary and 
seven other ministers and fired her 
intelligence chief. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Forty-eight of those were woun- 
ded by stray bullets, hospital 
sources said. 

In addition, hospitals in 


nearby Bulacan province, center 
of the country’s fireworks indus- 
try, reported 75 people were 
treated for fireworks injuries. 
~ Most -of. the injured were chil- 
dren, officials said. - 

Firecrackers thrown by 
revellers set off a fire that leveled 
a garment factory in the Bulacan 
town of Balagtas before dawn 
today. Damage was estimated at 
one million pesos (S45.000). 

Last year, police said nearly 
1,000 people were injured and 4 1 
killed during new year’s celebra- 
tions in Manila alone. 

Fires were reported overnight 
in five areas of Manila, where 
most structures are made of 
wood. Damage was estimated at 
13 million pesos (S591,000). 
About 170 families were left 
homeless, officials said. 

At least II Filipinos were 
killed and 2,400. injured as the 
nation, welcomed a new decade 
in an orgy of gunfire and 
firecracker explosions. 

Fireworks caused some of the 
1 2 fires that broke put in Manila 

dreds of famines h^^^nn the 
tumult of the new year revelry, 

police said. 

By noon of New Year's day, 
scores of revellers were still 
streaming into hospitals around 
the city, many entiling hands 
with missing fingers blown offby 
firecracker Masts. 

“Wejim can’t cope. They keep 
coming in,m«v women and chil- 
dren. Many have lost their fin- 
gers," Nurse Imeida Cala of the 
east avenue medical centre said 
in a telephone interview. 


Filipino kidnappers free French priest 


hard-won constitutional democrat?? 

which is now ours." Sin declared. 

Amy rebels who staged the sixth au} 
most bloody attempt to overthrow 
Aquino on Dec 1-7 accused her of 

tolerating corruption, being htiectstvcj 

failing to provide leadership to life 
country ana being soft on conununisBL 
Coup leader cashiered colon# 
Gregorio “Gringo" Hon assn- urged 
Aquino to step down in favourofanet*; 
military-backed government . . : 


Revellers 
ignore 
rain in 
New York; 

(Continued from Page 1 ) 

“solidarity, co-operaiion and 
accord." 

“The necessity to combine 
socialism with democracy has 
again been vigorously reaffirmed 
in the dramatic events that 
occurred in Berlin, Sofia, Prague 
and Bucharest,” Gorbachev said, 

Chinese communist party 
leader Jiang Zemin said yester- 
day that socialism alone wifl con- 
tinue in his nation as 04— 
works to maintain social 
stability. 

“With a stable society, we can 
do things better," he said in a 
New Year’s eve interview broad- 
cast on China central television; 
“The economy can develop, pee* 
pie can live in peace and prosp- 
erity, and their' life can ofe 
improved.” 

“We have paid.someprice and 
gained experience, as: to. how to 
persist in the socialist inkntotioB 
and how to fight bourgeois 
liberalization,” he . said; 
“Through this kind of temper; 
mg, our party has become more 
-mature— . - , 

In the Umted States^ 
merrymakers tossed confetti, 
squawked horns and popped 
champagne corks and orchestras 
dusted off the sheet music for 
another rendition of“Auld Land 
Syne” to ring in 1990 and a new 
decade. 

Police estimated 200,000 
revellers ignored daylong rain 
and packed Times Square m New 
York, chanting in unison to 
count down the last seconds of 
the 1980s .as th ey watched a High; 
lea oaii siifie^own a'poKjust as 
it has most New Year’s evessusce 
1907. . . . : - 

In Strath Africa, leading news- 
papers yesterday said that 
reforms by President F.W. De 
Klerk in his first 100 days in 
office make 1990s a time ofhqpe. 

“In tbe coining decade, there 
should be no doubt in the minds 
of all South Africans that Macks 
anil at last take their full place in 
representative parliamentary 
politics and government,” the 
Sunday star of Jotn uambiug 
said in an editorial. 

Two Italians were killed, one a 
10-year-old boy, and nearly 800 
people injured when Italy 
celebrated the New Year with an 
explosion of fireworks and gun 
shots. 

The boy, Neflo Cap nano, was 
kflled today when a homemade 
firework exploded in his hands 
on the island of Ischia of Naples* 
police said. * 

Antonio de Massis, 46, died 
when a stray bullet hit him as Ire 
watched fireworks last night 
from the balcony of his flat in the 
southeastern town of Foggia. ; 

The Interior Ministry put the 
national injury toll from burns 
and other wounds, including 
from bullets, at 779, slightly 
higher than the previous yeas, 
when no deaths were reported. ‘ 

More than two million Japan- 
ese, hoping to start the year of the 
horse on an auspicious note, 
thronged Tokyo’s Meiji shrine 
today in long lures that started at 
midnight of New Year’s Eve, 
police said. 

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad urged Malaysians 
today to practice religious 
tolerance. 

Of Malaysia’s 17 millio n peo- 
ple, 55 per cent are Malays, who 
are almost all Muslims; 37 per 
cent are Chinese, who arc mainly 
Buddhist and Christian, and 
almost all the test are Indians; 
most of whom are Hindus. ~ 

In a New Year speech at a: 
parade and fireworks display at 
independence square in down-> 
town Kuala Lmnpra-, jammed 
with more than 20.000 people^ 
Mahathir said Malaysiansi 
should have respect for each otht 
ert religious beliefs. 


MARAWT CITY. Philippines. Jan 1, (AP): Muslim ban- 
dits released a French missionary and his niece on New 
Year's Eve, one day after they were kidnapped in the 
lawless southern Philippines, officials said today. 

The Rev. Michd de Gigord and his 29-year-okl niece, 
Benedict, were freed unharmed about 8:30 pm (1230 
GMT) yesterday after negotiations between the kidnap- - 
pas and local officials, military and civilian authorities, 
said. 

They were handed over to Roman Catholic officials and 
were expected to le^ve/or.France as soon as possible. 

The two were abducted Saturday after leaving Saint 
Mary's convent in Marawi, 800 kms (5 10 miles) southeast 
of Manila. 

Church sources said De Gigord was driving his niece 


towards fligan city, 36 kms (20 miles) to the north, when six 
armed men stopped their car near the convent’s gate. . 

One of the gunmen shoved De Gigord from the driver’s 

seat and, followed by a jeep boarded by tbe other kidnap- 
pers, drove tbe priest’s car to the shores of nearby Lanao 
lake and sent the two victims by boat to an wteiyt hi die 
lake, officials said. 

Neighbours who saw die abduction immediately infor- 
med authorities in the convent who notified the local 
police. 



Weekend Omrah for 3 days 
with Al Manea Travels 



the gunmen who had been left behind on the lakeshoie. 
kfihng one of than, Marawi police station commander 
Capt Jalandont Cota said. He said the otbos escaped. 
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Crime to abuse 



* £. New Year’s Eve marked 

M 


New Year's revellers celebrate at midnight the beginning of the 199Qs in New York City's Time 
l ' Square on Dec 31 . (Reuter wirephoto) 



STOCKHOLM, Sweden: 

Swedish live-in couples who ha\®Pt 
-toegshiug^d off the huxtatiQ of 
marriage are rushing to wed because 
4»fa change in the death-benefit Law. 
n Couples are flocking to churches 
and town balls to marry before 
.today, when new rules come into 
tiTect. At stake are widow's 
pensions of up to 1,000 kronor 
($160) a month. 

c Stockholm city hall registered 
used to perform about 12 marriages 
» week, and only on Fridays. Now 
{hey carry out sa weddings eveiy 30 
Srinutes, seven days a week. (AP) 

e * • * 

TOKYO: A Bengal tiger has bitten 
off a 19-year-old woman 
^oo keeper’s arm as she was giving it 
water with a hose from outside its 
cage at a northern Japan safari 
park. 

A police official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
right arm of feLi-aue Nagasakn was 
bitten off at the dhow at the Toboka 
Safari Park Zoo in Fuko&hhna 
prefecture (state), 240 kilometres 
1,1 50 miles) northeast oTTokyo. 

' Ms Nagasaku, who had been 
feeding die tiger and cleaning its 
ifiage daily since April 1, told police 
from her hospital bed that she was 
giving the animal water from 
putside the cage, but declined to 
discuss details, the official said. 

?AP) 

- • • • 

DALLAS: A. food store chain is 
hoping that the unblinking stares of 
three police officers will deter 
shoplifting, even if the policemen 
Ire only 6-foot ( 1 .80-m) cardboard 
cutouts. 

** The police officers stationed in 
Kroger stores this week are life-sized 
And look pretty real. But they're 
scarcer ooks, operating on the same 
■principle as scarecrows. 

- t . Police in London noticed a 
.decrease in shoplifting after they put 
up cardboard policemen in stores, 
Dallas poKce Lt AJ D* Alessandro 

*ML(AP) 
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Topless 

protest 


ROME, Jan 1, (Reuter): Italy's 
pom-star turned politician Dona 
StaHer stood topless in a freezing 
wind on Saturday to protest at the 
y^iinuil fur trade. 

Under a banner reading “bet- 
ter nude than clothed in furs," the 
37-year-old politician, better 
known as “Cicriohna" (little fle- 
shy one) stopped the traffic in 
front of one of Rome's leading 
furriers by baring her breasts to 
iheprcss cameras. 

The member of parliament for 
Italy's radical party was accom- 
panied by her former colleague 
BarbarcHa — also topless but 
with a white animal fur draped 
across ber shoulders. 

The fur, both secs of breasts 
and the shop window were 
liberally daubed with fake Mood. 

S taller said she was sponsoring a 
parliamentary bill to outlaw 
experiments on animals and the 
killin g of animals for their slrins. 

LONDON: Composer Andrew 
Lloyd Webber has paid £10.5 
milli on (517 million) for a new 
home in London's exclusive Eaton 
Square, the San newspaper 
reported. 

The 6-storey, 18th century hourse 
has 10 bedrooms, an indoor 
swimming pool and a billiards room 
and was advertised as the “finest 
residential bouse in Belgravia,” the 
district between Buckingham Palace 
and Chelsea. 

The Sun said the house was once 
owned by Sonya, ex-wife of 
international arms dealer Ainu 
KhashoggL (AP): ^ ^ 


LONDON: The sagging bodies of 

seeking some firm young flesh to 
boost their image. 

Alan MeCWfea, 63, editor of 
“British NatnrisnT magazine, said 
only a small number of Britain’s 
10,000 natarists are under 30 years 
of age. 

“Our movement is pitiably short 
of young people in their teens and 
twenties. It’s no good having a 
membership mostly over 40 which 
in 10 years time will be over 50,” he 

said. (UPD 

* • • 

LONDON: A young Ukrainian girl 
flew back home from Britain 
Sunday after life-saving brain- 
surgery that was funded by 
Ukrainians living in Britain. 

Kristina Kriaiteka, 6 suffers from 
hydrocephalus and ejnkpsy. Soviet 
doctors operated unsuccessfully to 
remove fluid that had built up on 
her brain and said there was fettle 

more thay could do for ber. (UPI). 

• • • 

LEVICO TERME. Italy: The 
mayor of this northern Town said 
Saturday be had received a biD from 
Roman Catholic church authorities 
for a series of special masses 
celebrated since 1630. 

The mayor, GMfamo Gafeber, 
said church authorities were 
masting on payment of 10,000 lire 
(about 59) for each of seven special 
masses celebrated each year smcc 
1630. 

The church said the town had 
requested the special masses in the 
17m century when it was troubled 
by the plague. (AP)^ 

SHANKUN, England: Staff at a 
plush restaurant found themselves 
serving turkey on a silver platter to 
a dog after its name was picked out 
in a raffle. 

The cocker spaniel — 
appropriately called Lucky — was 
entered in the competition by his 
owner, Pfayffis Waknskv, or 
Shankfin, on the Isle of Wight, off 
England's southern coast (AP) 


Dinkins spent Sunday after- 
noon at an ecumenical prayer 
service at the church of the inter- 
cession in Washinton heights 
which featured sermons and 
prayers by refigioas l eaders of all 
fahia, In phuKag TWn. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Kuwaiti family 
requires a 

DRIVER 

Candidates should have a minimum experience 
of 2 years, valid Kuwaiti driving licence, 
transferable residency and should be familiar 
with Kuwait City and Its suburbs. 

The job will offer a monthly so lory with full 
accommodation. 

Interested candidates may call 
Telephone 471 0061 from 0.00 to 6.00 
pm telly except Thursday and Friday. 

This advertisement is vaBd for one week only. 


Too well to stay with wife 

Couple separated 

TAMPA, Florida, Jan I, (UPI): After 68 years of marriage, a Tampa oouple was 
separated by government regulations that said Otto Russell was too well to say 
in the nursing home room be had shared with his wife. 

If his health worsens however, Russdl may be able to move back into the 
room be had shared with his wife Evelyn at the university park convalescent 
centre since October. 

Medicaid pays Evelyn's nursing home bOls because she requires constant 
care. But on Dec 13, Otto's application for similar coverage was denied. 

Although he stiffen from glaucoma, Alzheimer's disease and other maladies, 
Otto Russell, 89, is not sick enough to require nursing home care, acconfingtoa 


Services (HR§>; 

His private insurance won’t pay to keep him in the nunring home and he 
cannot paythe 2.000a month cost for the sin glebed next to his 92-year-old wife. 

His two sons can't afford the nursing home Tee either, so on Wednesday, Otto 
and Evelyn Russell had to say goodbye. 

Otto pushed his wife's whedchair to the room they had shared and Helped her 
into bed, then sat beside her. His sons stood over him and told him it was time to 
go- 


U'-MUroiiM.K.j.iyt.l:.! 


.yon can l stay here, his son Gene explained, one more time. “Yon 
can’t afford iL, we can't afford it. They are going to put another woman in that 
bed." 

“I can't understand at all," Russell said, growing angry. “It makes me sick." 
As he shuffled toward the door he told a bystander, “we're just Irving 
footballs." 


IN California, it will be a crime to abuse an 
elephant. In Florida, people who want to 
dive for scallops wfli have to buy a license. 
In Illinois, the Tally monster will become 
the official fossiL 

Tbese and scores of other new laws take 
effect across the United States come the 
New Year. 

In several states, new measures are going 
on the books that deal with gun control, 
alcohol, drugs and smoking. 

California has a law inspired by the Jan- 
uary attack on a schoolyard, in which 
Patrick Purdy gnnned down five chil dren 


Dinkins 
sworn in 
mayor 
of NY 

NEW YORK, Jan 1, (UPI): 
David D inkins became the city’s 
106th mayor and the first Mack 
man to hold that office 
after midnight in a brief, solatia 
ceremony attended by Sonth 
African archbishop Desmond 
Tata and the Rev. Jose Jackson. 

The new mayor was hailed as a 
“Moses" who came upo* the dty 
as a deliverer in a prayer offered 
by Bishop J. Gfinton Hoggard, of 
the Ame ZAaa Chnrch in Washing 
ton, DC jnst before Dinkins 
recited the oath of office. 

Bowing Ms head and mopping 
Us brow, Dakins, was joined by 
Us wife Joyce, Us son David Jr 
and his daughter Donna, as 
Bishop Clinton recalled the 
momentous breakdown of the 
Berlin Wall and the historic events 
of recent days in welcoming the 
historic new adnrimstratioa. 

Bishop CSnton preyed for a 
repeat of the blessmg bestowed on 
Joshua: “As I was with Moses, so 
shall I be with thee." 

Us longtime friend, JoSge^Fritz 
Alexander, who administered the 
oath, Dinkins pledged to “uphold 
die constitution of the United 
Stales of America, the constitu- 
tion of the state of New York and 
the charter of die Qty of New 
York." 

With his hand resting on Us 
family's Bible, Dinkins pledged to 
“faithfully discharge the duties of 
the office of the dty of New York 
tptbebestofajyabffity." 

The private ceremony, attended 
by farafly and: TOO of Dinkins' 
closest friends, was held at Judge 
Ale x ande r’s' Bronx home The 
judge was once a la w partner of the 
new mayor. 

Along with Bishop Ctintou, 
father-in-law of the mayor’s 
daughter, were longtime poBtical 
and personal associates, including 
former Manhattan Borongh 
President Percy Sutton, Basil 
Patterson, and Congressman 
Charles RangeL 

Jackson and Tutn, who was in 
the dty for the inauguration fes- 
tivities, also were guests at the 
swearing-in ceremony . 

The simple ceremony contras- 
ted the finely orchestrated and 
cdefcriSy-studded. pageantry of 
the pnblic swearing sched uled for 
new year’s day when the mayor 
would repeat the oath of office 
before an invited crowd of over 
12 , 000 . 

The ceremonies today were 
desqned to mirror what Dinkins 
has cafied the “gorgeous mosiac" 
of New York's ethnic and racial 
poops. The inaugural party wffl 
Include 200 homeless people 
invited by the city's first Mack 
mayor. 

Dinkins, the Manhattan 
Borough President who defea t ed 
three-term incumbent Edward 
Koch in the September 
democratic primary, has filled 
many of Us key posts with women 
and minorities, inctei^g Houston 
Pofice Brown, who is Mack and 
wffl be New York's Police Com- 


with an AK-47 semiautomatic assault rifle 
and then shot himself to death with a hand- 
gun. With the new law, military-style 
assault weapons identified on a special Ust 
wfll be severely restricted. Hie Hst contains 
some SS pistols, rifles and shotguns that will 
be barred from manufacture, importation 
or sale. 

Maryland will bar sale of handguns 
unless they are on a list of weapons 
approved by the handgun roster board. 
That law is aimed at so-called “Saturday 
night specials.” 

Oregon gun buyers and people seeking 


licenses to cany concealed handguns will 
face stiffer identification requirements and 
background checks. 

In New York, a new law aims to curb 
under-age drinking. Police wfll be able to 
issue a S50 summons to people under 21 for 
mere possession, instead of purchase, of 
alcohol. 

Two states are imposing new crackdowns 
on drunken drivers. In Connecticut, police 
officers wfll be permitted to revoke on the 
spot the license of adriver who fails a blood - 
alcohol test. In California, it will be a crime 
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Sydney lightens up 

Fireworks explode above Sydney’s Harbour bridge 
and opera house Dec 31 as revellers celebrated the 
New Year on the harbour and in downtown Sydney. 


Police said of the 300,000 people who poured into 
the area to celebrate, there were only 60 arrests. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 


Arraigned for selling crack cocaine 


Police arrest 9-year-old boy 


Boston, Jan 1, TAP): Police had tears in tbdr eyes when 
they booked a 9-year-old boy who allegedly sold crack 
cocaine to an undercover officer, an official said. 

The 3-foot-ll (.94-metre) tall, 95-pound 
(43kilogrannne) youngster was arraigned in Rrnbury dis- 
trict court on juvenile delinquency charges. He was 
released to the custody of his grandmaster, with whom he 
has been living because his mother is in prison, police said. 

The boy’s name was not r ele ased. 

“It was a very sad and traumatic thing to see a tittle 9- 
year-old boy sitting in the station arrested for drugs,” 
deputy simcriis tender^ Robert JriaydeH said. “I sa w s om e- 
veteran officers with tears mtfacir eyes over this incident." 


Among the youngest children arrested around the coun- 
try on crack charges have been a 10-year-old Detroit boy in 
August and a 10-year-old boy on Long Island, New York 
in January. 

Boston police said they sought an arrest warrant for the 
teen-ager whom the 9-year-old identified as the supplier of 
the crack. 

“The tittle boy would go out and sell until the end of the 
night when be would read) the person who would give him 
money" for the sales work, Hayden said. The boy told 
police he had been sdting for about two weeks. 

— The-9-year-oId-had $68 in his pockets, probably from 
drug sales, when he was arrested, police said. 


to drive with a blood alcohol concentration 
of .08 per cent or greater, toughened from 
.lOpercent. 

The elephant law in California steins 
from the 1988 case of an 8,000-pound 
(3,628-kilogramme) pachyderm named 
Dunda at the San Diego wild animal park. 
The animal was “subjected to two days of 
beatings which caused apparently severe 
injuries and trauma to the head area,” 
according to a city attorney's report. 
Zoological society officials acknowledged 
the beatings, but said the elephant needed to 
be disciplined. 


Panther 

on the 
prowl 

ROME, Jan 1, (UPI): A noted 
Italian Lion tamer believes that an 
escaped black panther which has 
eluded police for four days in the 
Rome suburbs could be throw- 
ing tracker dogs off his trail by 
sleeping in trees during the day. 

“Wfi must remain calm,” 
animal trainer Nando Orfei said 
Saturday as police reported 
unconfirmed panther sightings 
from a frightened public in three 
widely separated outlying areas. 

“This panther has given no 
indication that he wants to 
attack humans,” Orfei said. 
“And as the search continues, it 
will possible to capture him 
sooner or later because panthers 
habitually sleep in trees during 
the day. This causes dogs to lose 
all brace." 

“Also, these animals usually 
don’t stray very far from their 
territory." 

In collaboration with a Rome 
newspaper, Orfei has set up a 
“hotline" to field calls from the 
public about the escaped beast 

Though Orfei believes humans 
may be safe, farm animals cer- 
tainly haven't been. 

Orfei said that he has received 
reports of several goats which 
appear to have been mauled. 
Several sheep were killed earlier 
this week, according to police. 

Police continued their search 
for what Orfei described as the 
50-60 kg adult panther using 
helicopters and tracker dogs. 

Officials believe that the big 
cat escaped or was turned loose 
from a home where it may been 
kept as a pet 







- Government warning: Smoking is a major cause of cancer and diseases of the lungs* heart and arteries. 








Hand over Noriega 


10 dead, 
15 hurt 
in Zulu 
violence 


movement against supporters of 
the more radical United 


Democratic Front. 

Inkata backs Zulu chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi and opposes 
economic sanctions against 
apartheid. The UDF supports 
sanctions and backs the policies 
of the outlawed African 
National Congress. 

Police gave few details of the 
latest clash, but said nine of the 
dead and all the wounded were 
UDF members. 

It was not clear from the police 
statement where in Natal the bat- 
tle was fought. 

■ Liberia: Police and soldiers 
patrolled the streets of the capital 
after an apparent plot to 
challenge President Samuel K. 
Doe, the leader said in Liberia. 

In a live speech broadcast to 
the nation Saturday, Doe said 
two groups orwhat he called dis- 
sidents crossed and entered 
Liberia from Ivory Coast on Dec 
24. 

One group attacked a customs 
post in the town of Butuo, killing 
a sergeant and wounding 
another soldier and replaced the 
Liberian flag with an “unknown 
flag," Doe said 

They were stopped by two bat- 
talions of soldiers. Doe said with- 
out elaboration. 

The other band surrendered 
after arriving in the central 
market of the capital. They con- 
fessed to planning to destablisc 
thejzovenunent. Doe claimed. 

The Liberian leader did not 
disclose the whereabouts or con- 
dition of the alleged dissidents 
but said further details of the plot 
would be disclosed in coming 
days. 

Meanwhile, police and sol- 
diers were out in force yesterday 
and roadblocks were posted on 
most roads leading from the 
capital into the countryside. 

Doe recalled Liberian Ambas- 
sador Harold Tarr from 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast for consul- 
tations and said he would inform 
the United Nations and the 
Organisation of African Unity of 
the alleged plot. 


Qhanat Ghanaian leader Flight 
LL Jerry Rawlings named the 
Deputy Secretary of Health. Dr 
Mary Grant, to replace the lone 
woman in his cabinet who was 
dismissed in October for “con- 
tinued acts of disrespect 1 ” 

Grant replaces Aanaa Enin 
whose appointment was revoked 
for “disrespect ... as well as other 
conduct incompatible with 
revolutionary humility.'' 


Valley turns to 
a battleground 

Blacks fight blacks 


CAPE TOWN, Jan 1, fReuter): 
Ten people died in a New Year’s 
Eve gun battle between rival 
groups of South African Zulu 
tribesmen fighting for control of 
townships in Natal province, 
police said today. 

A daily police report on 
political violence said that a fur- 
ther 15 people were wounded m 
the battle, which erupted when 
one side tried to set fire to the 
home of a rival. _ 

Well over 2,000 people have 
died in the two-year-old power 
struggle in townships mainly 
near the Natal provincial capital 
of Pietermaritzburg and near the 
Indian Ocean port of Durban. 

The struggle pits warriors of 
the politically moderate fnlraiha 


UMSINDUSI, South Africa, Jan 1, (Reuter): Spreading black- 
against-black violence that is the despair of the anti-apartheid 
movement has turned this beautiful South African valley into a 
battlefield of guns, spears and stones. 

The Umsindusi valley, its green slopes framed by majestic flat- 
topped mountains, is one of the new killing grounds in a three-year-old 
feud between rival anti-apartheid groups. 


Bogota 
nets hit 
squad 
leader 


Well over 2,000 people have died and up to 1 00,000 have been made 
homeless in the fighting between warriors of Inlcatha, a powerful 


business, and the leftist United Democratic Front (UDF), which is 
. denounced by the government as a co mmunis t front. 

Both groups want to end apartheid but differ on tactics. Inlcatha 
favours change from within the structures created by Pretoria, a 
' strategy theUDFrejects. -- - 

They acknowledge that die violent rivalry harms theblack cause in its 
confrontation with Pretoria. The death toll has accelerated in recent 
months. 

The fighting has raged mainly in urban shantytowns around the cities 
ofPietermaritzburgand Durban in the Indian Ocean province ofNatal 
and a black tribal territory called Kwazulu. 

But human rights campaigners say the bloodshed is beginning to 
move into isolated rural areas like the Umsindusi valley, which contains 
the Kwazulu villages of Nyavu and Umsindusi. 

Nyavu backs Inkatha. Umsindusi is sympathetic to the UDF. 

Explode 

“The rural areas are set to explode," John Aitcheson, an adult 
education specialist at the University ofNatal, told a conference on the 
unrest which he has monitored closely. 
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“tied up." “Allegiances have been formed and most areas are commit- 
ted one way or the other...now the rural areas are up for grabs." 

Signs of violence were everywhere when white assistant parish priest 
Mark Hay and a Reuter correspondent made a walking tour of the 
eerily silent villages. 

The villages, home for 10,000 Zulus, face each other from opposite 
slopes across a river running along the valley floor. 

Hundreds have fled during the fi ghting , which killed up to 40 people, 
badly wounded 100 and wrecked more than 60 homes. 

Dozens of huts, rough round shelters built of mud or sand and 
cement, lay deserted and in ruins. Walls were pock-marked by bullets 
and shotgun pellets or were smashed in. 

Villagers pointed to places where they said friends were hacked, shot, 
stoned or burned to death. Doors of the few inhabited b uilding s , 
including Umsindusi’s tiny stone church, were barred with corrugated 
iron sheeting, benches and chairs. 

Saying he was on a peace mission. Hay asked a group of Nyavu 
women to pass word to their village chief that he wanted to mediate 
talks on ending the violence. 

Watched 


BOGOTA, Jan 1, (AP* Auth- 
orities say the chief of death 
squads organised by the MedeBin 
Cocaine Cartel has been arrested 
at a police roadblock in central 
Colombia. 

Ebewhere, battles between left- 
ist guerrillas and security farces 
left, eight rebefa and. four jsatlitiers 
dead, radio reports said. 

Ip other violence,, a bomb 
exploded early yesferday in 
Bogota, 'destroying two cars,' the 
national police sawmastatement 
No one claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

The latest drag-trafficking sus- 
pect to be arrested was Jose Man- 
uel Cruz Aguirre, chief of the 
Medellin Carters right-wing 
death squads, who is wanted 
iuPeru, the administrative 
security police said In a separate 
communique. 

Cruz Aguirre was arrested 
Friday night on a highway about 
35 miles (56 km) south of Bogota, 
the security police said. 


Nyavu w amors standing on buildings high up the valley watched 
Hay tour the village chiefs fire-blackened home, wrecked just days 
before by a raiding party from Umsindusi. 


Umsindusi villagers said the attacks began in earnest in September 
when an Inyavu raiding party, chanting war songs and battle cries, 
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traffickers have killed scores of 
peasants suspected of sympathis- 
ing with leftist guerrillas. The 
gnen-fDas have tried to extort cat- 
tie ranchers in areas where traf- 
fickers bold property. 

The death squads also have 
killed shout 740 members of the 
country’s biggest leftist political 
party, the Patriotic Union, 
presumably because the party has 
the support of the country’s 
estimated 10,000 leftist 
guerrillas. 

Cruz Aguirre also was part 
owner of one of Colombia’s 
professkxial soccer teams. Depor- 
tee Tofima, the security police 
said. Colombian authorities have 
claimed for years that thug bosses 
are aiming owners of several 
professional soccer teams in 
Colombia. 
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crossed a bridge over the nver armed with spears, sticks, petrol bombs 
and home-made firearms. 

Overcrowding eased 

Prisoner amnesty 


LAGOS, Nigeria, Jan 1 , (AP): President Ibrahim Babangida, in a New 
Year's address today, declared a general prisoner amnesty expected to 
result in the immediate release of thousands of inmates. 

The order follows criticism from a local human rights group that 
scores of prisoners had died in the last year due to overcrowded, 
unhealthy conditions. 

Babangida. in a television and radio address broadcast nationwide, 
oroered treed all who have completed three quarters of their terms, those 
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jaoed for minor offences whose sentences do not exceed one year and 
others jailed for hfe hot who have served more than 10 years. 

The presidentalso ordered released those awaiting trial who have been 
held in prison or police custody for more than a year, except prisoners 
being held for drug-related crimes and charges of manslaughter, murder, 
armed robbery and economic sabotage. 


Cruz Aguirre was the third pur- 
ported member of the Medellin 
Cartel arrested in four days. The 
others were Jose Antonio 
Ocampo Obando and Camilo 
Antonio Ruiz Vega. 

Ocampo Obando, arrested 
Friday, is considered by Colom- 
bian authorities to be the fifth 
most important member of the 
MedeBin CarteL He is wanted for 
extradition by the United States, 
police said last week. 

Ruiz Vega was a top confidant 
of Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha, the 
no. 2 leader of the MedeOLn Cartel 
wbo was killed by police Dec 15. 

On Saturday, police confis- 
cated a 25,000-acre (10,000-hec- 
tare) ranch belonging to 
Rodriguez Gacha . In die central 
state of Toltmla, the security 
police also said In their commun- 
ique yesterday. 


Move afoot to bring 


Noriega to justice 


Panama giving conflicting signals 


PANAMA CITY, Jan 1 , (Agencies): Deposed Panamanian strongman 
- Gen. Manuel Antonio Nonega passed the New Year's holiday at the 
Vatican Embassy, where he has been taking refuge. 

Two blocks away, behind the line of American soldiers, a crowd of 
about 200 people stood in a silent candlelight vigil, saying they came to 
pray that Nonega be brought to justice. 

Panama ’s top legal officer said yesterday he wants Noriega to stand 
trial in Panama, but President Guillermo Endara said the country's 


soldiers at the Vatican’s mission in Panama city he sought political 
asylum. 


Noriega has been at the Vatican Embassy since Dec 24, four days 
after US troops invaded Panama to capture him and install a civilian 
government led by Endara. 


justice system was incapable of trying him. 

A church official said that a solution to the week-old deadlock over 


Pa nama ’s Attorney General Rogelio Cruz said yesterday he would 
ask the Vatican to hand over Noriega to stand trial in Panama. 
However, a senior European diplomt said Cruz’ request could bcafina 


Noriega is imminent. The toppled leader remained surrounded by US US custody. 


step to turning Noriega over to 
US custody. 


About 100 Panamanians hold a New Year Eve demonstration with candlelights near the Vatican Embassy. They demanded Noriega be handed 

over to the US. (Reuter wlrephoto) 


“The Vatican, the United 
States and the Panamanian 
government have been holding 
intensive talks since yesterday. 
Father Fernando Guardia Jaen, 
an aide to Panama’s Archbishop 
Marcos McGrath said “they are 
negotiating conditions and who 
he will be handed over to.” 

The Vatican says it does not 
want to obstruct justice but it is 
reluctant to hand over Noriega 
to the United States, which it has 
labeled an “occupying power" in 

P anama 

It could turn him over to Pan- 
ama which could in turn hand 
him to the United States, 
diplomats said. 

Cruz did not say what charges 
would be brought against 
Noriega, but hintedhe could face 


in connection with the death of 
10 officers in a failed Oct 3 coup 
attempt. Cruz said he haa 
evidence the officers were 
executed. 

Diplomats said the new 

g overnment was considering 
rawing up a new extradition 
treaty to allow Noriega to be sent 
to tie United States, or revise a 
1904 treaty which has no prov- 
isions for drug charges. 

The Vatican has said it was 
urging Noriega to leave the 
embassy on his own. 

If Noriega walked out of the 
embassy, he would essentially be 
surzendmg to the approximately 
100 US soldiers who have 
surrounded the building. 

If Panama asks for Noriega, 
the-J^atican-would. then dete*- 
mine if the charges are of a 
political or criminal nature and 
assess whether , Noriega would 
receive a fur ‘trial* ana his per- 
sonal safety would be guaran- 
teed, a Vatican official said. 


Cruz said charges were being 
prepared in connection with can- 
cellation of the May 7 elections, 
in which Endara and other 
opposition figures said they 
defeated Noriega-backed can- 
didates. He said they would be 
filed against former members of 
the electoral council and other 
officials who “tried to block the 
orderly renewal of gover nm ent 
powers.” 

In other developments Pan- 
ama's Catholic bishops wrote to 
Pope John Paul II on Saturday 
urging that he should be handed 
over to authorities to stand trial. 

They said people feared that if 
he were freed in any part of the 
world he would soon “provoke 
disturbances, conflict and 
violence in this sufferingnation.” 

The Vatican Embassy 
remained ringed by US troops 
yesterday. Streets were blocked 
off with tanks and barbed wire, 
although the playing ofloud rock 
music, which brought com- 
plaints from the Vatican, has 
been stopped. 

US President George Bush 
yesterday chatted with American 
soldiers wounded in the Panama 


invasion during a visit to Wilford 
HaU Air Force Medical Centre in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

■ Scores ofPanamanian troops, 
including members of an elite 
batallion, are unaccounted for 1 1 
days after the American invasion 
of Panama, US officials and 
military intelligence sources said 
on Sunday. 

The officials admitted that 
they could be in the moun tains 
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planning for a prolonged resis- 
tance against American troops 


tance against American troops 
or the US-backed government of 
President Guillermo Endara. 

■ Cuba on Sunday refused to 
recognise the new US-backed 
government ofPanama, saying it 
was installed over the bodies of 
Panamanians who died resisting 
the US invasion. 


“Cuba does not recognise any 
legitimacy in the self-styled 



Centam discussion 


Nuncio talks to US forces 


The Papal Nuncio to Panama. Monsignor Jose 
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega and Cardinal Sebastian Laboa (in white) chats with an aide at the 

Roger Egulagaray, personal representative of Pope gate of the Vatican Embassy in Panama. Laboa let! 

John Paul II to Central America, met to discuss the the compound to talk to US military officials 


current situation in the region. (Reuter wirephoto) stationed across the street. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Bush visits wounded 


‘It’s a screw-up’ 


President George Bush on Sunday picked his way President George Bush (right) said on Saturday that 

irouch hOSDital beds holdinn jhf> Ampri^aniiHM I IS tmnne in Panama uiara nuilh. nf a "enrauu in" in 
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through hospital beds holding the American woun- 
ded on the US Invasion of Panama, thanking troops 
personally for toppling General Manuel Antonio 
Nonega. 

"Good luck to you. I'm proud of you fellows, very 
proud indeed," the Presidenttold some of the woun- 
ded at Wilford Hall Air Force Medical Centre In San 
Antonio. 


Bush sidestepped questions about remarks by 
Attorney General Rogelio Cruz on Sunday that 
Panama will ask that Noriega be turned over to the 
Panamanian government to face criminal charges. 

6ush giving a presidential tie tack to a soldier 
during his visit. (Reuter wirephoto) 


US troops in Panama were guilty of a "screw-up" in 
searching the home of a Nicaraguan diplomat, but 
he questioned why the envoy had heavy weapons 
"up to his eyeballs.” 

"That shouldn't have happened and that has 
been explained to the Nicaraguans,” Bush told 
reporters after a golf game in Houston. "It’s a screw- 
up." 

But Bush implied that the American error was 
mitigated by the discovery of rocket launchers, 
automatic weapons and grenades in the home of 
Nicaraguan Ambassador Antenor Ferrey, which 
was searched by US troops on Friday. 

Security Advisor Brent Scow croft is shown on the 
left (Reuter wirephoto) 


Building collapses Tltdll 3 

Worker trapped finally 

Jan DC acting deputy fire chief H.R. I ■ Bm mm 

A lugh-nse parkmg garage Dove. H J I ■*# A 

SSSrtLSi"? SSJS- . “™* Ml easy job to ■ IIIS Off 


WASHINGTON, (UPI): Jan 1, 
A high-rise parking garage 
collapsed as it was being torn 
down, trapping a demolition 
worker under “tons and tons” of 
concrete,” and rescue efforts 
were considered all but hopeless 
when the structure crumbled to 
the ground earlier today. 

The 12-storey building just a 
few blocks front the White House 
was being dismantled by a 
demolition crew on New Year’s 
Eve when a portion collapsed at 
about 4.35 pm. What was left 
standing tumbled down almost 


“This wasn't an easy job to 
begin with. We’re not going to be 
fin is he d here for a while," Dove 
said after the secondcoDapse. 

Fue officials said said they had 

not detected any signs oflife after 
«nmng a tracking dog to search 
tor Bam os, who worked forL. E. 
B. Demolition Co. an 80- tonne 


crane was brought in to 
clearing the rubble. 


assist in 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida. 
Jan I, (AP): A Titan 3 rocket 
carrying British and Japanese 
communications satellites 
roared into space last night after 
nroe postponements as Martin 
Marietta Corp entered the com- 
mercial launch business. 

The booster blasted away 
^■tsjamchpadatT.OTpm 


4,3 £ PJJ* J W ? iat left . “The position that he was last ff? 07 toda y and gave 

standing tumbled down almost located in by eyewitnesses and bv thousands of spectators a daz- 

nme hours later while emergency his fellow workers ... is just under New. Year's eve show, 

crews were trying to shore up tons and tons of concrete." said lighting the night sky 

part of the structure in a cold rain Bill Embrey of the DC firedeoar- asrtdanned towards orbit. 

to teach the huriari wnrfcw fmpnt 'wspar Everythin* ...j « 


to reach the buried worker. 

The rubble buried Basilio 
Bam os, 35, an immigrant from 


government which says it has 
assumed power in the republic of 
Panama,” the Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement 


structure so that we could get to 

him, the building just collapsed wrh other hutched 

upon itself."^ Washing 


tmenL <*par- “Everything T^ks good “ 

Officials said the structure was ^^2S ncn ‘? lor 
too shaky and unstable for ^ rocIceis 5^ 1 

humans to enter after the initial T ^ enty J ? unule8 ™r 

s°. yap*. “It could continue to Wh? r !IjfJ SS,on d J I W£ Vic 
falLAt any moment it could con- rc P orted Than 3 

bnue to fall,’’ a firefighter war- ^f^^gc^rryuigthesaldlites 
ned before th« uvw« .i—ii.. achieved a successful nrhit 


_ i wm ia were underway. 

Panama will charge Noriega with murder to break US- Vatican deadlock 

IAMAUA riTV T < ixata * 


PANAMA CITY, Jan 1, (AP): Government plan* to 
charge Manuel Antonio Noriega with murder and other 
common crimes may break a week-old rfwidlo ck between 
the United States and the Vatican over custody of the 
deposed strongman. 

US President George Bush says he wants Noriega 
behind bare in the United States to stand trial for drug 
trafficking, and Panamanian President Guillermo 
Endara, who succeeded Noriega hours after a Dec 20 
invasion by US troops, previously indicated he’s not too 
eager to have him in Panama. 

But the Vatican, in whose embassy he sought sanctuary 
Dec 24, has made it clear it is reluctant to give Noriega up 


until all the niceties of diplomacy and international law are 
fulfilled. 

Noriega greeted the New Year at the Papal Nunciate, bs 
the Vatican E m b ass y is called, surrounded by US troops 
and armour. 

Two blocks away, behind the line of American soldiers, 
a crowd of about 200 people stood in silent vigil, holding 
lighted candles, saying they came to pray the strongman be 
Nought to justice. 

Up to now, the main stumbling block has been the 
Vatican’s insistence that it cannot turn him over to the 
United States, which it considers a foreign military power 
in Panama. 


■It saw itconadere its embassy here accredited to deal serious crimes." 
only with the Panamanian government, and it has been In what aonearerf m h. M * . 

It. has amilarfy radicated there are the centuries-old 10 <****: 

traditions of political asylum and church sanntuxrv 10 officers ofthe now dbban- 


bad achieved a successful orbit 

117 10 437 “ifc® 
(1 87 to 700 kilometers) high. 

More than three hours after 
launch, officials reported that 
both satellites hhad been 
deployed successfully from the 
upper stage ofthe Titan rocket 
i ne Titan got away on its 10th 
attempt. Originally set for Dec 7, 
the launch was delayed onece by 
a tec h ni c al problem and eight 


H 


It has similarly indicated there are the centuries-old 
traditions of political asylum and church sanctuary to 
safeguard, bom of^ which could be obviated in the case of 
common crimes — with the Vatican having the privilege of 
deciding. 

So far, the Vatican has granted Noriega temporary 
asylum and it has not ruled out turning him over to 
Panama, saying in a statement Saturday it “did not intend 
to Noekthe course of justice regarding a person accused of 


™ 5 government was preparins 


toes by strong, high altitude 
winds. The wradwas no oroblem 


^ involved in an Oct 3 coop attempt 

“We will ask whomever has Noriega to turn him over tn 
Panama so he can be brought to trial," Ctuz told a xkw 

^ Vaticai1 ' 11x1 added that the 
request would be made tomorrow or before.” 


wmas. The wind was no problem 
last night and the countdown 

proceeded without a hitch; 

Pac ked in the nose cone ofthe 
tost powerful US commercial 
were the 14,700-pound 
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Lee to 
quit as 
PM by 
year end 


SINGAPORE, Jan I, (UPI): 
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, 
who turned a colonial backwater 
into a modem industrial giant, 
announced yesterday, he will 
step down from the post he has 
held for 30 years before the end of 
1990. 

In his New Year's message, the 
66-year-old Lee said First 
Deputy Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong will be his successor, 
ending speculation lhaL he would 
immediately pass the post on to 
his son. Trade and Industry Min- 
ister Lee Hrien Loong. 

Lee Kuan Yew, who has been 
in control from the time Sin- 
gapore achieved self-rule in 1959 
and full independence from 
Britain in 1965, said the tiny 
country of 2.6 million residents 
“enters the 1 990s with its people 
and leaders confident that they 
have pulled together when the 
going got rough, and can do so 
again,” 

“For Asia and the Pacific a 
sound relationship between 
America and Japan is crucial to 
stability and growth," Lee said, 
noting this “may be more dif- 
ficult in thefiu rure without a com- 
mon threat from the Soviet bloc'* 
swept by democratic reforms. 

Exhorted 

He exhorted his countrymen 
to “let the 1990s be the decade 
when Singapore comes of age as 
a developed country." 

Lee. the country’s first and 
only prime minister, has made it 
clear he is not retiring but has 
said in the past he will become a 
senior cabinet minister. 

: : Western observers expect -he 
will:- retain • veto power on aH 
critical decisions and leave the 
day-to-day running of the coun- 
try up to his hand-picked second 
generation of leaders, including 
his 37-year-old son, a high- 
profile minister. 

; Although Goh, 48, has said he . 
iexpects Lee Hsien Loong to 
eventually follow him in the No. I 
job. he ruled out any interim 
premier label for himself by mak- 
jing ii clear he expects to run in the 
(next election in 1 993. * 

j “It has been a decade of self-£ 
Vrenewal ,~ Lee said of the 1980s. 
)“a new generation has assumed 
(leadership positions in the 
•cabinet, parliament and the 
public service.” 

f “Before the end of 1990, Goh 
jChok Tong win take over as 
‘prime minister,'’ Lee said, his 
most explicit statement yetabout 
relinquishing the prime ministry. 

Skeptics however recalled that 
Lee indicated five years ago he 
would retire at 65. 

Unwavering 

Ignoring criticism from 
human rights groups world-wide 
and increasingmxmbeTS of young 
Singaporeans, Lee has been 
unwavering in bis conviction 
that the multi-racial country 
overwhelmingly dominated by 
Chinese was too delicate to with- 
stand any opposition strong 
enough to challenge his People's 
Action Party. 

• Those regarded as threats to 
the national security have been 
incarcerated without trials in the 
government detention centre. 

Lee has vigorously cracked 
down on criticism of his govern- 
ment, engaging the foreign press 
in an unrelenting battle. The cir- 
culation of four publications 
have been hatcheted For stories 
on domestic politics. 

The Singapore government is 
currently seeking a contempt of 
court ruling against the Asian 
.Wall Street Journal. 


Chun testimony cut 
short by free-for-all 

Ex-president refuses to apologise 


SEOUL, South Korea, Jan 1, (Agencies): Fonner President Chun Doo- 
Hwan yesterday cut short his testimony in Parliament about corrup- 
tion and abuses during his rule after lawmakers jeered him and shoved 
each other in several free-for-alls. 

One opposition lawmaker raced to the podium whore the disgraced 
former leader was addressing Parliament and shouted, “murderer." 
Another hurled a wooden nameplate at government lawmakers. One 
fracas forced a four-hour adjounuunent of the long-awaited testimony. 

“I felt heartbroken that I could not finish my testimony, but I will tell 
***}' nrf* m i-t r*f the truth in other ways,” Chun told reporters before 


departing from the national assembly. 

He returned to the Buddhist temple where be has lived in self- 
imposed exile since leavingofEce in 1 988 after a seven-year term marred 
by charges of corruption, human rights abuses and misconduct 
Aides said he would not come back to testify. 

on nation-wide radio and television. 


Chun refused to make an outright apology, as opposition parties have 
demanded, but said he would take “moraJrespo risibility 


mgs under his rule. 



Hijacker confined 


Japanese prosecutors studlng what action to take against 
the accused hijacker of a Chinese airliner moved him 
Sunday from a hospital into detension, a Foreign Ministry 
official said. _ 

An official of the spinal injury centre in Fukuoka, south- 
ern Japan, said Zhang Zhenxin. 35. of China's Hebei 
province, was carried from the hospital on a stretcher. 

China has demanded the return of Zhang, who repor- 
tedly told Japanese police he hijacked the plane because 
he was fleeing Chine's crackdown on the pro-democracy 
movement, in which he said he had participated. The 


plane flew to Japan after South Korea refused to let it land 
there. 

Zhang suffered a broken pelvis when he was pushed out 
of the plane by a crew member after It landed Dec 1 6 at 
Fukuoka airport, 899 kilometres (557 miles) southwest of 
Tokyo. 

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said 
the ministry was informed that prosecutors had taken 
Zhang to a Justice Ministry facility in Fukuoka under a 
temporary detention warrant. 

The official declined to discuss details. 


Jiang sets tone 

Social stability 


BEIJING, Jan I. (Reuter): and rej 
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Jiang 
lea 

decade with ail 
social stability and national 
unity to overcome “temporary 
difficulties.” 

In a 2,000-word address at a 
New Year tea party for 350 
politicians including represen- 
tatives of minority non-com- 
munist parties, Jiang also 
promised "more socialist 
democracy and deeper political 
restructuring.’' 

But he added that this must be 
conducted along socialist lines 
and under Communist Party 
leadership. 

The New China News Agency 
(NCNA) reported that Jiang 
"pledged to strengthen 
democratic and legal construc- 
tion so that the Communist Party 
and government can better 
reflect the aspirations and 
interests of the prople ...” 
Played down 

Since Jiang's liberal predeces- 
sor Zhao Ziyang was ousted in 
June by hard-liners who accused 
him of fostering "bourgeois 
liberalism’’ — party shorthand 
for unacceptable Western ideas 
— the leadership has played 
down the idea of political 
reforms. But it has repeatedly 
stressed that economic reforms 
woud continue. 

Jiang’s tentative and 
cautiously-worded return to the 
subject of political restructuring 
was overshadowed by his firm 


ited calls for stability 
ierenc& ftTBetjinjij’s 


TfingSaid: “Soda! stabUitytta 
'*»4nattes$bf prime -importance in 
China. Only when society is sta- 
ble can we concentrate our 
efforts on our various tasks.” 
The communist leaders, 
shaken by political unrest here in 
May and June, have made no 
secret of their alarm at the more 
recent retreat from communism 
in Eastern Europe. They have 
been eager to show that they will 
do all in their power to prevent 
any similar change in China. 

Beijing used tanks and troops 
to crush mass pro test demonstra- 
tions in June, with heavy loss of 
life, and Jiang’s New Year speech 
made clear that no relaxation of 
the party’s hard line on public 
order was in prospect. 

Declared 

“We will persist in following 
the socialist road,” he declared. 
"China can tide over and is effec- 
tively tackling temporary dif- 
ficulties under the leadership of 
the Communist Party.” 

The current generation of 
mostly elderly Chinese commun- 
ist leaders has a lasting horror of 
disorder after the violence and 
upheavals of Mao Tse-tung’s 
1966-76 cultural revolution 
which was aimed in part against 
the party apparatus. They have 
been particularly alarmed by the 
execution last month of their 
long-time Romanian ally 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 


China goes it alone 

Gorbachev blamed for ‘disorder’ 


BEIJING, Jan 1. (AP): Seven months after Deng 
Xiaoping told Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
that their decades-old ideological schism was 
healed, Chinese leaders are privately accusing Gor- 
bachev's reforms of leading the socialist world 
astray. 

Chinese authorities, in internal documents and 
closed meetings, reportedly blame Gorbachev and 
his “new thinking” diplomacy for unleashing the 
forces that have ended 40 years of communist 
dominance in Eastern Europe. 

Diplomatic sources say China was being careful 
to avoid a public break with the Soviet Union and 
other fast-changing socialist states by stressing that 
China never interfere in the internal affairs of other 
nations. 

A visit to China this week by Valentin Falin. head 
bf the Soviet Communist Party's international 
department and the highest party official in China 
since May, went unnoticed in the official Chinese 
press until his final day meeting with Party General 
Secretary Jiang Zemin. 

Reports on that meeting had Jiang lecturing Falin 
that socialist reform must "take the right route.” 
The Soviet side had no comment on the talks, and 
Falin declined even to talk to the Soviet press. 

• Foreign Ministry spokesman Jin Guihua, asked 
about Gorbachev’s “new thinking” diplomacy that 
Encourages socialist countries to choose their own 
paths to political reform, said the concept "requires 


careful and serious study.” 

But a Soviet source said it was "very clear the 
Chinese are now critical” of the idea. Sources say 
senior Chinese leaders are criticising Gorbachev for 
"confusing people” about socialism. 

In recent days, the authorities have taken a dif- 
ferent tack, drumming home the inevitability of 
communist rule in China and the correctness of their 
harsh suppression of political opposition. 

Privately, however, Deng and other leaders feel 
betrayed by the revolutionary events set off by 
Gorbacfaev. and are deeply concerned that 
democratic unrest may spread to China, the source 
say. 

This concern was heightened by the violent over- 
throw of the Nicolae Ceausescu government in 
Romania. Ceausescu, an old friend of China, tried 
and failed to use the Chinese method of silencing 
dissent with armed force. 

Following Ceausescu's downfall, several illegal 
anti-government posters have appeared on Beijing 
campuses, among the first small signs of resistance 
since the military crackdown on the student-led 
Tiananmen movement m June. 

One internal document circulating among high 
officials that lays down official position on 
Romania reportedly rites Gorbachev's policies as 
one factor behind the turmoil in Romania. It also 
speaks of the subversion of hostile foreign forces, a 
reference to the WesL 


HK rally 
calls for 
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HONG KONG, Jan 1, (AP y. 
About 10,000 people staged a 
noisy bat peaceful demonstration 
today outside the Chinese Xinhua 
news agency office In Hong Kong 
in support of democracy in China. 

The demonstrators shouted 
slogans and carried banners read- 
ing^ “we love China,” not common- 
ism” and "today Romania, 
tomorrow China.” 

They also voiced their support 
for the downfall of communist 
governments in Romania and 
other Eastern European nations. 

The protesters rallied in down- 
town Hong Kong before marching 
the several miles (kilometres) to 
the Xinhua office. 

The demonstration was staged 
by the Hong Kong alliance in sup- 
port of the patriotic Movement in 
China, which Beijing has accused 
of trying to use this British colony 
as a base for subversion in China. 

Police said there were no 
reports of any incidents during the 
two-boor protest. 

Last right, die affiance staged a 
candlelight vigil at a downtown 
park in support of democracy in 
China and Romania. 

The Dalai Lama, Tibet’s exiled 
spiritual leader and winner of the 
1989 Nobel Peace Prize, urged 
rhi— today to follow the refor- 
mist example set by East Europe 
or risk another Romania m his 
Himalayan homeland. 

“Not heeding the aspirations of 
tbe people will only lead to blood- 
shed and violence,” the Dalai 
Lama said in a New Year message 
issued through his office in New 
Delhi. 

“Romania is a tragic example 
of a Mind leadership which tried to 
resist change. The human yearn- 
ing for freedom cannot be sappres- 
sed by brute military might,” he 


Tboosandsof people wereltJDed 
in Romania last month in a 
successful uprising against the 
dictatorial rule of President 
Nicolae Ceausescu, who was 
executed after a brief ami secret 
trinL 

Other communist governments 
in Eastern Europe have ceded 
exclusive power m the face of 
popular agitation. China, which 
bloodily suppressed its own pro- 
democracy student demoratra- 
tioss in June, has said it will not 
follow suit 

Tbe Dalai Lama, inastatement 
issued from his home in exile In tbe 
Indian Himalayas, complained 
that the Tibetan capital, Lhasa, 
was still under martial law 
imposed after anti-Chinese 
demonstrations last March. 

More demonstrations in June 
were pot down “with unpreceden- 
ted violence and brutality,” he 
said. 


' for wrongdo- 


He has denied any personal 
corruption, but 48 ofhis relatives 
and associates have been convic- 
ted of embezzlement and other 
crimes. 

"I didn't do anything wrong,” 
Chun said. 

'It’s a lie, it's a lie,” one opposi- 
tion lawmaker shouted as Chun 
denied almost all charges of 
corruption, power abuse and 
misdeeds. 

Chun's testimony before 
about 200 lawmakers and spec- 
tators was aimed at bringing 
calm to South Korean politics, 
which have been dogged by 
public demands to reveal the 
truth behind allegations against 
his government. 

President Roh Tae-Woo, 
Chun’s successor and former 
associate, appealed to South 
Koreans in a New Year’s mes- 
sage yesterday “to put an end to 
past affairs once the past 
president apologises for wrong- 
doings.” 

Kim Dae-Jung, a two-time 
presidential candidate and 
opposition party leader who was 
sentenced to death under Chun’s 
rule for alleged sedition, was 
among the spectators at 
parliament 

The testimony, which lasted 
more than 12 hours, was 
interrupted repeatedly by shout- 
ing matches that forced adjourn- 
ments and a virtual frec-to-all 
involving about two dozen leg- 
islators. 

A melee erupted alter opposi- 
tion legislators angrily accused 
Chun of lying about his 
involvement in the crushing of a 
1980 dvO uprising in the city of 
Kwangju. About 200 people died 
and. 1,500: tore wounded in the 
Uprising,* which was suppressed 
by the military. Chun was a top 
military general at tbe time and 
became president the same year 
with military backing. 

Opposition and government 
party lawmakers shouted, jeered 
and shoved each other in a fracas 
that adjourned the session for 
almost four hours. 

Although no one was hurt 
when an opposition lawmaker 
hurled the nameplate, aides 
hurriedly led Chun away and 
government party lawmakers 
later refused to attend the hear- 
ing when it was rescheduled. 

un was criticised by the 
public and politicians for what 
called insincere testimony. 
Mkny accused him of perjury. 
‘Mr. Chun showed no sign of 
stance. His arrogant 
tilde would incur the wrath of 
people,” said spokesman 
Tae-Shik of the largest 
•position party for Peace and 
smocracy. 

The No. 2 opposition group, 
the Reunification Democratic 
Party, denounced the ex- 
president as a "man dreaming in 
a fantasy land.” 

I Some opposition leaders 
charge the Kwangju uprising was 
a scheme by Chun and his 
j associates to seize power. 

Chnn, reading from a 
prepared statement, denied he 
played any role in the military 
suppression of the uprising. He 
said, however, troops on the 
scene had a standing order to 
open fire if a war situation 
occurred. 

"Mr. Chun's testimony was 
nothing but an insult and black- 
mail to the people,” said a 
statement from Chonmimyon, 
the largest dissident organisa- 
tion. “His testimony was full of 
distorted explanations that will 
incur public anger." 

■ South Korean Defence Mini- 
ster Lee Sang-Hoon expects 
arms control talks between 
South and North Korea will be 
possible in the mid-1990s, the 
Korea Herald said Monday. 

■ North Korean President Kim 

II Sung demanded today that a 
border wall in South Korea be 
torn down and free North-South 
travel ensured as a step toward 
reunification of the rival states. 



T oshiki Kaifu, wearing a kimono, practising calligraphy at his official residence. (Reuter wirephoto) 



Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko smile during a photo session for the New Year. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Japan pledges support 

New policy for East bloc 


TOKYO, Jan 1,(AP): Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
today pledged Japan's support for democratic 
reforms in Eastern Europe, and said he hoped the 
changes there would favourably influence Aaa. 

But “at present I can’t see any change in the 
region,” Kaifu said in a televised New Year 
interview, noting continued tensions on the Korean 
peninsula and conflict in Cambodia. 

Since Aria has different geopolitical characteris- 
tics, Kaifu said, it would be an oversimplification to 
expect a direct transplanting of the reforms being 
made in Eastern Europe. 

He urged China, however, to show some signs to 
change so that Western countries could lilt sanc- 
tions imposed on Beijing after its violent crackdown 
in June on the pro-democracy movement. 

For the maintenance of Asian peace, Kaifu said, it 
is essentia] that China not be isolated. He said he 
expected to exchange high-level officials with Beij- 
ing by spring, and "Japan has no intention of going 
back on its pledge to extend new loans.” 

Since June, Japan has frozen talks on 8 10 billion 
yen (S5.7 billion) worth of loans for China, The 
is crucial to China’s 1991-95 


ive-year economic pi 
Kaifu is to leave Jan 8 for an II -day tour of seven 
European nations, including Poland and Hungary. 
He said be expected new foreign policy initiatives on 
Eastern Europe after he returns from the trip. 
East-West rapprochement would not affect 


Japan’s security arrangements with the United 
States, he added. . . . 

He said the treaty was not a product or the cola 
war.and "is not merely a military agreement. It is the 
Kftris of a relationship built on trust between the two 
countries.” 

The treaty has allowed Japan to avoid becoming a 
military power that would cause its Asian neigh- 
bours to feel threatened, he said. 

Kaifu said Japan would continue to insist on the 
return of a group of northern islands seized by the 
Soviet Union in the closing days of World War n 
before a peace treaty can be concluded by the 
Soviets. 

Meanwhile, he said, the two nations should try to 
relations and continue a “persistent and 
” dialogue toward a peace treaty, even though 
it would take a long time. 

On US-Japan trade frictions, he saidhis govern- 
ment is making “every possible effort” to reduce 
Japan’s stubborn 50-biilion-dollar trade surplus 
with the United States. 

The prime minister said he would decide after 
returning from Europe on the timing of elections 
that must be held by summer for the lower house of 
Parliament The elections are exec ted in February. 
■ Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu will send 
an envoy to China in an effort to mend ties that have 1 
been strained since Beijing brutally suppressed a 
pro-democracy movement Iasi June. 


Cambodian rebels 
urged to quit ranks 


BANGKOK, Jan I, (Reuter): 
Cambodian President Heng 
Samrin, whose government is 
locked in combat with Khmer 
Rouge and non-communist 
rebels, today urged guerrillas to 
break ranks to avoid the coun- 
try's destruction. 

In a New Year message broad- 
cast on Phnom Penh Radio and 
monitored in Bangkok. Heng 
Samrin said the rebel groups' aim 
was to destroy the people and 
restore the Khmer Rouge to 
power. 

"You should immediately 
abandon the reactionary Cam- 
bodians' ranks and volunteer to 
return to your families and 
homes,” the President's message 
said. 

In remarks aimed at the whole 
population, Heng Samrin said: 
"(You should) be ready to do 


everything to prevent at all cost 
the return of the genodda! Pol 
Pot regime.” 

Heng Samrin's government 
came to power 1 1 years ago after 
Vietnamese forces ousted Pol 
Pot’s Khmer Rouge, who Wes- 
tern diplomats say were respon- 
sible for more than a million 
deaths in their four-year rule. 

The Vietnamese withdrew 
their forces in September, leaving 
the Phnom Penh government’s 
60,000 strong armed forces to 
face an estimated 46,000 
guerrillas alone. 

Ever riace their ouster, the 
Khmer Rouge ha ve been fighting 
tbe Phnom Penh government in 
an uneasy guerrilla alliance with 
factions headed by former head 
of state Prince Sihnaouk and the 
□on-communist Son Sana. 


HK Chinese encouraged to stay: Howe 


LONDON, Jan 1 , (AP): Deputy Prime Minister Sir Geof- 
frey Howe said yesterday that Britain is doing the “right 
thing" by offering special residence rights to key Hong 
Kong Chinese and rejected China's criticism of the plan. 

Britain said it win offer residence rights to 50,000 house- 
holds, or about 225,000 people, in an effort to prevent the 
most talented citizens from emigrating before China takes 
over the British colony in 1 997. 

On Saturday, China criticised the plan as a “gross 
violation" of its agreement with Britain and threatened 
unspecified retaliatory action. 

“1 have no doubt that we are doing the right thing 
towards the fulfilment of the joint declaration which we 


and the Chinese government signed.” Howe said. 

“What we are telling them is that You may become 
citizens of the United Kingdom but you do not need to 
come here to achieve that,' "he said on British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. Radio. “Our object is to encourage them to 
remain as part of tbe dynamic yeast of Hong Kong." 

The plan also has been criticised by some members of 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's governing Con- 
servative Party. Howe said in response to their concerns: 
“Some of them (the 225,000 Hong Kong residents) may 
well come, bu t wedo not think they are all likely to come bv 
any means." 


Suharto 
warns of 
turmoil 

JAKARTA, Jan I, (Reuter): 
President Suharto, with a watch- 
ful eye on the turmoil in Eastern 
Europe and parts of Asia, urged 
Indonesians yesterday to make 
sure their hopes for change do 
not create instability. 

Suharto, in a year-end speech 
to the nation, said development 
in Indonesia would "create new 
aspirations and new forces” in 
society that must be channeled in 
a constructive way. 

“They should not hamper our 
development nor weaken the 
nation’s unity,” he said. 

In an apparent reference to 
changes in the East bloc, Suharto 
said: “We thank God, because 
several countries and several 
regions recently have fallen vic- 
tim to tuimoiL..weareconcemed 
about that.” 

During his 23-year rule, 
Suharto has presided over grow- 
ing national unity in Southeast 
Asia’s largest country and 
brought the economy from the 
brink of ruin. 

The 68-year-old president, 
who came to power with the sup- 
port of the military after an abor- 
tive coup attempt in 1965, has 
-given no dear hint if he plans to 
stay on after his current five-year 
term ends in 1 993 and there is no 
obvious successor. 



INTERNATIONAL 


ARAB TIMES. TUESDAY. JANUAS¥2,»fe 


Aussie 


quake 
toll is 


now 12 


NEWCASTLE, Australia, Jan 
1. (UPI): Rescue workers silting 
the rubble for survivors follow- 
ing Australia's worst earthquake 
located the bodies of two more 
victims yesterday, and engineers 
said as many as SO buildings may 
have to be demolished or 
undergo extensive repairs 
because of structural damage. 

The discovery of the two 
bodies in the wreckage of the 
Newcastle Workers’ Club 
brought the death toil from 
Thursday's quake to 12. Nine 
bodies have now been recovered 
from rubble of the collapsed 
soda 1 dub, where patrons were 
playing bingo and slot machines 
when the quake jolted the region. 

Police spokeswoman Jane 
Ellis said workers uncovered the 
last buried area of the social chib 
and located the two bodies yes- 
terday morning. The bodies of 
the two men had not yet been 
identified. Nine victims, most of 
them elderly, have been iden- 
tified so far, and all but one were 
area residents. 

The earthquake, which 
measured 5.5 on the open-ended 
Richter scale, hamme red a wide 
area of New South Wales state 
on Thursday, causing extensive 
damage to Newcastle, a steel dty 
of one million people located 100 
miles (1 60 km) north of Sydney. 
Authorities said about 170 peo- 
ple were injured in the quake, 
whose epicentre was located 3 
miles (5 km) west ofNewcastle. 

Ellis said structural engineers 
estimated that 50 multi-storey 
buildings, most of them in down- 
town Newcastle, will have to be 
demolished or undergo extensive 
repairs because of structural 
damage from the quake. 

She said authorities had 
received official notification of 
damage to 4,000 different budd- 
ings since the quake. Because of 
the extensive damage, the inner 
dty area was not expected to be 
reopened until at least mid-Jan- 
uary. 

Aftershocks strode the New- 
castle area late Friday, causing 
terrified residents to run into the 
streets. Police said on Saturday 


there were no reports of damage 
followini 


or casualties Following the after- 
shocks. 

Seismologists said the expec- 
ted aftershock, which lasted 
about three seconds, registered 
I.S on the open-ended Richter 
scale and was felt in the Newcas- 
tle suburbs of Adamstown and 
Charlestown at 8:13 pm local 
time. 

Many people ran from their 
homes and elected to spend the 
night outdoors, authorities said. 
Seismologists said more after- 
shocks were expected in the area. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
residents visited relief centres set 
up in high schools and Salvation 
Army centres for emergency 
radons of food and temporary 
shelter, relief groups said Satur- 
day. 

• A strong earthquake struck 
yesterday near the north coast of 
Papua New Guinea, the US 
Geological Survey said. There 
were no immediate reports of 
possible casualties or damage. 

The tremor was centered 
about 230 miles (370 km) north- 
west of Lae and east of Wewak, 
or 420 miles (675 km) northwest 
of port Moresby, USGS spokes- 
man Don Finley said from 
suburban Washington. 


Cigarette 

displays 

banned 


SINGAPORE, Jan I, (UPI): A 
tough new anti-tobacco law pro- 
hibiting the display of pictures of 
cigarettes or their brand names 
on vehicles, telephone booths 
and counters went into effect 
today as part of Singapore’s 
drive to become the first nation 
of non-smokers. 

T obacco companies kicked off 
New Year’s day by respraying 
fleets of cars and vans to remove 
logos, trademarks and names 


while shopkeepers pulled down 
posters advertising an array of 


brands. 

“I didn’t even put them up,” 
said Mohd Ali Bin Mohideen, a 
60-year-old proprietor of a store 
plastered with cigarette advert- 
isements. “The salesman did it” 

The latest ban prohibits the 
display of pictures of tobacco 
products or their brand names on 
vehicles, signboard notices, pos- 
ters, suckers, calendars, ash- 
trays, telephone booths and 
counters. It also halts the sales 
promotion and distribution of 
free samples of cigarettes and 
other tobacco products as well as 
their packaging with other 
goods. 

Even the awarding of cigaret- 
tes as prizes in any lottery, game 
or competition has been stopped. 



2 teens charged*. Two teens arrested for 
allegedly shooting and seriously woundingaman in a 
Queem parking lot have now been tied to a Christmas 
dnve-by shooting that killed a pregnant woman and 
another youth, police said Saturday. 

Eric Reed, 17, and Dwayne Faust, 16, both of 
Queens, were picked up after the second shooting 
early Friday and later charged, as adults, with mur- 
der m the Monday night slaying on the street outride 
the drug-plagued south Jamaica houses project, 
police said. 

z left an 18-year-okl girl 
fa Jehovah's Witness who 
L The pregnant woman's 
wounded by the gunfire. 


4m. 




The Christmas shoo 
dead and morally wouni 

was eight months 
husband was 
police said. (UPI) 


Enviromiieiit favoured over economy: 


A newspaper poll indicates that Americans want! 
dean up the environmenteven if economic prosperity 
suffers. 

Respondents to the Los Angeles Times’ year-end 


r a 2-1 margin. 

’And a majority of those surveyed favoured deep 
defence spending cuts in light of changes in Eastern 
Europe, but there was time agreement on how to 
divide the “peace dividend.” (AP) 


pOots: A man 
nis desert faomea- 


Man 

who said smalfplanes busing over I 
tead drowned out his portable radio has been charged 
with using a 4-foot- (1 -2-metre-) square mirror to 
flash blinding sunlight into pilots’ ej«a. 

Aldde Chaisson, 69, who Uvea in a trader near 
Crystalai re airport, was d ted Friday for obstructing 
a flight path, Los Angeles county deputy district 


attorney Cynthia L. Uliigsaid. 
“It could be 


very hazardous.” Ms Ulfig said. 
’They were bong bttnded as they landed and took 
off.” (AP) 


Oldest Texas cowboy dies: The oldest 


irtwy 

t dream 


working cowboy in Texas dieathe way be wanted — 
stretched out in the prairie grass with his boots on, 
friends said. 


Thomas Everett Blasingame, 91, was found lying 

few his w i™™ 


on his back in a Texas 

horse standing nearby, by fellow cowhands at the Ja 
Cattle Co. ranch near Clarendon. 

“If he had written it down on paper, be wouldn't 
have changed a word,” about how he wanted to die, 
said Buster McLaury. ranch foreman. 

Johnny Farrar, ranch business manager, said 
Bhsmgaine was riding a young horse he was training 

just before he died. (UPI) 

• • • 



ship because rough 
weather barf foiled tbeir efforts to save the ship. 

The 620-foot (189-m) Vulca, registered in King- 
ston, St Vincent, went down at 1333 GMT Sunday 
about 750 miles (1,200 km) northeast of Oahu, coast 
guard petty officer earns Hubbard sakL 
Three coast guard rescuers and half of the 28 - 
member crew who had stayed aboard to try to save 
the ship abandoned the vessel Saturday night. 
“Everyone is now on the (coast guard) Cutter Sas- 
safras, safe and sound,” Hubbard said. (UPI) 



turns brown: a fbor^noirtb- 
old panda called Bao Bd whose black furhas turned 
brown may spawn a new sub-species of brown giant 
pandas, according to zoological experts in China's 
ancient capital of Xian. 

Bom blade and white like other examples of the 
rare animal found in the wild only in southwest 
China, the baby panda's black fur changed to brown 
1 17 days after hs birth on August 31 at Xmn’szoo, the 
New China News Agency reported on Monday. 

Its mother’s for was also brown and white, NCNA 
said. 

It quoted the Xian experts as saying: “This proves 
that the baby panda has die genetic code of its 
mother. If this continues it will mean a new species of 
brown and white giant pandas instead of toe usual 
black and white.” (Reuter) 


Malaysia to b«dld: a 574-mfliion (200- 

millioo ringgit) telecommunications tower expected 
to be the world's third tallest structure will be built in 
Malaysia. Information Minister Mohamed Rahmai 
said Saturday. 

Speaking to reporters after 'Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad visited the government-owned 
radio-television building, Mohamed said the 420- 
metre (1.378-foot) Kuala Lumpur Tower, to be com- 
pleted in five years, will house a telecommunications 
centre. 

Mohamed said the government had agreed to 
construct the tower and was awaiting approval from 
the telecommunications company of Malaysia to 
take part in developing the project jointly with his 
ministry. (AP) 


„ in dies: Paul-Henri Gra- 
nwin, the honorary chief doctor of the French Army 
whose tireless wont as the front-line surgeon in the 
disastrous IndoChma battle ofDien Bkn Pfau in 1954 
made him a national hero, died at the VaWe-Grace 
Military Hospital Saturday, dty officials said. 

Grauwin, 75, was head of the French army's sur- 
gery section in IndoChina from 1946 to 1954. He was 
taken prisoner May 7, 1954, but was quickly released 
on orders of Ho Chi Mmh. 


During the battle of Dies Bien Phu chat started 
rch 13, 1954. Grauwin worked tirelessly in bis 


March 

underground front-line operating room, amputating 
limbs from hundreds of foreign legionnaires and 
other French servicemen under increasingly difficult 
conditions as the Viet Minh victory drew closer. 
(UPI) 


Africa 


Angolan peace plan: Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos announced a new peace plan to 
end a 14-year dvfl war in the country, offering free 
elections -within five years but demanding recogni- 
tion of his mandat government. 

In his new year message in the Angolan capital of 
Luanda, Dos Santos outlined a new 8-point peace 
plan, including proposals for a cease-fire with rebels 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, known as Unita, Portugese media reported. 

The first two points of Dos Santo’s peace plan 
demand that Unita recognise the sovereignty of 
Angola and the legitimacy of his mantist MPLA 
government. 
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Hotel blown up 


A two-star hotel closed for the winter blew up in a 
spectacular explosion that police investigators 
believe to be the work of organised crime. No one 
reported any injuries. 

Police said bombers used bottles of gas and 100 
kilogrammes (220 pounds) of unidentified explosives 
to level the U Riposo Hotel Saturday night In the town 
of Sagone on Corsica's western coast. 

The explosion lit up the night sky, smashed founda- 
tions of the 22 -room, three-storey hotel and hurled 
rubble from the waits across the street, police said. No 
injuries were reported, they added- 

The blast was the latest in a series of attacks related 
to the hotel. Jean Renouard, son of the present 
manager, was shot to death Aug 7. The previous 
manager, Jean Dupuis, was killed similarly in 1985. 


UN drive 


Climb atop 


LONDON, Jan 1, (UPI;: Anyone on Earth 
with a pair of hiking boots was challenged 
today to “Climb for the world” up the moon- 


tain of his choice by UN Secretary General 
: Cuellar. 


Javier Perez del 

On Sept 18, declared the International Day 
ofPeaccby the United Nations, climbers from 
all 1 59 countries in the world body are invited 
'to hold “summit” atop their local 

mountains in a unique display of international 
co-operation. 

“Climb for the world’s” ce n t re piece will be 
a multiple ascent of Switzerland’s most for- 
midable Alpine peak, the Eiger, by five teams 
oftwodimbers from each continent on Earth. 


Dos Santos laid down the establishment of a 
national army, incorporating both government and 
Unita forces, as a condition for negotiations. (UPI) 


Afrikaner novelist dies: Afrikaner novelist 
Etienne le Roux, leader of rebd intellectuals among 
the first to criticise their country's white establish- 
ment, has died offung cancer at age 67. a hospital said 
Sunday. Le Roux, an attorney and a farmer before be 
tuned to writing, died at universitas hospital in the 
central city of Bloemfontein. 

In the 1960s, he was foremost among “rebd” 
Afrikaner writers who challenged the conservative" 
.. foundations of AfrikaneiLcnliure and attacked the 
■ white-domination of the black- majority: ~ * ■■ 

His work, ridL irtaVmbftlibui : and ailegdry^ was 
.banned here for years. *. 



Sweeping to clear image 


Members of the People’s Liberation Army 
sweep a railway station in the southern city of 
Ghangzhab Dec 30. The army conducts 'help 
the people' campaign across China to better 
their image after the crackdown on pro- 
democracy protesters in June. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 


Laitin America 


De MeUo defeats Da Silva: The govern- 
ment Saturday formally declared Fernando Collor 
de Mello the winner of Brazil’s first free presidential 
election in 29 years. 

Collor de MeUo, 40, of the rightist National 


Reconstruction Party, narrowly defeated socialist 
1 Da Silva, 49 per cent to 44 per cent 


Luis Inado Lula Da ! 

The election was held Dec 17.' 

“I am sure God will give me the strength to govern 
this country with open arms, together with the 
judiciary and the congress, whose participation is 
indispensable," said CoIlordeMello after receiving a 
presidential diploma from the supreme electoral 
court during a morning ceremony. 

Collor de MeUo had 35,089.998 votes after 100 per 
cent of the 70.26 million ballots cast were tatlH 
supreme electoral court President Jose Francisco 
Rezeksaid. 

Da Silva, of the radical left Workers Party, 
received 3 1 ,076,364 votes. (AP) 


Gorbachev is bitter, 



predicts peaceful 1990s 

Cold war is ending, socialism has not failed 


MOSCOW, Jan I, (Agencies): President Mikhail Gorbachev told his 
people yesterday he is bitter over the past year of strikes, ethnic violence 
and economic strains, but predicted the 1 990s could be the most fruitful 
period in h uman civilisation. 

Speaking in bis New Year's television address to the nation. 

Gorbachev also made it dear that he disagrees with British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's year-end conclusion that socialism has 
failed. . 

“The necessity to combine socialism with dcm«crr?cy has again been 

“The post-war division of the 
continent recedes into the past,” 

1m said. The cold war is ending, 


and people now speak of a “com- 
mon European, horne” as a realis- 
tic prospect instead of fantasy, be 
said, repeating his own previous 
themes. 


“The 1990s bid fair to become 
the most fruitful period in the 
history of civilisation” if people 
concentrate on “solidarity, co- 
operation and accord,” he said. 

Gorbachev was clearly 
appealing for unity not only 
internationally but domestically 
as welL In 1 989, the Soviet Union 
was riven by talk for secession, 
and by ethnic strife that lolled 
hundreds of people. His New 
Year’s wish was that 1990 pass 
“under the watchword of mutual 
understanding and consolida- 
tion.” 

The past year has been the 
most difficult of his tenure, he 
said. “But no matter how dif- 
ficult 1989 was, we are seeing it 
off not only with a sense ofbitter- 
ness, but also as a year in which 
modi indispensable work was 
accomplished,” he said. 

The year brought the Soviet 
Union’s first “genuinely free 
elections,” its first Congress, 
parliamentary experience and “a 
rapid rise in the democratic cul- 
ture of the people;” Gorbachev 
said. 

Last spring’s elections to the 
Congress of People’s deputies 
were the first multi-candidate 
elections in Soviet history, and. 
produced true competition in 
many districts. However, in some 
areas, communist bureaucrats 
kept an iron grip on the electoral 
process. 

Still, Gorbachev emphasised, 
grain was sown in 1989. “It is not 
easy for grain to grow -in our 
soil,” he said, apparently refer- 
ring obliquely to- democracy. 


“But if. they survive and strike 
rooL — and’ 


we must see they do 
they will yield rich fruit for the 
entire country and every per- 


son. 


The Soviet leader also noted 
important achievements of 1989, 
including unprecedented multi- 
candidate parliamentary elec- 
tions, the recasting of the 
Supreme Soviet as a permanently 
sitting legislature, and the debut 
sessions of the new Congress of 
People's deputies. 

“We have learned much over 
the past year,” Gorbachev said. 
“We had to reassess modi, and 
we see many thing s quite dif- 
ferently now than we aid a year 
ago. We now dearly visualise the 
goal that we are striving to attain 

— a humane, democratic social- 
ism, a society .of freedom and 
social justice.” 

Evoking President Bush's 
1988 election campaign plea for a 
“gentler, kinder” nation, Gorba- 
chev tokl his people: “Reason, 
kindness, patience and tolerance 

— the mam human traits that, I 
am certain, mark every person — 
are vitally essential to us.” 

Pravda credited Gorbachev 
for initiating the wave of change 
sweeping virtually the entire East 
bloc. 


■ Westminster college would 
like Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev to discuss easing 
East-West tensions at the forum 
from which Winston Chu rchill 
warned of an “iron curtain” 
nearly half a century ago. 

“We’re hoping that a world 
figure who has played such a 
major rolq in East-West politics 
would see the importance of 
returning to the place where the 
cold war was first defined,” 
college President Harvey Saun- 
ders said. “Obviously. Gorba- 
chev would be the ideaL” 


■ Gorbachev was named “man 
of the year” for 1 989 on Saturday 
m a poll conducted for the 
French ne 


newspaper Le Figaro, the 
newspaper’s polling organisa- 
tion announced. 

In all, 65 per cent of those 
polled by the Sofres market 
research organisation named the 
Soviet leader as their man of the 
year. . 


Mitterrand calls for confederation of Europe 


PARIS. Jan 1- (Reuter): The pane of chang ein 

1989 means that the new decade may see the 
birth of a confederation of all European 
nations. French President Francois Mit- 
terrand said yesterday in a New Yearaddress. 

But the countries of East Europe must 
achieve full democracy first, he said in a 
television broadcast on the eve of the new 
decade. 

“I expect to see the birth in the 90s of a 
European confederation in the true sense of 
the term, associating all the states of our 


continent in a common and permanent organ- 
isation of exchanges, peace and security. 

“Needless to say that will only be possible 
after the creation in the Eastern countries of 
multi-party democracy, free elections, a 
representative system and freedom of infor- 
mation. 

“Given the speed at which things are mov- 
ing we are perhaps not so far away," Mit- 
terrand said at the end of a year which has 
witnessed dramatic political change in every 
East European country except Albania. 


He said confederation would be the second 
of a two-stage process of European construc- 
tion. 

The first phase was to strengthen the bonds 
between the 12-nation European Economic 
Community (EEC) in line with the group’s 
summit in December in Strasbourg. 

The summit, the climax ofMiacrrand’s six- 
month EEC presidency which ended yester- 
day, took further steps towards economic and 
monetary union leading to a angle currency 
and a federal central bank. 



Gorbachev shown on TV during his address to the Soviet public on New Year's Eve. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Join me 
i n peace 
efforts: 



At fwfcisHfi 


VKPill.V. t‘. 
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WASHINGTON, Jan I, 

(Renter): President George Bush, 
in a teferisioa message to the 
Soviet Union broadcast New 


Year’s day, called on Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev to join Mra in 


redoubling efforts for world 
peace. 

He caBed Gorbachev a “good 
partner in peace,” ia the taped 
message to be broadcast in the 
Soviet Umon. 

Bush said he and Ms wife, and 
the Am erica n people, offered the 
! “oar war 


Soviet people “oar wannest greet* 


He said that as the last decade 
of the 20th centmy opens and the 
world looks back on nine decades 
of war, strife and snspksoo, “let ns 
also look forward to a new ceo- 
tmy, and a new mHlemmu, of 
peac e , freedom and prosperity.” 

Bash said the progress of the 
part gave him confidence the two 
nations were heading in the right 
direction. 

. Bid he added that “given the 
war-torn history of tins century, 
we shook! redouble our efforts to 
forge a new centnry of peace and 
freedom.” 

He said the challenges were 
daunting, hot the two nations had 
produced Abraham Ltncota, Leo 
Tolstoy, Martin Lather King and 
Andrei Sakharov, and “with 
goodwill and determination on 
both sides, I am confident our two 
peoples will be equal to the task.” 

Bush said be and Gorbachev, in 
their Malta meeting in D ecem ber, 
pledged to dminhfc the threat of 
HBdear war, to work to cat con- 
ventional arms, to ad regional 
conflicts and alleviate human OTf- 


He said be wanted to assure the 
Soviet people, as he had assured 
Gorbachev, that the Umted States 
sought no advantage from the 
teeala^ofcomnumism in Eastern 

Enrope. 

Bosh added be also toU Gorba- 
chev be backed Soviet economic 
reforms and would work with him 
to reduce barriers to trade and 

investment and the free movement 
of goods and ideas to help improve 
the fife of every Soviet citizen.” 

He said it was the American 
bdfef that lasting peace and pros- 
prnty came from a respect for 
I wmaa rights and the sharing of 
democratic values. 

Boh said: “Your own Tolstoy 
said that If o» hearts are empty 
■o law or political reform Can ED 


He said, “these vibes are not 
ecrintivdy American or Western. 
They are not the possession of any 

people or any domain. They 
briong to afl men and women, 
ttamgh all time, and in a0 places. 
They axe the inferable rights of 


He closed his message saying; 
“Thank yon, God bless you, and 
have a very happy New Year.” 


No freedom 


for Baltics 


Azeri town revo Its : 


‘ryr- 


WASHTNGTON, Jan 1 , 
(Reuter): Soviet spokesman 
Gennady Gerasimov said yester- 
day that Moscow’s doctrine of 
letting nations chart their own 
futuresstopped at the Soviet bor- 
derand that the Baltic states were 
to remain part of the Soviet 
Union. 

But Gerasimov, interviewed 
on US television, said force 
would not be used to put down 
independence movements. 

Soviet Pres dent Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is to visit Lithuania early 
this year to try to persuade the 
rising independence movement 
there to remain loyal to the 
Soviet Union. 

Independence movements are 
also active in Latvia and Estonia. 
The three were annexed by the 
Soviet Union in 1940. 

Gerasimov said the Soviet 
Union wanted to persuade the 
Baltic states that the changes 
being made in Moscow would 
give them independence they did 
not have in the past 

He said that under the refor- 
med Soviet system, “they will 
have real economic indepen- 
dence and a lot of political 
independence, but still it will be 
the union.” 

Gerasimov said they could be 
persuaded to stay by telling them 
of the economic problems they 
would face by going it alone. 
“They cannot really be on their 
own in economic terms.” 

He said if the Baltic leaders 
can’t be persuaded, ~we’U see 
wbat’s going to happen. But. of 
course, we are not going to use 
force. No, that’s excluded.” 

Gerasimov took issue with a 
statement by President George 
Bush that reunified Germany 
had to remain a member of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Or ganic - 
tion. 

He said a reunified Germany 
should be part of a broader 
European community and that 
Nato and the Soviet-led Warsaw 
Pact should be disbanded or at 
least be reduced in importance. 


“Otherwise,” he sdlti^Sfre 1 WU 
have a change in balance of for- 
ces there, and we will be afraid of 
the West pressing on the East. 
We must have co-operation in 
Europe, not domination." 

Asked what US aid the Soviet 
Union ought need in its econ- 
omic restructuring, Gerasimov 
said: “You can mention any- 
thing and we are going to need 
it.” 

Meanwhile, a remote town in 
Soviet Azerbaijan was yesterday 
still in the “hands of the people." 
more than 48 hours after bloody 
anti-government riots drove out 
local Communist Party officials 
and police, a local journalist said. 

Nazim Ragiznov, a journalist 
with links to the radical Azer- 
baijani Popular Front, said that 
people who visited the town of 
Dzhalilabad, near the Iranian 
border, yesterday reported no 
sign of police or party officials on 
the streets. 


In the Azerbaijani capital. 
Baku, tens of thousands of peo- 
ple demonstrated on Saturday in 
support of the people of 
Dzhalilabad and to warn auth- 
orities not use force to fry to 
reimpose Soviet power, he said. 

However, he said there had 
apparently been no fresh 
violence since the riots early on 
Friday, in which one 1 9-year-old 
man was killed and 22 civilians 
and more than 60 police were 
officially reported hurt after 
police fired on demonstrators. 


■ A political party that favours 
Lithuanian independence from 
the Soviet Union has been recog- 
nised by the republic, making it 
the first legal non-communist 
party in the country, activist said 
Saturday. 


■ Protesters denouncing shor- 
tages of alcohol for the New Year 
holiday blocked traffic and 
demanded the resignation of 
local leaders in a “wine revolt” in 
the city of Sverdlovsk, a Moscow 
daily reported yesterday. 
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Sofia. Prague and Bucharest. Gorbachev said. 


reforms- 

Gorbachev wished Eastern Europeans success in iheir revoluboKuy 
renewal and promised Soviet solidarity 
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sour 

*EAST BERLIN, Jan 1. (Reuter): 
JBerling’s wild New Year celebra- 
uon at the Berhng Wall turned 
sour when a giant video screen 
.collapsed onto a crowd early this 
rooming, injuring more than 100 
ipeople. 

Police also said they found a 
24-year-old West German dead 
along East Berlin's majestic 
boulevard Unter Den Linden, 
but his death did not appear to be 
connected with the collapse. 

A total of 300 people were 
injured, 80 of them taken to hos- 
pitals in East and West Berlin 
with cuts, broken bones and head 
wounds. West Berlin police said. 

It was a sad end to theparty of 
a lifetime, with East Germans 
clambering on the border wall 
that hemmed them in until just 
seven weeks ago, drinking, 
shouting and kissing their fellow 
Germans from the West. 

Toast 

Earlier police statements 
reported by the East German 
media suggested another man 
had died in a huge crowd of peo- 
ple surging forward to toast the 
peaceful revolution in East Ger- 
many and the opening of its bor- 
Iders.;' ;• 

But thejsolice later said they 
. _ ukf infirm only one death. 
Efci^'jhg' stroke of midnight 
|^gq|a^3eand fireworks rained 
l^wnidenTihe 400,000-strong 
.W^Wd^^hrongiiig the Branden- 
tfe^ the 200-y ear-old sym- 
bol of German tmity that was 
KtieataUeJhe pubficfer- 2$ years 
until only 10 days ago. 

the imposing gate up scaffolding 
supporting the video screen. Just 
after 1.30 am the scaffolding 
gave way. 

Red Cross workers struggling 
through the crush and the carpet 
of broken glass found scores of 
injured. 

Shortly beforehand, police 
had found a young West Berliner 
dead outside the*So vieeoti bass y *j 
200 roe tees^y ards) away. He was- 
not named, i 

ncauseof4eath. .. . ■„ „ A . r ... 

East German guards 

* immediately dosed border cross- 
ings at die gate, bringing an 

' abrupt halt to the celebrations. 

In Hamburg, West Germany, 

10 policemen were seriously 
injured and a patrol car was des- 
. troyed when masked anarchists 
. rioted during a New Year march, 
j police said. 

Just before midnight about 
1,000 people, many of them 
1 masked members of an anarchist 
. gorup called Autonomes, pelted 
police with stones and shot fire- 
work rockets at them after they 

- had been ordered to remove their 
' masks. 

More disguised rioters ambu- 
shed police who answered a fake 
emergency call in the city's port 

* area. 

The rioters stole a subma- 
chine-gun and ammunition from 

* the patrol car, which they pushed 
' over and set on fire. The fighting 

was eventually broken up when 
. 100 police arrived and threw tear 

- gas into the crowd. 

; Two Autonomes were arres- 
r led, police said. 

As Berlin revellers nursed their 
. hangovers later this morning, 
street cleaners set to work clear- 
i ing a path through ankle-deep 
; debris for a New Year’s day fun- 
r run spanning both sides of the 
t city in which some 2,000 Beriin- 

* ers took part. 

A new shift of border guards 
: arrived on duty at dawn to find 
that their once feared watch- 
towers had been broken into and 

* that the eastern side of the wall 
i was daubed with graffiti. 

] Souvenir 

1 The holes, made by souvenir 

* hunters armed with hammers, 
seemed to support a prediction 

. made by West Berlin Mayor 
Walter Momper last night that 
l the wail could be tom down 
; within weeks. 

r “If East Germany does not 
v tear it down, everyone in the 
West, the “wall woodpeckers,’ 

_ will take it away bit by bit,” he 

told a television interviewerstan- 
ding on top the wall. 

Around him some revellers 
sobbed with joy and embraced 

* complete strangers. 

Others, staring at the packed 
square around the gate and the 
explosion of colour and light 
L above its imposing arches, rub- 
r bed thrir eyes to make sure it was 
really happening. 

“Look at this — champagne. 
k fireworks, and the Brandenburg 
r. Gate I su’ll can’t quite believe it.” 
said Detlev Kriemer from Dort- 
.•} mund in West Germany. 

" Even the East German border 

guards, who only a few- weeks 
r, ago stood dour-faced in their 
watch towers and shot at 
anybody trying to cross to the 
West, had been in a mood to 
celebrate. 
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Wildest night at the wail 





CHAMPAGNE and fireworks rained 
down on tens of thousands of Germans 
revelling in the wildest, most ecstatic 
New Year's party of their lives at Berlin's 
Brandenburg Gate today. 


Breaking every imaginable taboo, 
East Berliners clambered on to the wail 
taht hemmed them in until just seven 
weeks ago, drinking, shouting and kis- 
sing fellow Germans from the WesL 


Some revellers sobbed with joy and 
embraced complete strangers to wish 
them a happy New Year. 

Others, staring at the packed square 
around the Brandenburg Gate and the 


explosion of colour and light (left) 
above its imposing arches, rubbed their 
eyes to make sure it was realy happen- 
ing. 

On the stroke of midnight the whole 


area was shrouded in smoke from the 
hundreds of firecrackers, rockets and 
Catherine wheels that whizzed and 
burst into the air. 

“Wall woodpeckers" were taking 


away the wall bit by bit Armed with 
hammers they chipped away blocks 
and got them sealed by East German 
border guards (right and centre) lor 
authenticity. (Reuter wirephoto) 



v K Eight works by French master Henri 
Matisse worth 75 milhtTn francs were stolen from the family home on the 
Riviera, police said on Monday. 

The works include the celebrated oil paintings .“View over Collioure 
port,” “Women in Brittany" and “Devdacqua,” investigators with the 
Nice police said. 

Two other oil paintings, a linoleum engraving and two pencil sketch- 
ings were also stolen. Ponce did not immediately reveal the tides of these 
works or estimate a value of the individual p*"— 

One of the century's most-praised artists, Matisse lived in the plush 
apartment in the hi I Is overlooking the Mediterranean formanyeyars. He 
died in 1954. 


pain ter's daughter-in-law, Maria Matisse, discovered I 
on her first visit to the residence since November. 


theft on Friday 


James. Elizabeth most popular: James and Elizabeth, the 
names of British kings and queens, were the most popular names for 
babies bom in 1989, according to the social editor of the Times of 
. London, newspaper. 

Of the 2, 780 boy s whose births were announced in the lofty newspaper 
last year, 392 had James as one of their names, 120 ahead of the runner- 
up, WHfiam, said social editor Helen Beard. 

Of the 2.645 birth announcements for giris, 254 had Elizabeth among 
thrir names, 1 06 ahead of the second most popular choke, Charlotte, she 
said. 

Of the first names chosen, James was alao the most popular for boys, as 
it has been every year since 1964, Ms. Beard wrote in her annual letter to 
the editor outlining parents' selections. James was followed by Thomas, 
WiBiam. Alexander, Edward, Charles. Oliver, George, Robert and 
Henry. (API 

* * * 

Itisk-ef" ienksemia: Chlorine added to drinlring'water may; 
.increase the risk of children contracting leukaemia, according jto a-' 
- W d i wg British ne wspa per on Sunday. k 0 

TheObserver newspaper said a new research by Dr Simon Raybould,a 
British professor at Newcastle University, northern E3glaSa, 1 'has r ' 
analysed leukaemia rates among children under 15 who were drinking 
water supplied by some water companies in the UK. 

He found that those with low levels of chlorine were less likely to 
develop acute lymphatic leukaemia- (K mml 

* • • 

Augusto Del Noce dead: Noted philosopher Augusto Del 
Noce. 79. has died of a heart disorder, Italian newspapers reported on 
Sunday. 

Del Noce was a prominent exponent of Roman Catholic thought and 
wrote numerous books on religious faith m a modem society. He died 
late Saturday. 

Del Noce was bom in Pistoia in 1910 and graduated from the 
University of Torino in 1 932. He went on to teach political philosophy 
and history of political thought at the universities or Trieste and Rome. 

In 1984, he was elected to the Italian Senate as a member of the 
dominant Christian Democrat Party. 

His best knwon book was “The Problem of Atheism," published in 
1964. CAP) 

• t * 

Briton with amnesia: A Briton who says be cannot remember his ' 
name or where he comes from has been discovered wandering about 
northern France, police said on Sunday. 

A passerby found the man, dressed in' corduroy trousers, a beige 
sweater and a checked parka, soaking wet on the banks of the Somme 
riverin the centre of Abbeville, 163 kilometres (101 miles) north of Paris. 

The man was taken to a hospital but could not remember his name or 
reasons for being in France, police said. He carried no papers and 
identified himself first as Richard Davis, then Richard Jackson and 
could not provide his home town. (AP) 

• • * 

Warmest yean Britain has basked in the wannest year since 
records began 330 years ago, according to figures published on Sunday. 

The record of temperature for central England, the oldest and most 
reliable national weather wide, shows that np to Dec 28 the mean 
temperature for 1989 was 10.6 C, 1. 1C above average. 

The official figure, taking into account temperatures up to Dec 3 1 , was 
revealed by the Sunday Times newspaper. 

It pointed out that scientists are expected to use the figures to re-open 
the argument over whether the greenhouse. effect has already started. 
(Kuna) 

• * * 

Labour ahead of Tories: Britain's main opposition Labour 
Party enters the 1990s with a seven-point lead over the ruling Con- 
servatives, according to an opinion poll in the Sunday Times. 

Iishows a considerable reduction in their lead sin c e the equivalent poll 
of just over a month ago and is in line with the findings of most other polls 
in the last few weeks. 

The minority parties, led by the Liberal Democrats on six per cent, all 
remain way out of the running. 

The figures are: Labour 46 per cent. Conservatives 39 per cent. Liberal 
Democrats six per cent. Greens four per cent, SDP three per cent and 
others two percent. 

Meanwhile, the Latest poll suggests that 61 per cent of people behove 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher has done a bad job in protecting the 
natural environment, while only 27 per cent think she 1ms done a good 
job. (Kuna) 


Romania bans Securitate 

Death penalty abolished: private property restored 


BUCHAREST, Jan 1, (AP): Romanians celebrated New Year’s Day free of the 
oppressivepresence of the Securitate after formal abolition of the special police force that 
served the late dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Romanian radio reported no overnight incidents of sniper fire or clashes between the 
army and die-hard Securitate units, which suggested a slow return to normality after two 
weeks of unrest that is believed to have claimed thousands of lives. 

Hundreds of Securitate agents were still believed armed and at large today, despite 
orders last week by the provisional government to surrender. 



% 



Ceausescus took a hostage: Ousted 

co mm Lmiat dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife 
commandeered a car as they tried to flee Romania, 
held a pistol to the horrified father of three and 
ordered: “If yon want to stay alive, drive.” 
According to an account of the Ceausescu's 
Decem b er 22 flight in the French daily Liberation 
on Saturday, the leader and his wife abandoned a 
helicopter in the countryside. 

The couple, travelling in a car with two members. 
• of the dreaded Securitate, then kidnapped Nicolae 


Death toll StiD imkllOWD: Two weeks after 
protest turned to insurrection, the death toll from 
the Romanian revolution remains unknown with 
estimates ranging from hundreds to tens of 
thousands. 

The first sketchy witness acoounts of rebellion in 
the western city of Timisoara estimated at the 
number of dead in the hundreds, then thousands. 

Then the revolution spread to Transylvania and 
finally to the capital, Bucharest. 

As street fighting escalated between security for- 


Petrisof ina yfltage -near Tirgcrvistc, : a ■city 70 kms T-ces toyafotfachitc dictator Nicolaeffiauyyu and # 


An elderly woman begs in Bucharest. 



A soldier flashed the victory sign. 



A soldier sits m a guard hut at Bucharest airport. 
(Reuter wtrephoioj 


(44 miles) from Bucharest- ~v • 

Petrisor, a father of three, was washing his car in 
the street around 2 pm when a yehlde screeched to a 
stop and a man jumped out, liberation said. Wav- 
ing a gun, be hustled Petrisor into his own car and 
ordered him to drive off. 

A few minutes later, after turning a corner, he 
was told to stop to Let the passengers from the other 
car in. 

Nicolae Ceausescu settled next to the terrified 
driver, his wife scrambled into the back- “If you 
want to stay ah've, drive,” Petrisor quoted her as 
saying, adding that she repeatedly thrust what he 
bdieved was a gun at his neck. (Reuter) 

* • * 

Elena left school at 10: a school ^report 

executed jCm anian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 
left school aged 10 despite her pretensions as an 

intellectual. 

Elena Ceausescu was shot alongside her husband 

by an army firing squad on December 25 after a 
popular revolution against their brutal rule. 

A photocopy of the 1928 school report signed by 
her parents was published yesterday in the 
Romania Libra newspaper. 

“These were the first steps of the wonderchild of 
world science and, it seems, the last,” the daily said 
in a sarcastic commentary. 

Elena, awarded a doctorate in chemistry by 
Bucharest University despite her shortcomings, 
prided herself on being an intellectual, even main- 
taining the fantasy while on trial for genocide and 
other crimes before being shot on Christmas Day. 

Honorary President of the Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, she was showered with honorary 
degrees during her visits abroad and numerous 
books on science were published in her name. 
(Reuter) 

* • • 

Macabre dilemma: Romania's revolution- 
ary leaders enter the New Year faced with a 
Macabre dile mma — what to do with the bodies of 
Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife Elena. 

The dictator and his wife were executed by firing 
squad on Christmas Day after 24 years of ruthless 
rule. 

Sources in the governing National Salvation 
Front said yesterday that Romanians, driven to 
despair by Ceausescu’s policies, did not want his 
remains buried on Romanian soil. 

“The people's wish has to be respected," one 
source said. 

“It is certain they will not be buried in our land.” 

The bodies have bceu embalmed until a decision 
is reached. The sources left open the possibility they 
might be disposed of in the Black Sea. (Reuter) 


East Europe rejoices in new-found freedom 

New Year mood ranges from sombre to ecstatic: Prague plans amnesty 


Interim President Ion lliescu formally announced the abolition of Securitate late 
yesterday in a New Year’s address, the East German news agency ADN reported from 
Bucharest. 

Announcement of Securitate’s dismantling after 41 years was preceded by the 
Retention of the agency’s former head, lulian Vlad, ajong with three ranking members of 
the ministry con trolling the police, the Romanian stale news agency Agerpress reported, 
ft did not specify what charges, if any, the four face. 

lliescu also said that bis 
interim government was plan- 
ning to introduce the five-day 
work week, reducing work days 
one. He reiterated the leader- 
ip's commitment to the 
introduction of multi-party 
democracy after more than four 
decades of communist rule, 
including 24 years under 
Cea u sescu. 

Shortly before lliescu spoke in 
a national radio and television 
broadcast, Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Corneliu Bogdan told 
reporters that “the Communist 
Party is dead,” in Romania. 

... At least six new political par- 
ties "have emerged since 
Ceausescu was overthrown Dec 
22 by a nation outraged over the 
massacre by security forces of 
hundreds of people in the wes- 
tern city of Timisoara participat- 
ing in an anti-Ceausescu protest 
The army had joined the peo- 
ple in toppling Ceausescu. He 
and his wife Elena were sum- 
marily tried and executed Christ- 
mas Day. convicted of “gen- 
ocide” and other grave crimes. 

lliescu is a former Communist 
Party secretary who fell out of 
favour with Ceausescu for speak- 
ing his mind but has the political 
experience that dissident intellec- 
tuals and other former opposi- 
tion figures lack. 

He also announced: 

■ Abolition of the death pen- 
alty, saying Lhe “two dictators 
were the last who deserved this 
fate.” 

■ Re-establishment of private 
property, with farmers again per- 
mitted to own 6,000 square 
metres (about 1.2 acres) of land 
surrounding their houses. 
Additional land could be leased, 
and its yield again sold on the 
private market, he said, unlike in 
the pasL, where the stale was for- 
mally the only buyer. 

■ A moratorium on opulent and 
wasteful construction projects 
undertaken by Ceausescu that 
consumed billions of dollars des- 
pite widespread privation at 
home. Among objects affected 
by the suspension is the nearly 
finished Palace of the Republic 
and the surrounding complex of 
apartments reserved for ranking 
Ceausescu followers. 

lliescu also made public 
agricultural production figures 
according to which Lhe year’s 
total cereal production amoun- 
ted to 16.9 milli on tons, instead 
of lhe claimed 60 million tons. 
Other totals also were well below 
claimed amounts. 

To pay off the country’s 
foreign debt Ceausescu had in 
recent years exported Romania’s 
best agricultural products while 
forcing rationing upon his peo- 
ple. The new government is now 


attny upitsalMed. with young revolufionanra, so too 
did the death toll. Estimates rose as high as 70,000 
at one point. 

But last week French health officials were told 
that 746 people had died in the entire revolution. 

Western diplomats, using witness accounts and 
their own assessments, now estimate that some 
10,000 people died. (AP) 

* • » 

Subscriptions cancelled: Executed leader 
Nicolae Ceausescu and his wife, Elena, cancelled 
Romania’s subscriptions to international news 
agencies to save $75,000 annually and stopped 
delivery of all foreign newspapers, the national 
news agency Agerpres said on Saturday. 

“Several years ago ‘CabinetuI 2’ — Elena's office 
(at the Communist Party headquarters) — decided 
that the Romanian news agency Agerpres should 
no longer renew its subscriptions to the main inter- 
national news agencies: (Agence) France-Presse, 
the Associated Press, UPI and Reuters to save 
$75,000,” the report said. 

Reliable sources said Elena claimed Romania 


debt,estimatedinl98lat$ll billion. 

The debt was eventually paid off last spring, but 
at the expense of the country's 23 million people, 
who suffered for years from widespread food and 
energy shortages. (AP)^ ^ ^ 

Secret police flee: Members of Romanian 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu's hated Securitate 
secret police have fled to Yugoslavia since the 
be ginnin g of the Romanian uprising two weeks 
ago, officials said on Saturday night 

Jo vo Vuckovic, Deputy Interior Minister of the 
Yugoslav Republic of Serbia which borders 
Romania, said 69 people had escaped across the 
border to Y ugoslavia. 

Among than were 10 agents of the Securitate 
whose men have fought on since Ceausescu's over- 
throw on December 22. 

“The competent organs, in co-operation with the 
Romanian authorities, are checking the identities 
of the refugees," V uckovic told Belgrade television . 

He said a total of 600 refugees had fled from 
Romania over the past few years. (Reuter) 

* * • 

PLO-IsraeK mediation: A senior Pales- 
tinian leader has disclosed that the late Romanian 
leader Nicolae Ceausescu tried to arrange a secret 
meeting in Bucharest between Israeli and PLO 
leaders, the Kuwaiti newspaper AI Scyassah repor- 
ted on Sunday. 

“He acted as a postman between the PLO and 
Israel ... he liked to play the role. But ital ways ended 
in failure because of Israel's intransigence," the 
newspaper quoted Salah Khalaf as saying in an 
interview. (AP) 


VIENNA. Jan 1. (Reuter): The mood among East 
Europeans ranged from sombre tc ecstatic today as they 
welcomed a new decade of freedom with a mixture of hope 
and trepidation. . „ , . 

As the celebrations ended. East bloc countries faced the 
daunting task of rebuilding their economies and meeting 
popular expectations that planned political reforms, 
including free elections, will lay their authoritarian past to 
rest. , _ 

For I he first time since the communist takeover after 
World War Two, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Ger- 
many, Hungarv and Romania plan multi-party elections 
in the first half of the year. Poland held free elections last 
year. 

But it was s till too early for celebration in Romania, 
where the peaceful revolution that has swept Eastern 
Europe drew its first hlood just before Christmas. 

The people of Bucharest stayed at home, mourning their 
dead and mindful of official warnings that secret police 
loyal to executed leader Nicolae Ceausescu could stID beat 


large. 

Ina midnight address, new President Ion lliescu pledged 
the country’s provisional leadership would promote 
democracy and strive for pluralism in elections scheduled 
for April. 

In Czechoslovakia, Prague’s WenceslasSqua re, scene of 
mass anti-government demonstrations only a month ago, 
was full of people celebrating the New Year and the new 
democratic order in their country. 

President Vadav Havel, a former dissident elected last 
Friday just seven months after he was released from jail, 
has promised to lead the country into free elections by 
June. 

Havel, pledged today to lift the country from a mire of 
political hypocrisy and ensure it would never again be 
subservient to another power. 

He also said he would introduce “a relatively extensive 
amnesty,” details of which were expected to be announced 
later today. 

Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, East Germany and 


most recently Romania, have all abolished the leading role 
of Lhe Communist Party. 

A similar move is expected later this month in Bulgaria, 
where a delay in bringing the motion before Parliament has 
damaged the credibility of communist leader Pc tar 
Mladenov. 

M laden ov, who faces the delicate task of ushering in 
Soviet-style reforms whilst doing his best to keep hold of 
power, said hi his New Year message the country was 
committed to building a “democratic civil society”. 

“We have started a revolution which wemustcany on to 
its successful completion," he added. 

The only country in Eastern Europe that has resisted the 
reforms sweeping the rest of the regionis Albania, where a 
sian* oFStaixo still overlooks the main boulevard in the 
capital Tirana, and which regards itself as the last outpost 


of Marxist-Leninist purity. 

Y ugoslavia ’s leading dissi 


leading dissident Milovan Djilas said yes- 
terday that upheavals in Eastern Europe marked the 
beginning of tne end of communism in the Soviet Union 


and its former satellite states. 

“This is iheend of Marxist-Leninist utopia," Djilas said 
in an interview. 

Once the closest lieutenant of the late Yugoslav com- 
munist leader Josip Broz Tito, Djilas was sacked for his 
libera] views in 1954. 

“What has happened in Eastern Europe is not only a 
revolution, but something that will change the course of 

history everywhere and the world must adjust to it," 

Djilas said 

‘Revolution is devilish, no one knows where it leads, but 
in eastern Europe we have witnessed a democratic revolu- 
tion unseen in history,” 

He said the deposed communist leaderships in eastern 
Europe would rotviiably be replaced with western type 
democracies, slightly varying from one country to 
another. 

“The same is inevitable in the Soviet Union, which is 
likely to split along ethnic hues in the long run," Djilas 
said. 1 


lose items available to the peo- 
ple. as it also increases energy 
allotments to permit warmer 
homes. 

Bogdan, his country's US 
ambassador for more than a 
decade before falling into dis- 
favour in the early 1980s, dis- 
counted the danger of commun- 
ists again assuming undisputed 
control of the country. 

He said members still formally 
in the party were in Lhe minority 
in the provisional government, 
and even those did not consider 
themselves Communist Party 
members after Lhe oppressive 
Ceausescu era. 

“I was one of them," he said of 
the communists. “I will pay for 
it.” he added. 
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Gulf production, price may go up, predicts AlHamad 

Next decade will witness sharp increase in oil demand 


THE 1990's decade will witness height- 
ened demand for oil resulting in an 
increase in the supply and price ofGCC 
oil which is estimated to range in 
production to about 12.5 bpd ana sold 
at a price of $28-32 per barrel, a senior 
Kuwaiti official said. 

Abdul Latif A1 Hamad, chairman 
and director general of the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social Development 
(AFESD) speaking at a lecture 
delivered within the framework of the 
cultural season of the Gulf and Arab 
Peninsula Studies Centre on the theme 
“Future Vision for GCC economies 
during 1990s” said: “The GCC coun- 
tries still depend mainly on oil as the 
major source of national revenue.” 

The official said that the main 


problem of the GCC countries rests on 
how to go beyond the unilateral econ- 
omy circle and recommend that the 
GCC countries should create an econ- 
omic pattern based on integrating all 
economic sectors. 

Hamad pointed out that the non-oil 
sectors contribution was increasing 
according to 1960-1988 statistics. 
These indicate that there is a relation 
between oil revenues and the contribu- 
tion of the non-oil countries. The effect 
of the oil sector on the other sector can 
be perceived through the increase in the 
state expenditure. 

The official called for the private 
sector to play its role towards diversify- 
ing national income resources and said 


that this sector could realise self-suf- 
ficiency away from its dependency on 
oiL 

He disclosed that relevant data con- 
firm that the GCC countries will sup- 
port investment in non-oil related 
industries to minimise imports. 

Meanwhile, Hamad clarified that 
there are three major factors which 
constitute the backbone of the indus- 
triaiisation process in the GCC conn- 
tries. The fust relates to the strategic 
industry which is represented by o3 and 
its derivatives, the second deals with oil 
and gaw such as steel, aluminium, cop- 
per and cement industry and the third 
deals with light industries represented 
by foodstuffs, textiles, medical indus- 
tries and assembly industries. 


He said that the first oil era had 
witnessed a significant growth in the 
Gross National Product (GNP) regis- 
tering an increase from SI 4.2 billion in 
1972 to about 5673 billion in 1975 and 
peaked by the end of 1982 when the 
GNP of the member states recorded 
about S242.3 billion. 


However, during the second oil era, 
the GNP witnessed a significant retreat 
and in 1988 revenues amounted to 
S 129.4 billion withaioss of about 47 per 
cent compared to the 1981’s income. 

The GCC countries lost from 1982- 
1989 about S858 billion— which equals 
three fold of the member states current 
outflows estimated at S297 billion 
according to 1987 statistics, the official 


said. 

He added that Saudi Arabia, accoun- 
ted for the Hob's share — estimated at 
54 per cent of the GCC total GNP in 
1988 compared to SO per cent in 1975 
and 68 per cent in 1 98 1, while UAE was 
second with 18 per cent in 1988 com- 
pared to 14.8 per cent in 1975 and 13.6 
per cent in 1981. Kuwait occupies third 
place with 1 5 per cent in 1 988 compared 
to 18 per cent in 1975. Shares of 
Bahrain, Oman and Qatar have 
increased from 1 .6 per cent, 3.1 percent 
and 3.7 per cent respectively in 1975 to 
2.8 percent, 5.9 percent and 4.1 per cent 
respectively in 1988. 

Hamad said that the Arab Gulf 
countries development is connected 
with the discovery of 03 which played 


its significant role after 1973 following 
the correction of oil prices in inter- 
national markets. He added: “The 
GCC countries then recorded incomes 
which had not been realised even by 
developed countries* economies." 
Income soared from $8 billion in 1972 
to SI 49.2 billion in 1 980 (i.e.m less Lhan 
one d eari e with a growth rate of about 
44 per cent per annum. This growth has 
also been reflected directly on the other 
non-oil sectors. 

This sustained growth provided the 
leverage for an increase m individual 
incomes from 51,300 in 1972 to about 
SI 6.400 in 1985. Individual income of 
the UAE citizen in 1980 averaged 
528,900 per capita. 

Speaking of agriculture and food 


secuntv in the future, the official snd 
that the problems of this industry are 
directly related to the scarcity of water. 

In this connection, he disclosed that the 
water desalination process in the GCC 
countries cost about SI. 8 billion per 
annum. The desalination costs tocover 
agricultural purposes will cost about 
S3.5 billion, the official said. 


Commenting on the general expen- 
diturein the GCC countries, theofficial 


said that all these countries are suffer 
iog from deficit in their budget as of 
1 984. This is reflected on the drop in oil 
revenues. These deficits have been 
gradually increased and the GCC coun- 
tries are reluciant to cover this deficit 
from cash flows invested abroad. 


Pedlars 

deny 

theft 


charges 


PEDLARS are usually sees 
carrying huge statuses or a doth 
bundle filled with goods which 
include fabrics, ready-made gar- 
ments and cosmetics and knock- 
ing on doors of residential 
premises in a Hd to “hawk” their 
wares. 

Doe to the very nature of their 
“house calls,” they are often 
accused of causing many boose 
thefts by striking deals with 
housemaids, particriarly during 
the morning period when boose 
owners are away at their jobs. 

A local daBy raised this issue 
with a number of pedlars to high- 
light their opinions towards these 
accusations. 

One of the pedlars said that be 
bad bees going around bouses sell- 
ing goods for the bast more than 20 
years and added that sales used to 
be much better in the past. 

He added that most pedlars 
entirely depend on these sales to 
earn their SveUbood and they 
operated on the princtyle of “low 
profit with high-turnover.*’ 

He said that all through his 
twenty-year career, he had not 
heard of any complaints, rather, 
q^iimeawdcomedtiManastheBr 
prides were cheaper thaa the soak 
and ad iMosaDy, cust om ers had 
the goods brought to them at thdr 
door-steps. 

He added that doc to the nature 
of their profession, he does not 
work throughout the year — 
specially during the period of 
June, July and August. He said 
that many of Us cust om ers are 
loyal and refese to shop for any- 


Abdnl bran, Urn working as 

a pedlar for the past 20 years said 

that he prefbs sdfing goods dar- 
ing the afternoons, because most 
um tm mi w wt hm nr at that time of 
the day and the weather is cooler 
partkatafy d n ii u g hot summer 
days. 

He said that be prefers to shout 
out Us wares, rather than ring 
door bdb which causes inconven- 
ience and annoys cust o mers. He 
added that be works on a small 
margin (100 fib per item sold) and 
is willing to take back any defec- 
tive goods. 

Karasna indicated that he does 
oot have any special area, but goes 
around all areas of Kuwait. He 
stressed that trust between Um 
and bajen is the mam bond in tUs 
job. 

Salem Omar told that there 
were about 300 pedhus working in 
this field and work in a ratified 
manner. They purchase their 

lafkt Souk and wooers are 
generally of the nriddfe4ncome 
group. 

All pedlars interviewed, 
vehemently denied that they were 
thieves or connive with maids to 
steal from the homes they visit. 


Outdated food 

INSPECTORS assigned to Area 
Four in Farwaniya governors te, 
Kheitan Centre, apprehended a 


large quantity of outdated food 
stuffs ‘ ‘ ~ ‘ 


fs stored in Rai area. 
Municipality inspectors had 
earlier stumbled on sparse quan- 
tities of foodstuffs invalid for 
human consumption and man- 
aged to trace the source through 
intensive investigation to the dis- 
tributor's storehouse in Rai. 

Inspection of the storehouse 
revealed large quantities of 
invalid stuiT commonly known 
as za’tar, coffee and a variety of 
different types of nuts and spices. 


WANTED 

A leading furniture 
establishment requires: 

— An Interior 
designer 

— A window 
disployer 

Having 5 years' experience 
in this field — full time. 

Tot 4736005 /Kernel 



Defence officers 


A delegation grouping officers from the Ministry of Defence headed by 
Major Mohammed Ali Al Farsi recently paid a visit to the Technology 
Studies College. The delegation was received at the college by it Dean 
Dr Sulaiman Shamsuddin who discussed the fields of co-operation 
and co-ordination between the college and the Ministry of Defence. 


The delegation toured.arqund the'drfferent department of the college 
Including the laboratories of Chemical Engineering Technology; 
Mechanical Engineering Technology. Electronic Engineering Tech- 
nology and Civil Engineering Laboratories. Picture above shows the 
officers pictured with Dr Shamsuddin . 


Move to speed up transplants 


Surgeon calls for closer co-ordination 


DR George Mamour Abouna, a transplant and 
kidney surgeon, cited law No 44 issued by the 
Ministry ofPubtic Health which provided for using 
organs of people killed in accidents for transplants 
with the prior consent of the family. 


relevant particulars 
plants. 


other 

for undertaking trans- 


He called for the estab lishm ent of a special com- 
mittee at each hospital for co-or dinating the work 
involved in transplant operations. He saidJhal the 
proposed committee should consist of a medical 
fea mhe aded; by thchead oftheihtenstye care unit or 
the bead anaesthesisLa surgeon, representative of 
the nursing staff, social researcher and a represen- 
tative of the public relation department. 

The committee will function as a link between the 
hospital and the Hamed AI Issa Transplant Centre 
and report all deaths caused by cerebral inertia and 
others in a timely manner. 

He stressed the need for using computers at the 
transplants centre where all deaths cookl be reoor- 


epoi 

need for organs in Kuwait if only 20 per cent of the 
total people killed on an annual basis could be 
utilised and stressed the need to implement the 
decision issued by the MPH. He added that despite 
'theammar400 <^s<srofdrath^tifKwaitnatis^1)i 
traffic 
prevent 

tims. .Li'.f 

He told that currently there are 260 patients 
waiting organs to.be donated while undergoing 
regular dialysis which is a costly operation. -. 

He reaffirmed the success of experiments at trans- 
planting Hver and pancreas in Kuwait, adding that 

in Kuwait Middte East. 




Maid jailed for attempting to kill baby 


KUWAIT'S Criminal Court 
sentenced a maid to seven years 
rigorous imprisonment to be foll- 


owed by deportation for attemp- 
ting to kill her employer's child. 


The victim's mother told the 
court that after feeding the child, 
she asked the maid to wash the 
child's mouth and went to sit in 
the saloon. However, soon she 
beard the child crying out loudly 
and rushed to the kitchen to see 
the maid trying to force the child 
to drink Clorox. 

She induced the child Lo vomit 
and rushed him to the hospital 
where medical treatment was 
provided. The child’s jacket on 
which he had vomitted and the 
bottle of Clorox were produced 
in court as evidence. 

The court was informed that 
the maid had been working for 
the family for the past two mon- 
ths and the accused was persis- 
tently asking for an increase in 
salary. As revenge, she tried to 


kill the child, the mother tes- 
tified. 

The maid pleaded that she was 
continuously being beaten by the 
child's mother. She wanted to 
leave her employer, but that was 
not permitted. 

The report of the medical 
examiner showed that there was 
no sign ofthe liquid found within 
the victim’s stomach, but 
attributed this to the quick action 
of the mother in inducing vomit- 
ting and other medical treat- 
ment. 

However, theconfession ofthe 
maid was taken into considera- 
tion in the deliberations of the 
court and sentenced passed 
accordingly. 

■ Kuwait's Court of First Ins- 
tance acquitted a young boy 
accused of accidentally causing 
the death of a woman. 

The court was told that the boy 
was playing with friends near the 
woman's house and was hit by a 


stone alleged to have been thr- 
own by the youth. 

The woman was bleeding, but 
did not report to the hospital 
However, the next day, the 
woman suffered complications, 
lost consciousness and was 
rushed to the hospital where she 


i husband claimed that his 
wife had informed him that the 
boy had hi t her with a stone while 
he was playing on the roof of his 
house which was opposite to 
theirs. The victim’s son testified 
that his sister had informed him 
that it was the boy who had thr- 
own the stone. 

However, the court took the 
following points in the delibera- 


tions in passing the not guilty 
did not 


verdict: the husband 
notify the police station at the 
time of the accident, nor did the 
victim report to any hospital and 
the identification was not based 
on any accurate eye witnesses. 


PLO marks 


Fatah Day 
in Kuwait 


THE Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) yesterday 
celebrated the silver jubilee of its 
mainstream Fatah organisation. 

The occasion was marked with 
national songs performed by 
Palestinian popular troupes and 
symbolic groups of masked 
Palestinians. 

The participants observed a 
moment of si fence m respect of 
the martyrs in the occupied land 
who died during the two-year- 
old uprising against Israeli 
occupation. 

Deputy Speaker of the Pales- 
tine National Council 
(pariiament-in-cxile) who dou- 
bles as Fatah representative in 
Kuwait and Arab Gulf countries 
Salim Al Zanoim and Kuwait 
government’s representative 
Abdul Hamid Al Buajjan were 
present, 

In a ceremonial address, Zan- 
oini saluted Kuwait and other 
Arab countries for thdr support 
to the Palestinian cause. 



public 

utilities 

inAhmadi 


ALI Fahed.Al Adwanl, chair- 
man, Ahmadi Govemoraie 


Igol 

paving streets and organising the 
operations at the' vegetables, 
fruits and fish market in Faha- 
hccL 

Interviewed byalocaldaily, he 
stated that the coming months 
will prove the council's keenness 
to serve the govemorale and its 
residents. ' t ’■ v ■[ ■..* . - . . j 

Establishment of governors te 
councils is a modem step to 
provide betterservices to citizens 
and reflects the concern paid by 
the government to serving its 
citizens, the official said. 

He pointed out that die mem- 
bers of the govemorale council 
are highly concerned with hear- 
ing all complaints and proposals 
submitted by ' govemorale 
residents and are keen to attend 
talks at all Diwaniyas to be in 
constant communication with 
citizens. - ' 

Adwani said that a compre- 
hensive reviews! will be conduc- 
ted on complaints presented by 
residents against -Mukhtars at 
the govemorale.' . , . 

He said that a special office has 
been established to receive all 
complaints and proposals from 
citizens and is intended, to cater 
to problem of individuals as wefi 
as a collective sector of residents. 
■ The director or Engineering 
Technology at Kuwait’s Minis- 
try of Public Works, Adel 
Abdurahman was quoted as say- 
ing that future projects aim at 
rehabilitating and expanding the 
purification stations and inter- 
national firms had tendered for 
implementing the project. 



Variety programme 


Pakistan People’s Club, Kuwait, celebrated the first anniversary of Benazir Bhutto's government by 
arranging a variety programme which was organised by Rana Imtiaz Hussain Chohan and Choudhury 
Mohd Akram at the Tariq Hotel. A large number of members of PPC, Kuwait, as well as guests Including the 
president of the club Haji Afzal Noor attended the programme. 




Call to wind up 


Friday Market 


Traders, sellers’ reaction 


THE Joint Economic Commit- 
tee's -report for reactivating the 
local economy included several 
suggestions addressing the busi- 
ness sector. One suggestion has 
called for closing down the 
Friday Market which according 
to the report was constituting an 
unjust competition for the 
market 


Friday Market was closed 
do wnseveral years ago anditwas 
re-opened to be utilized by a 
number of Kuwaiti pensioners 
and the public showed a great 
enthusiasm towards the Friday 
Market reopening as the market 
was providing several com- 
modities at cheaper rates com- 
pared to those at commercial 
centres. 


was different than that of its 
counterparts in the country 
either towards its location or 
towards its clients. He clarified 
that this market was serving a 
wide section of people in Kuwait 
at reasonable prices and this 
previlige has put this market in a 
rival position to the other local 
markets. 

Another trader, * Issam 
Ahmed, said that Friday 
Market, which opened only on 
Fridays and 'remained closed for 


he rented a stall from one 
Kuwaiti and was offering a wide 
variety of high quality goods. He 
added that the market was serv- 
ing the pubiicand the closure will 
adversely affect many traders in 
Kuwait who sell their stocks to 
the dealers at Friday Market. Al 
Jabali AbduUatif said that prices 
at Friday Market were com- 
petitive and the market wasplay- 
ing a vital role in reactivating the 
business. ?■ 


the rest of the days of week, was 
trying to provide all the com- 


The Joint Economic Commit- 
tee report suggestion in this con- 
nection has created several reac- 
tions among the sellers and the 
public. 

Saiah Abdullah said that the 


Fr iday Ma r k et was- 


modifies required by the cusr 
tomers and was not in any com- 
petition with other local markets 
other popular markets or com- 
mercial centres. He added that 
the market "was playing an 
important role in reactivating the 
business movement in the coun- 
try by purchasing the stock from 
the merchants and then reselling 
it at reasonable prices. 

Yusuf AI Anbai denounced 


Sanad.Al Ajrai said that the 
goods atthe Friday Market wjjre 
cheaper and unlike other mark- 
ets was serving a broad section Of 
people particularly low income 
classes. He objected to the dos- 
ing down of the market. 


Ali Al Aibi said that Friday 
Market was not competing with 
others, but was benefiting mark- 
ets as well as consumers who can 
purchase their requirements at 
reasonable prices. 

Ibrahim Ahmed, said that 
was iproviding 



rates. TIC added thatihis 


... 

Yaqoub Al Nathshi, said that 



The Public Authority for Applied Education and Training held a celebration recently to mark the seventh 
anniversary of ite establishment. The ceremony was attended by the authority's senior officials^S^Stee 
Deputy Director General Humoud Al Mudhaf. a number of colleges’ deans a nd other senior offidSte. 


Alert for emergency 


A LOCAL dad 
the Country’s 

number of employ w ««, u w< uisu uuwa. 

A semoroffidal at the Nuwaiseeb Rescue Centre, Nascr Abdullah A] 
Hidari said that besides fire-fighting operations; duties involve being 
on constant alert for any emergency. Personnel are called to scenes of 
road accidents, budding collapses and provide first aid measures, 
artificial resusitation, setting of fractured bones and initial medical 
treatment 

Most accidents occur, during February being the month when 
students take their mid-term hohdays and also during official holidays 
in general as well as during spring camps. Last February a total of 244 
operations of various types .were undertaken, the official said 

He added that the centre operates on a 24-hour basis and is fullv 
equipped with ail necessities. Personnels daily routine include regular 
examination of stand-by and emergency equipment, followed bv in- 
house training, with a 1 5-minute break and then a theoretical lecture on 
rescue operations and first-aid duties. 

The number of casualties and deaths recorded since last January was 
205 The centre's ar^ffig 


Last day for 
registration 

THE Public Authority for 

CJ. J ' • 


. i*aaet) has announced 
Wednesday will be the last day 
for registration in ail' of its 
programmes for the ndrt 
scheduled for eight weeks* begin- 
ning Feb 10. •• .•_= ■■■ 

Registration is beu^ preipes- 
*1 the premises of thcFacohy 
of Commercial Studies of the 
authority in the Hawalti areabet- 
ween 4 and 8 pm or at tite auth- 
ority’s headquarters in Pagan 
Complex during normal work- 
uighours. 

Meanwhile Paaet will open 
two new centres for society 
service programmes in Jahra and 
Mangaf areas beginning from 
die spring seasons. 


- . ■ . ; - — i seaso ns. 

Special plans to train technical cadres 


ONE ofthe _ 

Affairs and "Labour in the Arab Gulf states is to 
modernise the .specia lised departments and staff to 
secure optimum services and obligations of society 
Kamel Al Saleh, secretaiy-geaeraUrfthe follow-up 
Bureau ofthe Council of Ministers ofthe Arab Gulf 
States said. . 


, labour statis- 


. He added that the council has developed special 

□Ians to train the technical raHnx ■ fTr“ 


safety and health industrial security 

^ JR lIsS "*^v***** 


« — iu luck: ministries 

and has begun to undertake co-ordination activities 
among the relevant departments ofthe states in the 
area. ■ 




- Saleh pointed out that this bureau has completed 
a mnnber of studies of these departments and thdr 
staff in relation to the situation of social welfare 
establishments, social development centres 

ffdM^’KrTO Offered to’ 
Arab Gulf children, labour services, professional 


msmi 


lakbour 


lectured a number of cultural. semi^*^ 
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Kuwait 



KUWAIT has welcomed resumption 
of diplomatic relations between Egypt 
and Syria and stressed significance of 
the -step in realising Arab aspirations 
for unity and solidarity in facing 
immediate challenges. 

It also expressed satisfaction at the 
decisions taken by the Bulgarian 
movement offering more freedom to 
Muslims in practising religious rites 
and thepositiveTuikish response to the 
decisions. 

The stance was made duringa weekly 
cabinet session on Sunday, chaired by 
His Highness the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Ai 
Abdalh. 

Briefing newsmen. Minister of State 
for Cabinet Affairs Rashed Al Rashed 


resumption of Egypt-Syrian ties 


.said the Council ofMmistmstarted its 
session by expressing best felicitations 
to His Highness the Amir and the peo- 
ple of Kuwait on occasion of the New 
Year, hoping that the new decade 
would be one of prosperity for the Arab 
and Muslim nations and of- continued 
peace, welfare and stability for Kuwait 

The Cabinet, Al Rashed added, was 
also appraised of the visit to be paid to 
Egypt by HH the Crown Prince and 
Premier coming January $ at the head- 
of a government dclegation. 

The delegation will include the Mini- 
sters of State for Foreign Affairs, mini- 
sters of commerce and industry and 
justice and legal affairs, senior officials 
from HH Diwan and the ministries of 
foreign affairs and finance, army chief 


of staff, undersecretary of interior, 
director of the military staff of the 
national guard* chai rman and direc- 
tor-general of Kuwait News Agency, 
president of the Kuwaiti Journalists 
Society and a military and information 
delegation. 

Reviewing the state visit made to 
Kuwait last week by Chinese President 
Yang Shanglnm, at invitation of the 
Amir, the Council of Ministers was 
informed on context of talks between 
the Kuwaiti and Chinese sides which 
dealt with all facets of existing co- 
operation between the two friendly 
countries and means to strengthen it in 
line with the close ties binding than, the 
official said. 

The talks, Rashed elaborated, also 


tackled ways to implement Security 
Council Resolution 598 on ending the 
Iraq-Iran conflict and reinstatement of 
comprehensive peace in the Arab Gulf 
region as well asMfideastdevelopmcnts, 
the Palestinian people's just rights and 
overall world conditions of mutual 
interest 


The government spokesman 
indicated that Finance Minister Jassem 


Al Kharafi reported to the session out- 
come of the joint Kuwaiti -Chinese 
commission on economic, t«r.hnirai co- 
operation and trade exchange, which 
resulted m conclusion of an agreement 
ending double taxation and an econ- 
omic, technical co-operation accord 
between the two governments. 

Rashed said the Cabinet has expres- 


sed satisfaction at the gratifying results 
of the Chinese president's visit and 
underlined its role in cementing rela- 
tions between the two friendly states. 

The minister of commerce and indus- 
try also reported to the Cabinet on his 
visit last week to Muscat where he took 
part in the 14th session of the GCC 
trade co-operation committee, board 
meetings of the specifications and stan- 
dardisation authority and the third 
Gulf industrialists’ conference. 

The Council of Ministers welcomed 
resumption of diplomatic ties between 
Cairo and Damascus as well as recent 
decisions taken by Bulgaria's govern- 
ment giving more freedom to Muslims 
to practice their rites and the positive 
Turkish response to these decisions, 


Rashed indicated. 

He pointed out that the Cabinet 
praised the constructive step as reflect- 
ing both countries' keenness on resolv- 
ing this dispute and welcomed the meet- 
ing of next January 9 in Kuwait bet- 
ween the Bulgarian and Turkish 
foreign ministers, under auspices of 
Kuwait's Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad, to 
tackle vestiges of the problem of the 
Muslim minority in Bulgaria in a man- 
ner serving interests of the two friendly 
peoples. 

Out of interest to make maximum 
use of available national resources and 


ex 1 


lumuse 


xperiences and to ensure optimurr 
ofnuxnan resources, Al Rashed said the 


Cabinet session has discussed possible 


employment of capable pensioners and 
requests the civil service commission to 
recommend on the best means to this 
effect such that pensioners can con- 
tinue offering their services to the coun- 
try- 

He added that the Cabinet also con- 
sidered means to strengthen the role of 
govemorates' councils in improving 
the standard of services offered by the 
state and to ensure harmony between 
state institutions and those councils in 
the manner between serving the public. 

The Council of Ministers also discus- 
sed and approved a recommendation of 
the ministerial committee on Kuwait's 
contribution to world, regional and 
Islamic specialised agencies Al Rasbed 
concluded. 
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Sheikh Khalifa 


stresses unity 


First trip to Cairo in 1 6 years 


CAIRO, Jan 1, (Kuna): Amir of 
Qatar Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Hamad Al Thani has stressed the 
necessity of unity among Arab 
ranks so that great accomplish- 
ments can be achieved. 

.Speaking to Egyptian news- 
paper. Al Abram in an interview 
published here Sbeikh. KhaKfa 
said: Arab Unity is a protective 
shield against any dangers faced 
byihc nation. 

-.die warned, that. Israel will 
soon, take advantage of the situa- 
tion^ :win ovec as much inter- 
national support as it -.can- to 
ice -its aggressive action 

tibtan ip fjfadk Jn ! ‘‘fh,e 
oedufhed find ' add demanded 
further Arab support to keep it 
aflame. 

He called upon the inter- 
national community especially 
the superpowers and peace-lov- 
ing countries to exert efforts to 
put an end to Israeli aggressive 
attitudes and resolve the Pales- 
tinian question. 

The Qatari Amir called on the 



Lebanese people to continue the 
path of national reconciliation 
and to work hand m band to 
achieve national unity and peace. 

Concerning the situation in 
the Gulf, he said that Gulf coun- 
tries were quick to bail the 
ceasefire agreement between 
Iraq and Iran. Even though 
negotiations .between the two 
countries have stumbled, the two 
countries have. shown readiness 
to continue peace talks on the 
basisof United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 598. 

(This will constitutes a positive 
step aha h theleadersh ips of both 
countries- do .not- .want . war, 
according tb-Shciidi Khalifa who 
arrived here today, on. a four-day 
visit, his first to Cairo in 16 years. 

After concluding his visit to 
Cairo Sheikh Khalifa will head 
for Algeria. 

Khalifa will be accompanied 


Egyptian and Algerian 
presidents. 

The Amir of Qatar will have 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, the Qatari 
News agency reported. 

The agency said Sheikh 
Khalifa would visit Algeria after 
>t but gave no further 


by a high-ranking delegation 
ber of mini- 


that includes a number 
sters and senior Qatari govern- 
ment officials. 

He is making the visits in res- 
ponse to invitations extended by 


Meanwhile, Mubarak, in an 
interview with Qatari televirion, 
screened last night, described the 
Qatari-Egyptian relations as 
“strong and built on honesty.” 

Meanwhile, Qatari Foreign ■ 
Minister Abdullah Khalifa Al 
At tiya said, in an interview with a 
Kuwaiti daily that his country 
suggests an Arab summit meet- 
ing to discuss sweeping world 
political changes, adding that 
this summit was “urgent and 
necessary." 

On the Arab- African rela- 
tions, Al Attiya said the Arab 
side should strengthen ties with 
Africa on the basis of bilateral 
co-operation and mutual 
interests, noton the basis of one 
sided aid from Arabs to Africa. 



The Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa Bin Hamad (right) and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak review the guard of honour at the Presiden- 


tial Palace in Cairo upon Sheikh Khalifa's arrival yesterday. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


International Holy Quran reciting contest 


MAKKAH, Jan 1, (Kuna): The 12th inter- 
national Holy Quran reciting contest organ- 
ised by the Ministry of Pilgrimage and End- 
owments. starts on Jan 20 at the Islamic 
Solidarity Hall here. Abdul Wahab Abdul 
Waise, the minister of pilgrimage and endow- 
ments announced. 

He said the ministry organises the "nnnal 
contest in line with the wise directives of 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King 
Fahd Ibn Abdulaziz, to encourage Muslim 
youth to memorise the Holy Quran and added 


that Islamic endowments and religious 
Affairs ministers and representatives of 
various Islamic organisations and centres 
world-wide were invited to attend the contest. 

He said the contest has realised its objec- 
tives so far. 


country. 

He said the ministry will pay travel and 
accommodation expenditures of participants 
and has prepared a programme for them to 
visit the holy sites m Makkah and Madinah 


Abdul Waise said the conditions of the 
contest stipulates that the participant's age 
should not exceed 25 years, that he should 
have not taken part in previous contests and 
that he is not among the famous readers in his 


and King Fahd Complex for printing the 
iMadinan. 


Holy Quran in 
As much as 1,557 contesters representing 
40 Islamic states and representatives of more 
than 50 Islamic organisations in non-Muslim 
sates and centres world-wide have taken part 
in such contests since 1 979. 
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exchange 
of data by 
telephone 


RIYADH, Jan 1, (Kuna): A 
study conducted by computer 


science and data faculty at King 
adv 


Saud University on advertising 
board and exchange of electronic 


data has led to the development 
i for the 


of an integrated system — 
exchange of computerised data, 
ions and programmes by 


The project is sponsored by Dr 
Abdullah Ibn Mohammed Al 
Dhalaan, the assistant professor 
at the department and supervisor 
of data centre at. the college, 
Saudi Press Agency said. 


■ Dr Al Dhalaan, an expert of 
computer ‘ network and 
programme engineering told 
“Resalat A3 Jamieya” news- 
paper, published by the univer- 
sity, in an interview published 
Saturday that the new system will 
enable subscribers to talk with 
each other, exchange data and 
reports and to collect any 
clarification within few minutes. 


The Minister of Public Works, Abdul Rahman Al Houti, shown opening thetHing exhibit The second phase of 
the project to tile and pave public roads and roundabouts will begin with the new year. Tha ministry has 
allocated a KD 1 1 million budget for the two-year project 


Dr Al Dhalaan said a statis- 
tical system is now under con- 
sideration to study the data 
collected by the system from 
callers without distribution of 
any papers or making any effort. 

“The new system will facilitate 
scientific communication bet- 
ween all concerned people and 
give the graduates an opportun- 
ity to contact each other through 
open conferences or personal let- 
ter,” he said. 

Dr Al Dhalaan states that the 
system will not receive any infor- 
mation without the approval of 
the managers of the system. 


Second phase of tile-laying this month 


PUBLIC Works Minister Abdul Rahman Al 
Houti has said that his ministrywill start early 
January implementing the second phase of 
paving the country's sidewalks ana round- 
abouts. 


Houti, in an interview with Kuna, said that 
the mi nistry had earmarked KDU million 
budget for this stag: expected to cover the 
next two years. 

The minister, who was speaking to Kuna 
after opening the roads maintenance depart- 
ment’s tile-laying exhibition, affirmed the 
importance given to that project and that the 
coming stage will witness a big expansion in 
paving and beautifying sidewalks. 

He underlined that the ministry was 
endeavouring to execute the project based on 
entirely domestic efforts in accordance with 
the economic report, recently approved by the 


go veramen t, which advocates activating local 
industries. 

The project provides psychological relief to 
citizens, Houti remarked, adding that 
Kuwait, as a desert country, lacks beautiful 
landscapes which emails need of intensified 
efforts to compensate that aspect. 

The minister pointed to the project's health 
benefits, namely avoiding accumulation of 
dust in manholes and in open squares. 

Describing the current tile-laying opera- . 
tion as “civilisalional", Houti said that it 
facilitates maintenance since the tiles could be 
lifted and refitted without breaking them. 

Asked on choice of colours of tiles, Houti 
said that the ministry was following up the 
citizens’ reaction to those colours and con- 
sequently resolved to diversify the colours 
and shapes used. . 

He cited, in this respect, artistic designs in 


some areas such as flowers near Al Shaab 
Park, tame animals near kindergartens and 
sportive shapes around stadiums. The last 
two are to be executed in the coming stage, he 
elaborated. 


The minister noted that the upcoming stage 
will witness paving sidewalks of main roads 
and areas surrounding public utilities. 

He underlined that the ministry will com- 
mence with the areas of Qadesiya, Shamia, 
Shuwaikh and Kdfan where all services have 
been completed whether electricity, water or 
sewerage. 


The next plan will target cultivating or 
asphalting open squares to be used as rating 
places or car parks, he said, noting that the 
project will be launched in co-operation with 
the municipality and the agriculture affairs 
authority. 



Island can look 


back with pride 


BAHRAIN can be justifiably proud of its overall progress and 
development in all spheres during 1 989 as it confidently moves into 
the nineties with the rest aflhe world. The island witnessed a host of 
crucial events, celebration of anniversaries of vital Institutions and 
□have aN unprecedented success in a number of fields in the course 
of industrialisation of commercial growth both in terms of regional 
and international Importance. 

Bahrain sawthe culmination of a progressive as well as o turbulent 
decade of the eighties in the last year. Despite some tremendous 
odds and island has come out with flying colours as it managed to 
sustain its economic development schemes to the point where it can 
look backwtth more than a sense of satisfaction. 

Bahrain enjoyed a number of landmarks In the economic field 
during 1989, which will be remembered as a year of some of the 
most significant achievements in Bahrain's history. 

1989 opened in Bahrain with the holding of the Fourth Tourism 
Seminar In the wake of a vigorous campaign launched by the 
government in recent times to promote and develop the island as a 
major tourism centre in the region. The event proved a resounding 
success and generated considerable interest In the hospitality 
industry in the country. In the fofiowing months a number of groups 
from various European countries toured the island tor the first time. 
Authorities announced plans to build about 1 8 new first class hotels 
around the country over the next five years. 


The island, long recognised as a leading exhibition centre in the 
Gulf tor both regional and international trade exhibitions, was the 
venue tor a number of prestigious exhibitions this year. Bahrain's 
exhibition centre hosted the 6th Middle East Communications 
Conference and reaffirmed the country's reputation as one of the 
most acta need telecommunications centres in the world. The 5tti 
GCC Trade Fair, the 41h Arab Aluminium Conference (Arabal), 
International Bor Association Second Arab Regional Conference and 
5th Regional Arab Women's Conferenca aH held tor the first time 
h ere, ware among other important events reflecting Bahrain's 
growing reputation as a commercial as well as progressive modem 
nation in the region and elsewhere. 

1 989 will also go down in Bahrain's commercial history for the 
opening of the country's slock exchange in April thereby boosting the 
island's already solid reputation as the banking and financial centre 
In the Gulf. 

In the field of health, Bahrain became the first country in the Gulf to 
start a test-tube baby unit at a state hospital In June, followed a taw 
months later by a similar project at a private hospital. The country 
hosted the Middle East Medicare Conference with great success 
when more than 75 leading doctors world -wide presented about 
1 50 papers covering specific aspects of the medical profession. 


One of the highlights of the year was the success of a seat-belt 
campaign and general road safety awareness progress, in a bid to 
increase employment prospects for nationals, the government 
tauncheda five-year plan totrainand qualify 20,000 Bahrainistofill 
positions tilled by expatriates as part of the "Bahrainisation" policy. 

The year sow Bahrain celebrate vital anniversaries of some of its 
cherished institutions. Bapca the country's oil company, celebrated 
Its 60th anniversary. This pioneering company, which was formed In 
1 928, was responsible tor discovering oil for the first time In the 
region in Bahrain in 1 932 and has never looked back since. The 
Bahrain Chamber of Commerce matted its golden jubilee recently 
backed by an enviable record of fostering trade and commerce both 
in the country and the reg Ion overthe decades. The country's first five- 
star hotel the Gulf Hotel celebrated its 20th anniversary. The 
reception to matt the occasion was the best of the year drawing over 
1 ,000 guests tram all over. 



allowed 


to work 


outside 


THE Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) has endorsed the right of 
some nursing staff to work as 
assistant nurses at ex-ministry 
clini cs by superseding their right 
to job-nature allowances on the 
basis of their technical profes- 
sion. 

Mariam Al Raqanx, director 
of the Nursing Services Depart- 
ment at the Ministry of Public 
Health told a local daily that 1 75 
staff operated as assistants at the 
clinics on professional tasks that 
lessen the burden on nurses. 

She stressed that the CSC 
endorsed the allocation of 273 
grades for the nursing staff to 
meet existing shortages. The 
proposal is to be endorsed by the 
CSC and the Council of Mini- 
sters. 

A committee under the chair- 
manship of the director of the 
undersecretary's technical office. 
Dr Ahmad Al Ayyaf has been 
formed and has received 400 
applications for nursing posi- 
tions during their recruitment 
visit to Bangladesh. Only 123 
applicants passed the test, of 
which only 18 passed the 
interview. 

She added that 75 applicants 
from residents in Kuwait also 
applied for these nursing posts 
and a special committee had been 
foimed to study the applications. 

Returning to the issue of clinic 
assistants operating in cut-minis- 
try clinics, the official said that 
they undertook tasks aimed at 
helping doctors carry out general 
medical examinations by prepar- 
ing all tools needed in the 
process. They also monitored 
patients pulse, temperatures, 
maintained records and gen- 
erally provided health instruc- 
tions. 

She said that the ministry is 
awaiting a decision by the CSC 
endorsing the allowances of 
clinic assistants. Hie ministry of 
late had suspended courses for 
clinic assistants and these will be 
replaced by other courses after 
co-ordination with the Public 
Authority for Applied Educa- 
tion and Training. 

The intended courses are 
aimed aL qualifying Kuwaiti 
youths in the Field of health 
services and paramedical 
spheres. This is intended to 
qualify them to gain the needed 
skills to lake up positions in 
paediatric hospitals. 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Amiri audience 

HIS Highness the Amir on Satur- 
day received in audience HH the 
Crown Prince and Prime Mini- 
ster Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Salem AI Sabah and Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Jaber. 

The Amir on Sunday morning 
received Sheikh Jaber Al Ali. 

The Amir has sent a cable of 
greetings to President Vaclav 
Havel on the occasion of his elec- 
tion as head of sLate of the Social- 
ist Republic of Czechoslovakia. 

Five-daywork 

BAHRAIN. Jan 1. (Reuter): 
Bahraini civil servants will work 
a 35-hour, live-day week from 
February 1 instead of the 36- 
hour six-day week they work 
now, Lhe Gulf News Agency 
(GNA) said yesterday. 

The agency quoted Bahrain’s 
Development and Industry Min- 
ister Youssef Shirawi as saying 
the Cabinet decided to introduce 
the Saturday to Wednesday week 
on a trial basis. 

Government schools are 
expected to follow suit. 

Nasser meetings 

MINISTER of Social Affairs 
and Labour Sheikh Nasser 
Moha mma d Al Ahmad Al Jaber 
received at his office chairman 
and members of the capital's 
governorate council. 

During the meeting. Sheikh 
Nasser welcomed the council's 
members and congratulated 
them' for their appointment, 
wishing them success in serving 
Kuwait. 

Meanwhile, the chairman of 
Lhe council Abdul Rahman Al 
Modahka on behalf of the coun- 
cil members thanked Sheikh 
Nasser for his ministry's services 
in various fields. 

Sheikh Nasser also received 
board chairman and members of 
Kadma's dub on Lhe occasion of 
winning the elections of the chib 
board of directors where they 
presented to him a memorial gift. 

Later on. Sheikh Nasser 
received chairman and members 
of the Sea Club on the occasion 
of winning the board of direc- 
tors' elections. They presented to 
him an ablum containing some 
pictures of marine life. 

Saudi book show 


RIYADH, Jan I, (Kuna): 
affairs of 


Department oflibraries 
Immam Mohammed Ibn Saudi 
Islamic University organises on 
March 3rd the second inter- 
national book show and invita- 
tion has been extended to more 
than 900 domestic, Arab, Islamic 
and international publishers to 
attend the show. 

A number of specialised com- 
mittees were set-up to work out 
the arrangements for the two- 
week show to be held at the 
exhibition hall inside the new 
premises of the university which 
has been provided with the most 
advanced facilities. 


Charity show 

THE Chairman of the Islami c: 
Internationa] Charity Organisa- 
tion Yousef Al Hajji opened the 
exhibit of Palestine organised by 
the Charity Committee to sup- 
port Palestinians and Lebanese 
and will continue till next Mon- 
day. 

The week is held on the 
occasion of the 2nd Anniversary 
of the Palestinian intifida and the 
returns of the exhibit and charity 
dish will go to the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

The week has daily shows of 
Palestinian folklore and a 
photography exhibit about the 
Palestinian uprising. 

Curricula meet 

A MEETING of the committee 
set up to followdevelopment and 
unification of curriculums in the 
Arab Gulf states ■ was held at 
premises of the Arab Centre for 
Educational Research in the 
Arab Gulf states. Hie meeting 
was headed by Education 
Undersecretary Abdul Rahman 
Al Kbudari and attended by 
Representatives of ministries of 
education in the ArabGulf states 
and the director of the centre 
Mohammed Al Sania. The meet- 
ingdiscussed a number of reports 
and memorandums to unify and 
develop the curriculums of 
schools in the area, progra mme 
of Arabic and the unification of 
English text books. 
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Thought for today 


A HAPPY I He must be to a great extent a quiet I He, for it 
is only In an atmosphere of quietthat true joy can live — 

Bertrand Russell, British philosopher (1872-1970). 


Focus on next decade 


World mil demand 

more from UN 


UNITED NATIONS, (UPI): 
The world became increasingly 
interdependent is the 1980s, as 
exemplified by the rapid changes 
in Eastern Europe, and will 
demand more from the United 
Nations in the next decade to end 
conflicts and ironment and Aids, 
the UN chief says. 

Secretary- General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, who has headed 
the United Nations since 1982, 
said he plans to retire at the end 
of 1991 after two five-year terms. 
He expressed regret at achieving 
what he described merely as 
“mini-successes" so far. 

He is the fifth UN secretary 
general since the world body was 
formed in 1945, after World War 
II. 

“The most important thing 
that has happened since I became 
secretary-general is that the 
world has become more inter- 
dependent,” the 69-year-old 
diplomat told United Press Inter- 
national in an interview. 

Global pollution, debt, the 
inadequacy of Third World 
health care and the search for a 
cure for acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome has streng- 
thened the need for interdepen- 

remove arriildaf* frontiers in 
seeking common solutions, he 
said. 

“What is happening in Eastern 
Europe is a reflection of rtmt 
interdependence, political as well 
as economic,” he said. 

Keenly aware of restraints on 
his authority, the Peruvian UN 
leader said the partial successes 
of his administration have laid 
the groundwork for possible 
breakthrough in the 1990s. 

Those successes include help- 
ing arrange the August 1988 
ceasefire that ended thedgfat- 

of Afghanistan earlier this 'year 
and seeing the stagefor indepen- 
dence in Namibia. 

“The first success — absolute 
total achievement — will be 
independence in Namibia,” 
“Perez de Cuellar said, referring 
to UN participation in ending 
South African rule in the last 
African colony. But there are 
unresolved conflicts: 

— Iran and Iraq have refused to 
reconcile their differences for a 
final peace agreement since the 
end of hostilities. 

— The civil war continues in the 
Western Sahara between the 
Algerian-supported Polisario 
Front and Morocco and in Cam- 
bodia between the Vretnamese- 
backed government and a pro- 
Western Cambodian resistance 
group. 

— Cyprus, invaded by Turkey in 
1974, remainsdivided into Greek 


speak with a unified voice, “mak- 
ing the task (of negotiating 
peace) more difficult to the 
Americans.” 

Perez de Cuellar said his rote as 
a peace-maker has been less suc- 
cessful than that of UN peace- 
keeping operations, which won 
the 1988 Nobel peace prize. 

It was awarded to the entire 
UN peace-keeping force, which 
currently is made up of about 
10,000 soldiers dispersed 
through several conflict areas, 
mostly in the Middle East. 

The blue-bereted observer 
teams generally are dispatched to 


monitor truce agreements, 
though some stay behind for 


many years in areas of protracted 
conflict 

The Swedish Nobel committee 
said the prize was awarded 
because “under extremely dif- 
ficult conditions (they) con- 
tributed to reducing tensions 
where an armistice has been 


yet to be established.” 

Perez de Cuellar, who has a 
reputation for being over- 
cautious, criticised some of the 
industrialized nations, chiefly 
the United Stales, and commer- 
cial banks for their “myopia” in 
not easing the Third Worid’sSlJ 
trillion debt. 

“It’s incredible that the United 
States does not realise that 
problems m the Western hemis- 
phereare its problems, too, and it 
should show more leadership 
and imagination to resolve 
them,” he said. 

He predicted that pragmatic 
leaders, from the East and West, 
will emerge. Dogmatic or fun- 
damentalist ideas cannot survive 
because they “immobilise” the 
advancement of a population, 
the UN chief said. 

30J op jtbe 'jNa?#?® 

rj issue, he said, “tfcmternatrcmai 
community should not create a 
South African-dependent 
Swaziland. It must help Namibia 
to develop a sound economic 
base so it can stand on its own 
feet.” 

AUN force of more than 7, 000 
troops and civilians organised 
and supervised the Nov 7- 1 1 elec- 
tions for a constituent assembly 
to draft a constitution that will 
lead Namibia toward full 
independence by April, 1990, 
ending 75 years of South African 
occupation. 

Perez de Cuellar volunteered 
to raise money and in vestmen ts 
for Namibia. 


“It will be a masterpiece, but it 
wil] depend on the drafting of the 
charter and the government that 
will be elected,” he said. 

Soft-spoken and not always an 
adroit ad-libber in public, Perez 


Cypriot and Turkish sectors. 

Perez de Cuellar predicted that 
an overall' Middle East peace 
agreement is unlikely in the near 
future because the United States, 
the Soviet Union, France and 
Britain will not relinquish then- 
own interests in the region. 

He warned that any future 
major war in the Middle East 
would destroy the strides made in 
the past decade toward restoring 
peace. He proposed that the 
superpowers seize on the warm- 
ing of East- West relations to end 
tension in the long-troubled 
region. 

One obstacle standing in the 
way of an Arab-Israeti peace, he 
said, could be that Israefdoes not 


de Cuellar privately displays 
depth in international diplomacy 


and the guts that have gamed him 
the trust of both sides in a con- 
flict 


He attributed the ceasefire 
agreement between Iran and Iraq 
to the superpowers not being 
entirely engaged on either side of 
the conflict 

Perez de Cuellar served as a 
mediator between Iran and Iraq 
since the war erupted in 1980 
over a border dispute. In July 
1987, the UN Security Council 
adopted Resolution 598 calling 
for a ceasefire, immediate release 
of prisoners of war, withdrawal 
of troops and talks for a final 
peace treaty. 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1492 — Spain captures Granada from Moors. 

1799 — Britain joins Russian-Turkish alliance; Napoleon 
Bonaparte advances into Syria. 

1900 — Open door policy in China is announced by US 
Secretary of State John Hay. 

] 90S— Russians surrender Manchurian City of Port Arthur to 
Japanese. 

1909 — Dismissal of Y nan Shih-Kai places Chinese adminis- 
tration in Maochu hands. 

1913 — Turkish garrison on Chios Island surrenders to Greeks. 
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1932 — Manchukuo Republic is proclaimed in Manchuria. 

1933 — Anarchists ana syndicalists uprising starts in Bar- 
celona. 

1937 — Anglo-Italian agreement on Mediterranean and for 
maintaining independence of Spain. 

1W2— Philippines capital of Manila is captured by Japanese in 

1943 — Germans begin withdrawal from Caucasus. 

1965 — Ayub Khan wins Pakistan presidential elections. 

1971 — Sixty-six people suffocate and are trampled to death 
when crowd barrier gives way at soccer match in Glasgow, 
Scotland. 

1976— Soviet Union hardens stand on emigration despite 1975 
Helsinki agreement to permit freer movement of people and 
ideas in Europe. 

1988 — Right-wing guerrillas ambush train near Mozam- 
bique’s Western border, and at least 22 people are kilted and 71 
injured. 

1989 — Fierce fighting stretches into third day between rival 
Shiite Muslim militias in Beirut and south Lebanon. 



Palestinian youths hurl stones at an Israeli Army helicopter as women and children flee. (Inset) a Palestinian youth is led away under arrest by armed Israeli soldiers. 

(Reuter wirephoto) 


Greater stability predicted in 1990s 


Middle East peace still far off 


NICOSIA, Cyprus, (AP): Efforts are moving slowly 
to end the Arab-Israeli dispute and other Middle 
East conflicts, and the decline of hostilities between 
the superpowers could nudge the region toward 
greater stability in the 1990s. 

Iran-Iraq peace negotiations have stalled. Both 
sides are rearming amid a growing proliferation of 
long-range missiles in the region. 

This is eroding Israel’s long-held technological 
• superiority And heightening superpower concern 
. about a new arms race, -mcloding 1 nuclear and. 

regfcrfip - 

■ The -pace of thie ; Arab^lSracli peace process is- 
unlikely to gather momentum for some time, until 
Israel's right-wing prime minister, Yitzhak Shamir, 
relaxes his hard-line position of refusing to negotiate 
with Y asscr Arafat’s Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion. 

Many observers believe this is unlikely untes there 
is intense pressure from Washington. Shamir, at 
odds with a faction ofhis own Likud Party as well as 
with his Labour coalition partners, is in no position 
to start making concessions. 

Egypt is expected to remain the crucial mediator 
between Israel — with whom it signed a peace treaty 
in 1979 — the Palestinians and other Arab states in 
trying to reach a comprehensive Midcast peace 
settlement. 

The current focal point of the peace process is a 


1 0-point plan produced by Egypt's President Hosni 
Mubarak, designed to break the deadlock: over 
Israel's blueprint for elections in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza, torn by a Palestinian uprising. 

The main stumbling Mock is the Israeli govern- 
ment's refusal to negotiate with Palestinians they 
believe will speak for Arafat’s PLO. 

Arafat, backed by the Arab League, insists there 
can be no peace conference not attended by the 
PLO, which ArahmclrnnwtodffgA* fhf Pfllestininpiftiy 
; sole representative. '■ J- - ~ 

sa '-htoanWhab, tile two-year-^K'a^MMg^qrwno 
. Sgnsof eollapsuJg:Pears have beai raised that it will 
perhaps intensify if there is no discernible progress, 
m the peace process. 

Observers believe Arafat, after pubtidy renounc- 
ing terrorism and recongnizing Israel’s right to exist, 
has gone as far down the road to moderation as he 
can without alienating PLO hard-liners. 

A year-old dialogue with the United States has 
failed to result in Washington jarring any conces- 
sions from the Israelis. Failure to produce substan- - 
tive results will leave Arafat exposed and his peace 
initiative discredited within th PLO. 

Hard-liner such as George Habash of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine have made 
dear their patience is running out 

The Arab-Israeli peace process, which has drag- 
ged on for more than 20 years with only Egypt’s 


peace treaty to show for it has a profound impact on 
the region’s other conflicts, 
i This is most pronounced in Lebanon, the Middle 
East's proxy battleground, where the Arab League 
was finally jolted into taking forceful action to end 
14 years of civil war. 

But the peace settlement it brokered has stalled 
because the Christain Army leader, Gen. Michel 


Aoun, rejects the pact, citing its failure to provide 
firm guarantees of a Syrian withdrawal. 


against Aoun. 

Radical Syria, which needs Lebanon as a security 
buffer between itself and Israel, is likely to come 
under pressure from Moscow to moderate its stand 
on the overall Middle East s e tt l e m ent as detente 
improves. 


Moscow, increasingly crucial to the peace process 
after years of being edged out by Washington, is 
already smiting to persuade Syria to abandon its 
drive for military parity with IsraeL 
The Kremlin, increasingly concerned with econ- 
omic and sodai upheaval at home, has dear 
that Syria must end its rifts with Iraq, Egypt and the 
PLO to achieve the long-elusive Arab unity that is a 
prerequisite for an international peace conference. 


Uncertain future awaits China 


Ageing leadership, troubled times 


BEIJING, (AP): An aging, unpopular leadership, a 
faltering economy and a restive population make for 
an uncertain and troubled future as China enters the 
last decade of the 20th century. 

Pessimists hold the field as China emerges from 
one of the worst ofmany bad years under Commun- 
ist Party rule — a year in which troops gunned down 
young demonstrators in the streets of Beijing, long- 
nurtured ties with the West collapsed and a decade 
of economic reforms ground to a halt 

China's goals for the end of the century — the 
quadrupling of national income compared to 1980, 
the smooth reversion of Hong Kong to Chinese 
sovereignty in 1997 and the triumphant staging of 
the Olympic Games in 2000 — are all indoubt. 

The key question is how long China can resist the 
storms of change that have swept through the com- 
munist autocracies of the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. 

Much depends on the health of 85-year-old Deng 
Xiaoping. A pragmatist who brought prosperity to 
millions of Chinese with his market-oriented 
reforms but also represents the old revolutionaries 
who used Stalinist repression to stifle popular dis- 
sent 

Deng’s chosen successor is Jiang Tamm, 63, a 
relatively unknown who became head of the 48- 
million-member Communist Party in June after 
reformer Zhao Ziyang was accused of supporting 
the pro-democracy movement and purged from his 
party posts. 

Jiang, the former Shanghai Party boss, is believed 
to favour economic reforms but, in keeping with the 
current line, has come across as a hard-liner f in er 
taking office. He needs time to develop his weak 
political base and cultivate ins own political image, 
and if Deng, believed to be in frail health, goes 
quickly, Jiang could face a rapid ride into oblivion. 

His rivals for power are ideological conservatives 
such as Premier Li Pengand octogenarian President 
Yang Shangkun. 

Their ascendancy would not mean a return to 
communes, backyard steel mills and international 
isolation. But it would accelerate the trend, already 
in progress, of re-emphasizing central planning, 
stifling pri vate initiative and retreating on economic 
and poGtical reforms. 

Their demand for unquestioning loyalty to the 
co mm u ni st system and Communist Party rule 
would put them on what many Chinese believe is an 
inevitable collision course with the forces of 
reforms. 

The Tiananmen Square movement for a more 
democratic and open society, crushed by the 
military, is quiescent but is certain to re-emerge 


when the government lets down its guard. 

Events in. Eastern Europe have bolstered beliefs 


that the Chinese government cannot forever resist 
popular demand for reform. 

Ti ananm en also has clouded China's future 
relationship with Hong Kong and complicated its 
long-term goal of reuniting with Taiwan. 


Investors are also concerned about the current 
government's backsliding on reforms and its moves 
to re-establish the primacy of central planning, fixed 
pricing and party influence in the workplace. 


has promised not to touch Hong Kong’s 


A retrenchment programme, to continue at least 
until 1991, has had some success in cooling an 
overheated economy and bringing down inflation. 


in 1997. But the nearly 6 milli on people of Hong 
Kong were badly shaken by the events of June, 
setting off a wave of emigrations among the colony's 
most talented people that is likely to continue until 
1997. 

The rival Nationalist government on Taiwan in 
recent years has eased restrictions on trade with and 
visits to the mainland, raising. China’s hemes .of 
eventual reunification. 'But the Moody crackdown 
on demonstrations reinforced anti^mmunist sen? 
timents on the island and probably streng thene d the 
growing movement for Taiwanese independence. 

Internationally, China’s relations with the: West 
wol remain at a subnormal level as long as suppres- 
sion of political dissent is an issue. That could bebad 
news for the na tion's economic planners, who badly 
need Western investment and technology to carry 
out the modernization drive. 

“The bloom is off the rose,” said one Western 
economist, who noted that Western businessmen - 
wili be inclined to spend their money in sudli places' 
as Eastern Europe or the Soviet Union. 


Repayment of international debts of $44 billion 
readies a peak period in the early 1990s and the 
government will be hard-pressed to find the hard 


currency. 

• Hie education system is badly underfunded and 
little headway is being made in reducing an illiteracy 
rate of 20 per cent, more than 200 milticm people. 

• The urban housing situation is abysmall and the 

■ welfare <nmieni qi fnmln dv inaHwinafa Fm. i 


is said to be surplus or redundant and little is being 
done to prepare the nation for a serious unem- 
ployment problem. 

“China m transition is a China that will be strug- 
gling to resolve formidable contradictions,” US 
ambassador James IiOey said in a recent speech. 

• “Itmaybesomeyeareoeforewecanputanameor 

theme to the new chapter China will write in the 
1990s. In die meantime, we must be prepared for 
twists and turns that may defy attempts to label as 
pragmatic or political, liberal or conservative 
reform or retrogressive.’’ 
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Deng Xiaoping (right) eongratulateahis successor Jiang Zemin after his appointment as chairman m 

Central Military Commission on Nov9; (Reuter wirephoto) an ot tne 



Humiliating remarks 
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The nail was foil, and I noticed UMO volun- 
teers arranging additional chairs to accom- 
modate people since the ratty was open with- 
out any gate fee or restrictions. The Indian 
leader Jawaharial Nehru was honoured. “Cha- 
cha Nehru” with smiling children around him 
was presented. Audience cheered tremendously 
when the glimpses of India’s independence 
movements were projected on the stage. Other 
items included cultural shows from states other 
than Kerala which if course m my opinion 
promoted the idea of national integration and 
solidarity in the minds of few hundreds of 
Indians present there. 

The meeting prior to the entertainment 
programme was addressed by the ambassador 
of India and went on well in accordance with 
normal protocol. At the end of the entertain- 
ment programme the national anthem was 
recited as a chorus from behind the curtain. All 
the voices were not picked up by the stage 


due to technical error. On this point, I do not 
find any deliberate intention to distort the 
Indian national anthem. It is unbelievable for 
any Indian with average common sense to 
consider that the organisers who conducted 
such a function to commemorate a great 
national leader, have such an intention. 


function, I happened to attend 
other junctions m the embassy haH on the other 
days in connection with “Bharath Mela” of 
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music, qmz, etc. were conducted by them, 

SfuLSTi 1 U ^ dersta ? d *at UMO had not 
coueeted any entrance fee from the children. I 


£ do not find any valid reason 


CJC. Narayamuv 
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ctd. | viish to respond to E. Haider’s tetter 
“Married for love” (AT. Dec 18) discussing her 
feelings for marrying an Arab. 

While I was reading her let ter 1 could not help 
to stop on a couple of sentences she wrote, Wt 
made great sacrifices to be here, all left their 
families, friends, expert medical care, tint dan 
educational establishment. Shesaid: there is 
no luxurv in 120'F heat and sandstorms, or 
when your child is desperately ill and wonder 
whether he is getting the rare be shou i&T 
Haider added. As a Kuwaiti I felt humiliated by 
these remarks. I rebut Haider's remarks about 
our third class educational establishments and 

our so-so medical care. , 

I understand the reason of Haider s wonder 
when her child is sick. She is afraid to lake her 
child to the fat old lady who lives m a tent and 
might cauterize her child's finger to cure his flu, 
or might give him a piece of paper and let him 
swallow it with a glass of camel milk to cure his 
diarrhoea. May be she should try hard to over- 
come her fear next time she lakes hei child to the 

old ladv bv replacing her ugly picture with nice 
thought of all those huge hospitals, expert 
doctors and sophisticated operation rooms 
that only her country can offer. Try to hnagmea 
child sleeping like an angel in a clean room, 
doctors and nurses all around him. instead of 
thinking of that old lady's lap. 

I sympathize with you Haider. Wait a min- 
ute, correct me if I am wrong but everything you 
have just dreamed of, all that expert medical 
care is available in Kuwait and guess what? It is 
free of charge. Furthermore. Kuwaiti society is 
very safe, health wise. On the contrary. Western 
countries are being chased by ghosts of deadly 
sexual diseases. An innocent child could be 
infected with Aids in an expert hospital from 
blood transfusion. 

When it comes to education, the Kuwaiti 
government is doing everything possible to 
obtain a high standard of education. In (he 
USA, where Haider thinks they have (a 
premium) first class education, a high number 
of students graduate from high school do not 
know how to read or write. Others do not have! 
sufficient basic knowledge. Some of .them do> 
not even know where their country rs'on th£‘ 
map. The American government is seriously 
thinking of changing all aspects of early educa- • 
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Badran wins vote of confidence 


AMMAN, Jan l, (Agendas): Prime Mini, 
star Mudar Badran won a convincing vote 
of confidence from Jordan's lower house 
ofPariiament today after a tense thre&day 
debate. 

House Speaker Suleiman Arar told a 
packed chamber that the government won 
by 65 votes to nine with sot abstentions. 

Hie vote was taken after a hard-hitting 
two-hour speech by Badran in which he 
promised to abolish martial law, in force 
for 22 years, within four to six months. 

Muslim Brotherhood deputies, who 
hold abont a quarter of the seats in the 80- 
member house, threw their weight behind 
the prime minister but said they would 


monitor the government’s performance 
closely. 

One Brotherhood deputy, Sheikh 
Abdul Mun’im Abu Zant, who required 
police protection after making a fiery 
speech which upset several deputies yester- 
day, voted against Badran. 

The deputies, who include many 
Islamists, leftists and other critics of the 
government, were elected in November in 
Jordan’s first general election since 1967. 

The debate contained some of the 
toughest criticism faced by any Jordanian 
government in more than 20 years and 
Badran had to accommodate many 
demands voiced by deputies. 


He rounded on several deputies who 
had said he was unfit to lead the govern- 
ment because of his past performances as 
prime minister and intelligence chief. 

He marshalled figures to counter char- 
ges by former deputy prime minister 
Dhouqan A1 Hindawi that he shared the 
blame for Jordan's huge foreign debt and 
government overspending. 

To clear himself of insinuations of 
corruption, Badran said he would be the 
first to disdose his property and how he 
had acquired it All senior officials must 
now declare their wealth. 

Muslim Brotherhood deputies had set 
14 conditions as the price for their votes 


and Badran opened his speech with a series 
of promises designed to satisfy them. 

*It’s a political striptease,*’ one Jordan- 
ian observer said of his performance, but 
government sources believed the prime 
minister made no substantial concessions 
to the Islamists. 

Badran also vowed to repeal the 1953 
law banning communism, to restudy the 
1957 law banning political parties and to 
study the cases or political prisoners for 
possible amnesties. 


The _ 

ments had prosecuted hundreds of people 
on corruption charges. 


ier said his previous govern- 
ft 
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Amman to restore 

AMMAN, Jordan, Jan 1 , (AP): Jor- 
dan wiD restore full diplomatic rela- 
tions with Libya soon, a senior Jor- 
danian official said Sunday. 

“We’re reinstating diplomatic 
representation with Libya,* said the 
official, who spoke on condition he 
not be identified. 

The statement is a further sign that 
most of the remaining rifts between 
Arab states are healing, raising 
expectations of a new era of unity in 
the long fractured Arab world. - 

Bus plunges 

CAIRO, Jan 1, (Reuter): Six people 
were killed when a bus phmged into a 
canal in Egypt yesterday after the 
driver died or a heart attack, police 
sources said. 

Survivors said they panicked when 
they saw the driver had died. The bus 
swerved off the road about 500 
metres later. 

Villagers helped to rescue 12 pas- 
sengers from the canal hear the Nile- 
side: town of Assiut, 380 km (235 
miles) south of Cairo. - '■ ■ 

Mubarak returns 

KHARTOUM. Jan 1, JAP):£gyprr 
tian President Hosni Mubarak retur- 
i ned, -yesterday Grom a brief visit to 
Sudan during which .Be to 

nSHte a peaceful Serite^t^f the 1 
dvil war in south Sudan. . ' : 

in an appa/tirit attempt- to 
. lify' 4nmsel£ ‘"^bdeptablo 
mbctidtori'to-' the 1 '’fttabkridc r 
I seetawd ur pour coW watcr-diran 
! attempt by his host, Sudan's mifitazy 
: ruler Lt. Gen. Omar Hassan A1 
| Bashir to reactivate a 1976 defence 



man of the Organisation of African 
Unity, to mediate a peaceful set- 
tlement of the dvil war that is crip- 
pling the African country's econ- 
omy. 

Christmas gKeattogs* 

MANAMA, Bahrain /JAh 

Ir&Bs PuSnden . 

RaKft^tiSye&terdey’Saif 
ings to world and Iranian Christians, 
saying his Islamic country respected 
thrir beliefs and counted Jesns Christ 
to be a filter against oppression. 

Most of Iran’s Christians, includ- 
ing several thousand Armenians, 
belong to eastern Orthodox rites 
which celebrate Christmas some two 
weeks later than in the West. 

Iran allows Christians and Jews 
freedom to worship in churches and 
synagogues. 

Egypt-Syrla ties 

CAIRO, Jan 1, (Renter): President 
Hosni Mubarak said in an interview 
published on Saturday that the res- 
toration of ties between Egypt and 
Syria was not aimed against Iraq. 

Syria, Iraq's long-time foe, 
resumed tics with Egypt on Wednes- 
day, ending a break of 12 years over 
Cairo's relations with Israel. 

Diplomats in Cairo have said that 
Iraq, linked with Egypt, Jordan and 
North Yemen in the Arab Co-opera- 
tion Council economic grouping, 
would be angered by the resumption 
of ties. 

Sudan calls 

KAMPALA, Jan 1, (Reuter): Sudan 
said an incursion by its forces into 
northwest Uganda in which a Ugan- 
dan soldier was killed was a mistake, 
state-run radio K ampa la said today. 

Sudan’s military attache in Kam- 
pala told Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni last Friday’s incursion was 
“a mistake by the local comman- 
ders," adding it was at odds with the 
country's policy of good neigh- 
bo urlineis, the radio said. 

Uganda has officially adopted a 
neutral attitude towards a civil war 
raging in southern Sudan for the past 
five years. 

4 die in air raids 

NAIROBI. Kenya. Jan 1, (AP): Eth- 
iopian rebels today claimed govern- 
ment warplanes bombed two villages 
m drought-stricken northern Eth- 
iopia, falling four people and des- 
troying badly needed crops. 

The rebel Tigre People's Libera- 
tion Front, in a clandestine radio 
broadcast, said four government 
MiG-23 fighter jets bombed the 
villages of Adoa mid Edaga Hamus 
in Tigre province Thursday, killing 
five cattle in addition to the civilians 
and destroying the crops. 

“The barbaric act is aimed at 
subjecting inhabitants of the area to 
starvation," said the rebel broadcast 
monitored in Nairobi. Adua and 
Edaga Hamus are in northern Tigre, 
about 40 kilometres (25 miles) south 
of the border with Tigre’s northern 
neighbour Eritrea. 

Sniper kills boy 

BEIRUT, Jan I, (Reuter): A sniper 
killed five-year-old Ralf Rizkallah in 
Beirut yesterday as he played on the 
balcony ofhis borne while his parents 
were preparing to celebrate New 
Year's Eve, hospital sources said. 

They said the child was hit in the 
stomach by a sniper’s bullet fired 
from Syrian-controlled Muslim west 
Beirut. Hie boy's home is in Chris- 
tian east Beirut near the city's divid- 
ing green line. 

“He was playing on the balcony 
with his father when his mother 
jailed her husband to the kitchen to 
odp her prepare for celebrating New 
Year's Eve,” said one sobbing 
relative. 


Police smash 
peace chain 

71 hurt in Jerusalem clash 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Jan 
supporting independence and the PLO, 


1. (UPI): Israeli police, apparently reacting to Palestinian chants 
LO, fired tear-gas and rubber bullets on Saturday into a multinational 
in a human fkam for peace around Jerusalem’s walled old city. 


More than 71 
and tear-gas 


71 people in Arab East Jerusalem were treated for injuries caused by rubber bullets, beatings 
inhalation, hospital officials said. Among those injured were four- and seven-year-old 


Hundreds of the estimated 1 5,000 to 20,000 demonstrators who gathered for the human ebam around the 
walled Old City in Arab East Jerusalem ran for cover as police and paramilitary border patrol soldiers fired 
tear-gas and rubber bullets toward the crowd along sidewalks in Arab East Jerusalem. 

Police did not disturb peace 
activists who linked arms along 
the Old City walls in Jewish west 
Jerusalem. 

Police also opened fire on 
demonstrators with a water can- 
non that sprayed liquid with a 
* green -coloured dye. The dye- 
■ coloured water is used to mark 
demonstrators who can then be 
' arrested if" they manage to flee the 
scene. It is a tactic long used by 
v &)uth African police to identify 
' street protesters. 

Marisa Manno, the 43-year- 
old Italian woman who lost her 
eye, had retreated to her hotel 
oWriooking the demonstration 
after the initial violence erupted. 

She was watching the protest 
when spray from thepolice water 
cannon shattered a window, sen- 
ding glass splinters into her right 
eye, demonstration organisers 
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H-tog Jbgjvjplcnoe arid relea^ed;afi^', 
but 1 6 Pal csttnians b£nightfall, a' 
spokesman said. Foreigners 
were among the wounded and 
rictained.omcialsandorganisers 
said. 

The violence erupted as an 
estimated 15,000 to 20,000 
Israelis, Palestinians and peace 
activists from Europe and the 
United States linked hands 
around Jerusalem's walled Old 
City. 

It was the largest demonstra- 
tion involving Palestinians and 
Israelis smeethe start of the two- 
year-old Palestinian uprising 
against 22 years of Israeli 
occupation. 

Palestinian demonstrators 
said they believed thousands of 
other Palestinians from the 
occupied territories would have 
joined in the human chain if 
Israeli forces had not set up 
checkpoints on Saturday to stop 
people authorities considered 
potential troublemakers from 
entering Jerusalem. 

The human chain — dubbed 
“give peace a hand" — was part 
of a three-day conference organ- 
ised by Palestinians, Israelis and 
Europeans to draw attention to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
and attempt to explain the con- 
cerns of both sides. 

A day earlier, up to 5,000 
women marched from Jewish 
West Jerusalem to Arab East 
Jerusalem calling for an end to 
the Israeli occupation of the 
territories. 

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy 
Kollek and right-wing 
parliamentarians criticised 
Saturday's demonstration. 
Kollek urged political 
movements to “stop using 
Jerusalem as an instrument for 
the advancement of their own 
political aims.” 

Despite the violence, many 
participants deemed “give peace 
a harm a major success because 
of the belter-than-expected 
turnout and the participation 
eiisandPa 



Israel 
holds 
back a 
million 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
Jan 1, (Agencies): The Israeli 
Army forced nearly a mOfion 
Palestinians to stay in their homes 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip today in a bid to 
prevent demonstrations marking 
the 25tb anniversary of Yasser 
Arafat's Fatah movement 
The clandestine Palestinian 
leadership of the two-year-old 
revolt against Israeli nrie in the 
occupied territories had called for 
massive protests on the anniver- 
sary of the fomattng of the PLO’s 
mainstream Fatah group. 

Police, meanwhile, said postal 
authorities had defused 10 letter 
bombs sent from Cyprus in the 
past few days and warned the 
public there coidd be more on the 
way. 

In December 1987, two Israelis 
were sfightiy wounded by booby- 
trapped Christmas cards sent 
from Turkey mid faraeti experts 
blamed Fatah for the attack. 

The army damped a curfew on 
the 650,000 residents of the Gaza 
Strip before dawn today and 
barred journalists from en t eri ag 
the occupied area mlere accom- 
panied by the army. 

In the West Bank, troops cow- 
fined 300,000 rerideuts to their 
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People throw their hands in the airas they link hands in frontof the Old City walls, 
seen behind, during the “1990 Time tor Peace" demonstration. Below Marisa 
Manno del Pinto Is attended by an orderly in hospital, after losing her eye at a 
peace rally in Jerusalem. (Reuter wlrephoto) 


involving both Israelis an 
tinians. 


fPales- 



They declared aH of the. West 
Hank except Bethlehem a closed 
military area. 

Bethlehem residents said sol- 
diers forced sbopowners to close 
thew stores shortly after they 
opened. 

Despite the restrictions, pic- 
tures of PLO and Fatah leader 
Yasser Arafat and, his assaarin- 
ated deputy, Khalil A1 Wazir, 
were pasted aH over the West 
Bank. 

Palestinian activists also dis- 
tributed leaflets tracing the his- 
tory of Fatah. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's largest com- 
mando group, Fatah was founded 
on Jan 1, 1965, three days after 
bunching its first mffitary at tack 
against IsraeL 

Palestinian commandos then 
blew up Israeli water installations 
near the Jordan valley village of 
Aflaboun in a failed attempt to 
divert the flow of the Jordan 
River. 

In Jernsalem, female high 
school stadeats raised Palestinian 
flags and chanted slogans saluting 
Fatah wt tin Palestinian npris- 
iog. Police sarramded the bnfld- 
! bat did not intervene. 

said they found a dud 
under the car of Vice 
Shhnou Peres’ wife out- 
side their Tel Aviv home. 

For the fourth day in a row, 
unknown Arab assailants shot 
dead yesterday a P al e stinia n sus- 
pected of collaborating with 
Israel, Arab reports and Israel 
radio said. 

Masad Ibrahim Imadi, 28, died 
instantly when three masked men 
entered his home in the Borcfi 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip 
and shot him a umber of times at 
dose range, Arab reports said. 

They said Imadi,a meefaamefor 
the UN Relief and Welfare 
Association, was snspected of 
collaborating with Isritefi auth- 
orities. 

His death rose to 165 the ran- 
her of Palestinians killed by feflow 
Arabs during the two-year Pales- 
turian uprising. Most were suspec- 
ted of collaborating. 



A masked Palestinian with rope tucked under his arm, wields a knife as he displays a Yasser Arafat poster at 
a demonstration in Hebron to mark the Fatah Day. (Reuter wirephoto) 

PLO marks anniversary of first raid 

‘Independence nearer’ 


BAGHDAD, Jan 1. (Agencies): 
PLO chairman Yasser Arafat 
said yesterday the dream of 
establishing an independent 
Palestinian state is now closer to 
reality than when his Fatah 
group first launched raids on 
Israel in 1965. 

Speaking to reporters on the 
eve of the 25 th anniversary of the 
first raid Jan 1, 1965, Arafat said 
the movement which he and 
other activists formed in 1 959 has 
rekindled P alestinian hopes of 
re gaining a homeland. 

“The revolution which started 


encompasses all tlie P alestinian 
people,” he told a news con- 
ference in his headquarters in the 
Iraqi capital 

“I feel I'm closer now to the 
Palestinian state than at any time 
in the past,” he said. 

Arafat speaking to the Lon- 
don-bssed newspaper A1 Hayat 
said when late Iranian spiritual 
kaderAyatoUah-Khomosi fled : 
from ban to France during the 
era of Shah Mohammed Reza, 
the PLO leader offered him 
refuge in parts of southern 
Lebanon under the control ofhis 


commandos at the time. 

But Khomeini, Arafat said, 
preferred Paris “on pretext that 
the media machine there was 
more important. 

“When the (Khomeini) 
revolution scored victory, we 
(the PLO) trained the 
Revolutionary Gaurds,” 
claimed ArafaL 

“This doens’t mean that they 
did not have qualified officers for 
training, but they intended not to 
depend on pro-Shah officers.” 

Arafat said “the theory to 
form the Revolutionary Guards 
was my theory. Khomeini once 
asked me what to do to face the 
army of the Shah. 

“I told him: Establish guards 
and call them the Revolutionary 
Guards.” 

Arafat claimed nearly 1,000 
Palestinians have been killed in 
an uprising against Israeli rule 
that erupted in December 1987, a 
development that spurred the 
-Palestine National. Gouncil, the 
PLO’s parliament-in-exile, to 
declare an independent Palestin- 
ian state Nov 15, 1988. 

“This is not an ordinary war of 
liberation,” Arafat declared. 


“We’re fighting against a mighty 
colonial power.” 

Most of the founders of Fatah, 
the main component of the PLO 
have been assassinated or killed 
in combat with Israeli forces. 

Arafat and a few of the old 
guards are still in command. But 
they are now pursuing a more 
moderate policy to negotiate 
with Israel and establish a Pales- 
tinian state in an area roughly 
encompassing the occupied West 
Bank of Jordan and the Gaza 
Strip, seized by the Israelis 
“Our state is only a stone's 
throw away from where we stand 
now,” he said. 

Arafat said the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories have 
established the infrastructure for 
a state he claimed has been recog- 
nised by 1 17 countries. 

“Everything’s ready. We only 
need to be there,” he said. 

The uprising has hit the Israeli 
economy and the crackdonw by 
Israel’s security forces against 
rioters armed in the main with 
stoens and gasoline bombs has 
tarnished the Jewish state's 
image around the world, Arafat 
said. 


Masoud hangs 
four rivals 

Fighting in Khost 


ISLAMABAD, Jan I, 
ries): Mujahedeen rebels i 
today to have killed or wounded 
1 50 government troops and los- 
ing 30 of their own in three weeks 
of fighting in and around the 
Afghan town of Khost. 

Fazal Akbar, head of Afghan 
information and documentation 
centre, a pro-rebel but non-alig- 
ned news agency, quoting a 
mujahedeen commander said 


troops dead or wounded.’ 

He said rebel casualties 
included 30 dead and 80 woun- 
ded. 

“Most parts of the city of 
Khost have been destroyed,” 
said Akbar, quoting Mali Khan, 
commander of Harkat-e- 
Inqilab-e-Islami rebel group. 
Various mujahedeen groups 
have been co-ordinating their 
fighting in the area. The fighting 
in Khost, 15 miles (25 
kilometres) west of the Pakistani 
border, was also a combined 
operation. 

Mali Khan also claimed that 
the mujahedeen shot down an 
Afghan military transport air- 
craft on Dec 25. 

Meanwhile, Gulbaddin Hek- 
matyar, leader of the fundamen- 
talist Hezb-i-Islami group, 
demanded that Burhanuddin 
Rabbani of the more moderate 
Jamiat-i-Islami stand trial for the 
Dec 21 executions of four mem- 
bers of the Hezb-i-Islami group. 

“They took a dastardly action. 


We didn’t imagine Jamiat would 
resort to such a heinous act,” 
Hekmatyar told a news con- 
ference in Islamabad. 

He called for the appointment 
of an independent tribunal to try 
Jamiat leaders for the hangings, 
which he claimed were the 
product of a “mock trial.” 

Hekmatyar said he was order- 
ing his own men to stay calm. 

“We won’t seek retribution in 
a retaliatory way. I want to call 
on all Hezb-i-lslami comman- 
ders not to knuckle under to their 
emotions,” Hekmatyar said. 

Midia, a joint rebel news 
agency representing an alliance 
of seven Afghan groups said, the 
insurgents killed 14 government 
troops and captured 20 in Pagh- 
man, just west of Kabul, on Dec 
21. The government troops who 
were trying to block a muja- 
hedeen-controlled road between 
Paghman and Arghandai suf- 
fered the losses when the insur- 
gents attacked and cleared the 
road, Midia reported. 

Referring to the executions, a 
Jamiat spokesman said its ren- 
owned northern commander, 
Ahmad Shah Masoud, ordered 
the hanging of Syed Jamal and 
three other men of the Hezb 
party in Taloqan, capital of nor- 
thern Takhar province. 

“According to the report, 
Jamal confessed his crimes 
against the mujahedeen and the 
people,” said the spokesman. 


Rebels reject 
federal system 

ADDIS ABABA, Jan 1, (Reuter): 
Sudanese rebels said today there 
could be no peace in their country 
unless it adopted a secular constitu- 
tion. 

People's 
ed a 
of a 

system of government this 

year underwbich sharia, Islamic law, 
would be kept in regions where 
MusHzns are in a majority. 

The rebels, fighting since 1983 to 
end what they see as domination of 
the mainly Christian and anhnist 
south by the Muslim north, want 
Sharia: 


The rebel Sudanese 
Liberation Army 


proposal for the establi 
federal 


Deposed South Yemeni president decides to call it a day 


SANAA, Jan 1, (AP): Ali Nasser Moham- 
med, the South Yemeni president deposed in 
1986, declared in a New year message to bus 
countrymen yesterday that he has abandoned 
his vow to return to power amid moves by 
North and South Yemen to unite. 

“It is my duty to leave the arena now,” he 
said in a statement distributed to the media in 
North Yemen where he has been living in 
exile. 

The deposed ruler said: “I fed it is my duty 
to rdinqusih my post and the responsibility I 
bore ana to leave it to the people to judge for 
themselves ...” 

He said bis decision, taken to mark the New 
Year, was dictated by “my feeling of the 
importance of the coming stage ... and the 
unionist steps” taking shape between the two 


Yemens. 

He thanked the North Yemeni leadership 
for the hospitality they accorded him during 
Us years of exile. 

Mohammed has been living in exile in 
North Yemen since he was defeated in a 12- 
day dvil war m January 1986 between rival 
factions of the ruling Yemeni Socialist Party. 

Some 40,000 ofhis followers fled with him 
to North Yemen. The new rulers in Aden tried 
him in absentia and sentenced him to death. 

Mohammed's threats to return to regain 
power in Aden heightened tension between 
the two Red Sea states and snarled efforts to 
unite the two neighbours that he had spear- 
headed while he ruled. 

S. Yemen has been the Arab world's only 
self-proclaimed Marxist state since it gained 


: from Britain in 1967. 
i- new leadership in Aden pursued a 
friendly policy toward Sanaa and South 
Yemen's other neighbours on the Arabian 
p eninsula, particularly as Soviet leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev's policy of perestroika gained 
momentum. 

The moves toward unity were revived and 
Aden's leadership issued a general amnesty 
that allowed most of Mohammed's -’ippor- 
ters to return home. 

But when North Yemeni leader Ali Salem 
AJ Beidh visited Aden last week for a summit 
with President Ali Abdullah Saleh, the South 
Yemeni leadership said after the meeting that 
the amnesty would cover those “against 
whom punitive sentences were passed.” 


Communism 
is a sin: Badr 

CAIRO, Jan 1, (Renter): Egyp- 
tian Interim- Minister Zaki Badr 
denounced communism as a sin 
which had impoverished man. 
kind. 

“Communism was a sin com- 
mitted by humanity over its long 
history. It has impoverished 
wealthy nations and pushed 
advanced nations backwards,” 
Badr told workers at a state- 
owned iron and steel plant to 
break up the stoppage. 

“It is quite strange that there 
are still people in Egypt who 
believe in communism a-vl can 
for it pubhdy and privately while 
we are witnessing its retreat? 


Rival Shiite 
clash eases 
but goes on 

BEIRUT, Jan 1, (Renter): Rival 
Shiite militias exchanged rockets 
and machinegun fire in South 
Lebanon for the 10th successive 
day today after mediation efforts 
failed. 

Security sources said fighters 
of the Syrian-backed Amal and 
the pro-Iranian Hezbollah da- 
shed in the strategic Iqlim A1 
T iif ah area 40 km (25 miles) 
south of Beirut. 

There were no casualties in the 
latest fighting, the sources said. 
At least 57 people have been 
killed and 225 wounded in the 
street-to-street battles which 
erupted in villages on December 
23. 

The fighting has eased since 
commandos loyal to PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat entered the area 
on Friday. 

A PLO official said the 600- 
man force hoped to keep the two 
sides apart, but security sources 
said it had merely occupied posi- 
tions between the battle zone and 
two Palestinian refugee camps 
near Sidon. 

“They reinforced areas they 
were already holding. They only 
entered one new village, but even 
that is far from the frontline,” a 
source said. 

Palestinian sources said the 
PLO wanted to stop Hezbollah 
gaining ground in the direction 
of the ca mp s, fearing they might 
link up with anti-Arafat groups 
there. 

A Hezbollah source said the 
militants were not concerned 
about the Palestinian 
deployment and doubted it 
would be effective. 

“We refuse to withdraw from 
our newly-captured positions 
before receiving guarantees that 
the past peace agreements with 
Amal wifi be carried out,” the 
source added. 

An Amal source said Hez- 
bollah wanted to occupy South 
Lebanon to launch attacks 
against Israel and provoke 
retaliation from the Jewish state. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign Mini- 
ster Mohammed Ali Besharati. 
who mediated a ceasefire on 
Wednesday that collapsed 
within hours, ended a visit to 
Lebanon yes today. 

Amal has said it will keep figh- 
ting until Hezbollah withdraws 
from five newly-captured 

villages. 





Filipinos learn about Symphony 
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Kapilku’s participants listening attentively. 


THE Association of Filipinos in 
Kuwait (Kapilku) held their 
fourth week of their computer 
course on Friday at Kabayan 
Restaurant More than 100 par- 
ticipants learned about a new 
programme called Symphony. 

Jonathan A. Gonzales, finan- 
cial accountant of the Holiday 
Inn Hotel, briefly explained the 
features of Symphony. He also 
explained the mechanics, impor- 
tance and commands of Sym- 


phony. 

Rudy Ocampo, manager of 
Echo electronics will discuss 
Data Base ni Plus on the last day 
of the course. He will be assisted , 
by Joel and Arlene Bonedllo a 
computer engineer and a 
programmer, respectively. 

Kapilku's auditor Beds Boijja 
is the chairman of the course - 
Sarah Macarimbang, vice- 
president for Social ano Cultural 
Affairs is the over-all co-ordin- 


ator of the project 
The computer course is a 
project of Kapisanang Pflipino 
sa Kuwait (Kapilku) and is spon- 
sored by Kabayan Restaurant 
The last session and the award- 
ing of the Certificate of Atten- 
dance will be held next Friday at 
9:00 am. Successful students will 
be awarded a certificate right 
after the last programme of the 
session by Kapilku president 
Manny Inserto. 



Jonathan Gonzales discussing the basic commands in Symphony. 







ARTS 

Lecture 

PROFESSOR Oleg Giabar, 
of Harvard University, USA, 
will give a public lecture on 
“The Earliest Represen tations 
of Mosques in Islamic Alt.” 

The lecture will be held on 
Wednesday, 3rd January, 1990 
at 6:00 pm at the Kuwait 


National Museum lecture 
theatre. The lecture, which is in 
English, is open to all. 

Seminar 

THE wminar at the DAA, 
on Arabic and European Art in 
The Light of Zodiacal Symbol- 
ism has been postponed. It will 
be given during the period Feb 
1 1 - March II, 1990. Morning 
sessions on Sunday and Toes- 
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day 11.00- 12.30 am or evening 
session on Sunday and Tuesday 

6.00 - 7.30 pm. Registration 
maybe made by phoning the 
Dar A1 Athar Al Islamiyyah, 
Tel: 2430826, 2453259. 

Tribal Ruga & Oriental Prints 

THE Sultan Gallery will be 
holding a Tribal Rugs and 
Oriental Prints exhibition start- 
ing Saturday Dec 23 until Jan 
i 15. On Saturday, the Gallery 
will be open from 5.00 pm to 

8.00 pm. Else, it will be open 
from 930 am to 12.30 noon and 

5.00 pm to 8.00 pm. For more 
i&formatioxr contact: ‘242T95 1 . 
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Seasons greetings 


Executive Chef, Didier Cazes ot the Meridien Hotel, Kuwait prepared a 
special festive menu served for lunch and dinner at the La Brasserie 
and Versailles Restaurants of Ihe Hotel on 31st December 1989. 

Photo: The Meridien Chef with A Raslan. the assistant Food & 
Beverage Manager. 



SOCIAL 

Dan tolto Coffee Morning 

THE next coffee morning for 
Danes will be held on Jan 7 at 
9.30 am in the Meridien Hotel, 
first floor. For details please 
call Inge — Tel: 3727688 ext 
207. 

Kuwait Cultural Centre 

NEW courses at the cultural 
centre: yogic healing classes, 
two sessions in the evenings on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 
jijutsu (martial arts), Saturday 
and Mondays, pm; Chinese 
cooking classes, Saturdays, 9- 
1 1 am. Fordetailscall 5624393. 

IAC Children's Co mp eti t ion 

THE dates of finals of the 
Children’s Competition will 
take place at IAC Funahees on 
13th, 14th, 15th, 27th and 28th 
December *89 and 18th Jan- 
uary *90 respectively. For more 
details contact Indian Schools. 

KonkanJ Drama 

THE New Goans Overseas 
Association is pleased to 
announce Menmo De Bandar’s 
"Sounsarant Astana Dial” a 
Konkani play which will be 
held in the Indian Arts Circle 
(Funaitees) on the 16th of 
February 1990. The cast all 
from Goa includes M. Boyer, 
Felcy. Josephine, Betty 
Alvares, Tita, Junior Rod, 
Carlos, Rosario Dias, C. 
D’Silva, John de Parra and 
Menmo de Bandar. 
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KIH wins award 

The Arab Traveller, the reputed Arabic magazine of the Middle East Issued from Bahrain recently nominated 
Kuwait International Hotel as its recommended hotel. Seen in the picture presenting the plaque is Ebrahfm 
Bokamal of the Arab Traveller to Hermann Simon. General Manager, KIH. Also seen in the picture are. 
Adnan Saad. PR Manager, and Nusrat Islam. Media Manager, KIH. 


IAC table tennis 

THE IAC table tennis tour- 
nament from Dec 29 till Jan 5. 
All members, their families and 
guests interested in participat- 
ing please call IAC (Tel. 
39048 17) after 7 pm, or Jagdish 
at TeL 2433552, or Sharma at 
Tel. 2644863 for entry passes 
and details. 

SaazAur Anraz 

FEB 2: SaazAur Aawaz, one 
of the leading Indian musical 
groups of Kuwait present their 
fourth musical programme 
entitled Bhule Bisre Geet The 
dmwinchides'Hhidi^lifttaitigs^ 
at the Indian Arts Circle, Fun-' 
^teeson February 2, Iv9&rf > a5--' 
ses will be available shortly, r 1 

II Annual one act Play Com- 
petition 

INDIAN Arts Circle 
announces the n Annual One ' 
Play Competition to be held 
during Eid holidays in April, 
1990. The competition is open 
to Plays in any Indian language 
including English. Awards 
shall include Best Play (1 st, 2nd 
& 3rd). Best Director, Best 
Actor & Actress, Best Child 
Actor, Best Stage Setting and 
Best Acting Performance from 
each team. Registration form 
with rules & regulations are 
available from Indian Arts Cir- 
cle office at Funaitees. Last 
date of submitting registration 
form with required details is 
28th February, 1990. 

Please contact IAC office ►- 
(Tel: 3904817) for further 
details. All Indian associations 
engaged in theatrical activities 
are requested to join. 

Vlshat Musical Group 

VISHAL Musical Group is 
conducting their second 
Musical programme on Friday, 
January 5 at 6.00 pm at Fun- 
aitees, Indian Arts Circle, The 
programme contains the most 
popular old and new hit songs 
from Hindi films, as well as 
classical and fast dances by 
young talented artists. There 
will be a lucky draw and tea 
served at the end of the show. 
For gate passes contact: 
2412970 (Raja Stores), 
4317290 (Shaharvi Video) or 
4318290 (Rhythm Cassette 
Shop). 

Kalpak’s drama competition 

Kerala Arts and Literature 
Promoting Association of 
Kuwait (Kalpak) is organising 
a Malayalam drama competi- 
tion on 8th and 9th of February 
1990. 

One act plays of 40 minutes 
duration will only be con- 
sidered for die competition. 
Prizes will be awarded for best 
drama, best script (only for 
amateur creations from 
Kuwait) best direction. Stage 
setting, best actor (Prem Nazir 
award) best actress 8fc best child 
artist, from the selected entries. 

Interested parties may send 
their applications along with a 
copy of the script to Varghese 
Parudayil, p.O. Box 47, 13001 
Safat, Kuwait, 

For more details pis contact 
Varghese 5635481. Kurien 
5658072 or Balakrishnan 
4316737. 

Hie Carnival Nite 

"THE Entertainers" 

proudly announces for the first 
time in Kuwait ‘The Carnival 
Nile’ which is scheduled to be 
held at the Ramada A1 Salam 
Hotel’s Le Mirage main 


ballroom on 22nd February 
1990. Be sure to be there with all 
your gtit and glamourous cos- 
tumes to witness this 
traditional event Top Ranks 
and Perfect Strangers will 
rhythm out their best musical 
performance for this occasion. 


SPORTS 


At the Holiday lim Health Club 
and Recreation Centra 

SWIMMTNG lessons 

aYafotdA*ll 

qualified . swimming v mstnic-. . 

Mon-Tues-Wed 3.30 to 530p 
beginners- improvers-aduits. 
Mixed keep fit classes. Wed 5-6 
Thurs 6-7, Fri 12-1.00 and 1- 
2.00, Sat 5-6.00. Ladies keep fit 
Mon 5-6, Tues 5-6, Fri 5-6 and 
Sun 5.30-6.30. Martial arts w/ 
black belt instructor Mon-Wed 
6-ton Taekwondo Sat-Mon, 7- 
8 Thurs 5-6: ' Bowling alley 
available for private company 
and community tournaments. 
Five squash courts. Squash 
handicap every Sunday start 6 
pm — all standards, open to 
non-members. Squash coach- 
ing available from professional 
coach everyday, from I pm, 

Massage for men and women. 
Gym facilities for men and 
women. Tennis courts — coa- 
ching available. Plus lots more. 


KTV1 


9.00 Opening . and Holy 
Quran 

9.35 Loulo. Al Sagbefcra:' 
local, children’s play,, 
starring: Dawoud 

Husain, Intesar Al 
Sharah and Abdul 
Naser Darweesh 

1130 The Little Horse Blue: 
English foreign 
feature film 

LOO News summary 

1.05 The World Today via 

Satellite (repetition) 

1.30 KTV 1 Programmes 
Preview for 1990: 
Local programme, 

ted by Narvan Edrees 

3.00 Ismael Yaseen Fi Al 
Jaish: Arabic feature 
film, starring Ismael’ 
Yaseen, Abdul Salam 
AL Nabulsi' and 
Sameera Ahmad 

435 Bereen: cartoon serial . 

5.15 Mama Anisa and Chil- 
dren: local children’s 
programme 

5.45 Night Chemists, air- 
lines and official 
advertisements. 

6.00 Imam Mohammed 
Abdob: - historical 
serial (part 3) 

7.00 Varieties 

7.15 Holy Quran and 

science: religious 

pro g ramme, pre pa red 
and presented by Dr 
Ahmad Shawqi Ibra- 
him 

8.00 Varieties 

835 Omsiyat Al Ethneen: 


local programme, 
prepared and presen- 
ted by Mohammed Al 

Barj“ . . 

9.00 News in Arabic 
9.45 Ghadan Tushreqo A 
Shams: Arabic serial 
(part I ),staning: iman 
• Al Tokhi, Anwar 
Istnad, Nawal Abu Al 
Fotooh and Imad 
Rashed 

10.45 Masra Al Muianabi: 

historical serial (Final 
part), starring: 

Abdullah Ghailh, 
Sameeha Ayoub. 
Ameena Rezq 

11.45 News summary 

11.50 The World Today via 

Satellite 

12.15 Holy Quran and 

closedown 

[kty 

6.00 Opening announ- 

cement and Holy 
Quran 

6.10 Diplodos. A cartoon 
series for children 

630 Dartmoor "Spring" 
Pr. 1. The beauty of 
spring season... four 
types of swamps... 
huge rocks are used as 
crossing means over 
rivers... 

7.00 Peaceable Kingdom 
"Gorilla”. Rebeca 
takes care of the zoo, 
at the expense of her 
leisure time and her 
children’s affairs. 

8.00 News in English 

8.30 You and the Law 

8.45 Coming of Age. Dick, 


a retired pilot, plans to 
keep away from bib. 
His wife, however, 

encourages bhn to par- 
ticipate in social liik 
9.15 The story of HolL 
ywood “Hollywood 
goes to War". HoH- 
wood during World 
War II and the role of 
the American cinema 
in raising morals Of 
soldiers and entertain- 
ing them... the role of 
women in this war... 

10.00 The Twilight Zone. A 
bank employee who 
knows only figures 
language, has an 
accident Lhai changes 
his life altogether. He " 
becomes able to fore- 
see future accidents 
and events... 

1030 Silk Route of the Sea. 
Tartous. the Syrian 
port on the eastern 
shores of the Medi- 
terranean. served as an 
important point on the 
Silk Route. A Japan- 
esc-Syrian team of 
divers attempt to find 
the secret s or sea trade 
on the Silk Route bet- 
ween Europe and the 
Far EasL 

11.15 A man called Hawk 
"The Master's Mir- 
ror". A colonel calls 
his ex-subordinate and 
asks him to find an old 
companion called 
Traks witout giving 
him any more details. 

11.30 News in Brief 

11.45 Magazine D’ActuaBte 







A§l3fem^iTn 
PaklstaM'^cttoof' 
obtained me first prize in the 
Quaid-j-Azam Elocution Com- 
petition. Congratulations from 
all the family. Keep up the good 
work. 

Phone for further details — 
Recreation Manager, 4742000 
ext 6788 Julie Dent or 6700 
recreation. 

Ballet - 

STEPS Ballet School com- 
mences its new term. Jan 1990 
registration is now open Sat- 
Wed in the Kuwait English 
School, Salwa from 3-7 pm. 
Call 5386481 between 9-12 
noon for more information. 
(For girls only 4-1 5 years). 


• -All entries for the Whafa On column can be sent by telex (22332) 
to Events Section or hand da Ihrarad dally, except Thursdays, from 12 
noon to 4 pm, at draArab Times Office fan ShuwaHdu Photographs wffl 
also be considered for publication. Phoned-bi entries will not be 
accepted. 

Health Matters 


BBC World Service 


15(min) 

Health Matters is back, and firm 
now on It is a permanent World 
Service series. Presenter Janet 
Devey outlines the agenda 

Coping with cancer, the fight 
against Aids, new treatments for 
eye diseases and tips on first aid: 
just a few of the developments in 
a fast-mo ving medical work! that 
Health Matters explained last 


jm. 

|A^. - 

ite 






Janet Davey keeps track ol 
■health around the world. 


y«r.. 

Now we’re back on the air with 
a new series and an exciting list of 
health topics, examining the 
latest ideas on treatments and 
preventive care. For example, 
thismonth ITTbediscussmgback 
pain with specialists and a suf- 
ferer, to find out what causes it, 
how to ayoid it and how. to treat 
common types of backache. 

Then there is good news for 
women in developing countries 
on the sensitive subject of san- 
itary war. It’s often a taboo 
topic, with hygienic sanitary ■ 
towels difficult to obtain. Now a 
campaign has beep launched , to . 
make sanitary wear more widely 
available. . * . ■ 

. There is also news of some 
simple games for children and 

grown-ups which will teach them. 

how to look after themselves apd 
others. And. details of the latest 
treatments for , epilepsy — With- 
tips on what To Sdo if you see. 
someone having a fit 

Lookingahead to next month, 
there . will he four special . 
programmes ' from 'the West” 
Indies and Africa looking at 
women- s mid childrens issues, as 
well as Aids in the developing 
world. But we start the New Year 
with plenty 'of new Health Mat- 
ters ideas which could afreet you 
and your families. I lookforwaKi 
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In ms conluding speech, 
he would try to solve the 
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TtAs, Weds: 


Al Andrihis 
Arabic film . 
Sainu’ysh 
Hall Booked 
AlHamra 
Licence to Kill 
Drived 
W.L.L.O.W 
AlFirdous 
Yateem 
Fahabcd 
North Shore 
. Al Jahra 
Arpaan 
Granada 
Pooram 


SuhtiUkhat 
Brass Target 

Jleeb 

Sakbm Hawed 
Afenadl Drive-ia 
Arabic film 

miayers 


Fajr 

Zofar 

Aar 

Ma^areb 
Isha 
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Singh 
plan to 


help 


poor 


(Continued from Page 1) 


hwflfw cultivators and artfaaas 
op to Rsl0,000. It has also said 
mat a long-germ fiscal policy 
wonld be prese n te d daring the 
badget session of ParfiameBL 

Reheralhg the go w n a m a fs 
commitment to c ur b oste^atiocs 
and elitist consumption, the 
announcement said that menses 
seeded la tins regard would be 
taken early . To pan np exports in 
a big way and ping loopholes in the 
iffigsfft-expssst dies as also sim- 
plify procedures, the government 
will announce new three-year 
■mrart-export policy on April 1. 

Simplified pre-shipment 
documen ta t io n wffl be finalised 
and ■mBiiim i it on March I. The 
export poScy will encourage the 
export of items with high net 
foreign exchange content. 

The Defence Ministry will 
appoint a eotmnittee to examiae 
modifies for imp l eme nti ng a 
scheme for reafismg. tfae nfog 


NathmaL Front’s, 
the principle of ~**one^r ank 
pension” for 

Tim pmrkal sflj set i 
National Se d g i ty^Cortn^ a 
the chairmanship of the 


lb. 


integral 
strategy for the country. 


It 


tionou electoral rtM o n ria ia n ddhe 
settingup of a hi g h-l ev el jndfcfadr 
commission for appointments and 
transfers of judges. The bffl seek- 
mg to grant antouomy to state- 
owned radio and television, 
already introdocedhiPaitiainent, 
wSB be enacted after a national 
debate in the next session. 

The go vernment sbo plans to 
amend the constitution to gnwaa- 
tee the “right to ^formation.** 
The citizen's right to pnncy wiB 
also be safegnmrM tfcrodgh k^-] 
WntiamMtoiimietotoeHti toetftin 
official secrets fctf 

carinlVBt' ' = *;/*» 

After the state assembly dec- 
tioas, dne in early 1990, an inter- 
state cotndl will be set 19 . Special 
measures for the ndnorities will be 
formulated during the budget ses- 
sion of Parfiameat a scheme to 
ensure that special courts are 
promptly set np for expeditions 
disposal of cases relating to caste 
ana communal riots wffl be final- 
ised before March. 

The government has prombed 
the Mgjbest priority to the promon 
tiou of woncen* participating in 
m a n a ge ment, and necessary leg- 
islation will be brooght forward in 
the next session of parliament. 

From April, the government has 
assured a substantia! expansion of 
the existing programmes for the 
urban poor, including provisiofl of 
basic services and facilities in 
stuns and special attention to the 
needs of women aad children. A 
scheme for providing mgbt shelter 
for pavement dwellers in mayor 
cities b expected to benefit about 
1 lakh people (taring the coming 
financial year. A comprehensive 
national boosing policy and the 
liberation and rehabaltation of 
scavengers has also been 
proposed. 


Travel agents cut discount 


Kuwait’s air passengers to pay more 


By M.C. Bote 

Business editor 

MOST of the airlines in Kuwait have 
been gradually increasing the fore in 
stags to improve their yield. A ten- 
dency of joint action by various airlines 
in the matter of increasing in the fate 
has been noticed, particularly for the 
last one year. The travel agents have not 
benefitted from this move since they 
have been giving 7 to. 8-1/2 per cent 
commission to the passengers. The 
travel agents pay discount to the pas- 


sengers oat of the 9 per cent co mmit 
si on which they receive from the ' 
airlines. Now they feel justified in tak- 
ing a united stand to protect their 
interest by reducing the discount level * 
to 4 per cent • 


All the airline passengers in Kuwait 
willhave to pay additional 3 to 4-1/2 per 

cent fare for their ticket from January 1, 
1990. 


Kuwait Travel and Tourism- Agen- 
cies Association (KTTAA) issued a cir- 


cular to all the travel agents in Kuwait, 
and said "the travel agent may offer 
discounts on their grouted commission, 
that should not exceed the amount 
shown as per contract signed with 
KTTAA.” 

Fahad AI Wazzan, member of the 
board and treasurer of KTTAA told 
the Arab Times that the decision has 
been tai™ by the association in order 
to protect the travel agents* interests 
and improve overall performance. 

Airport Service Tax will be collected 


at the time of ticketing. KTTAA has 
formed a sub-committee to look after 
the interest of the travel agents who had 
signed contracts with the association. 
The concerned travel agents were 
already informed to abide by the new 
regulations. 

Some of the revised economy class 
excursion fares are given below: 
Kuwait-Cairo-Kuwait will be approx- 
imately KD95.500. Kuwait-London- 
Kuwait KD250.250, Kuwait-Manila- 
Kuwait KD314, K u wait-Bom bay- 


Kuwait KD 17 1.500 and Kuwair- 
Trivand rum- Kuwait 242.500. 

A local airline executive has said the 
association’s move gives a bitter sweet 
reaction. The increase in fare levels may 
bring down the number of passengers 
travelling and apparently airlines will 
not be happy about this. But he admit- 
ted that the revised fare will give new 
fillip to the travel agencies' financial 
stability, which is a matter of constant 
concern for the airlines. Atop executive 
of a travel agency said “It is a good 


move because travel agencies are expec- 
ted to give belter services and win the 
passenger. There will not be any price 
war." 

KTTAA organised a meeting in 
Kuwait recently to brief travel agents 
about the new fare structure, the activa- 
tion move of ihe travel industry and its 
performance. About 100 represen- 
tatives from the local travel agents 
including officials from Kuwait Air- 
ways and Kuwait Aviation Depart- 
ment attended the meeting. 


Budget projects growing confidence 


Saudi Arabia to 


boost spending 


ft 


Exchange 

controls 


scrapped 


PARIS, Jan I , (Reuter): For the first 
tww since 1945, the French will be 
flowed to open accounts in foreign 

tofrendes when the banks open 

tomorrow after the New Year 
holiday. 

KThey will also be legally able to 
save bonk accounts abroad, 
f. Saepessive governments have been 
phasing out foreign exchange con- 
over the past four years and 
: Minister Pierre Beregovoy 
up the process as a sign of 
Fiance's commitment to European 
Monetary Union. , 

The government decided in mid- 
December to end remaining foreign 
exchange controls on January 1-. 

Beregovoy also wanted to show, his 
confidence in the franc’s ability to 
withstand the potential transfer of 
cash abroad by investors. 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, Jan 1, 
(AP): Saudi Arabia yesterday 
announced a 1990 budget that 
increased expenditure by 2 
billion riyals (about $500 
million) and listed an anticipated 
increase in revenues, apparently 
reflecting an improvement in the 
- . worid'oSmarfcet. 

” But the world’s largest' oil 
, exporter ran a budget deficit for 
tfc'seventlr straight year — 25 
‘■ballon riyals (56.6 bah on) the 
same as iq the 1989 budget. 

1 dJ£t- will .b^coveretf* by 
development bonds. 

uprocedtmra^9K7 to cur? draw- 
-■*mg on reserves estimated to have 
depleted to about one-third of 
the SI 50 billion the Saudis held at 
the height of the 1970s ofl boom. 

Overall, the budget projected a 
growing confidence that the 
worst of the oil-driven slump is 
over and that medium-term 
economic prospects are improv- 
ing. 

A statement by the Ministry of 
Finance and National Economy 
anticipated revenues at 118 
(S3rh4iilnllion}im 
nd$90 » aifidiT gove rriment^expmw 
4 * djturetrt443'bfllron tiyalb ($38. 1* 
billion). 

More than one-third of expen- 
diture will go on defence, the 
breakdown wowed. 

King Fahd also announced a 
753 bilHon-riyal ($200 billion) 
fifth five-year development plan 
during a council ofmmistereses- 
• sion in Riyadh. 

Saudi Arabia’s revenue last 
was 116 billion riyals ($30.9 
ion). Expenditure was 141 
billion riyals (S37.6 billion). 

The kingdom, the leading 
member of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
has been suffering budget deficits 
sinoe 1973 because of the oil price 
stump. 

But ofl revenues are up, as 
much as 20 percent over 1988 by 
some estimates, as prices firmed 
despite rampant over-produc- 
tion by some Opec states in viola- 
tion of output quotas. 

The improvement of a 1 per 
cent rise in revenues reflects the 
improvement in oil prices, alth- 
ough the Saudi statements did 


UAE sees stable oil market 


ABU DHABI, Jan 1, (Reuter): A senior United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
official, in- remarks published today, urged Gulf Arab states to agree on a 
common oil production policy and keep prices stable. 

“Gulf Co-operation Coaxial (GOC) states should agree a joint ofl. 
output policy that conforms to Opec decisions,” Al Ittinad newspaper 
I Central Bank Governor Abdul Malik. At 


quoted Central Bank Governor Abdul Malik Al Hamar as saying. 
“The policy should include among its priorities prevention of a large 


urease m prices,"* Al Hamar said. 

The GCCgroups Opec members Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, Qatar and the 
UAJE with con -Opec Bahrain and Oman. Jt hasabout half the world’s ofi 


reserves and accounts far half Opec's output. 

“The 1990s carry great hopes for Arab and Gulf oil producers as 
expectations point to stability in ... production and prices,” Al Hamar 
said. 

■ Finance and industry ministry undersecretary Naser Al Nuweis told 
repo r ters oil prices were fikdy.to rise in 1990. 

Nnweis, head of the Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic Develop- 
ment (Adfaed). said higher revenues would allow the fund to make more 

loans. 


not specifically say the 2 billion 
riyals ($500 million) were coming 
from ofl sales. 

Saudi Arabia has been driving 
to diversify its economy to 
reduce its dependence on oil 
exports. 

Fahd, announcing ratification 
of the budget, said the kingdom's 
sfcue>ofi oifl market* ^simeeijicd 
in 'the new Opec ■ production 
quota beginning Jan 1* (pangs, at 
5J58 ioflUmi barrels a day,. . . .'Xa 

Information Minister Ali Al 



ijectsand 
washs- 
($13.8 


Shaher highlighted the recently 
raised estimates oftlm kingdom's 


lliou 

large 


crude reserves to 255 
barrels, in addition to 
quantities of natural gas. 

“We have discovered the sweet 
light ofl for the first time in the 
history of the kingdom in new 
areas,” he said. 

Saudi Arabia now participates 
in ownership of three refineries 
and 10 fuel distribution stations 
abroad. 

The budget statement said the 
economy continued to grow for 
the third straight year. The non- 
oil gross domestic product figure 
registered a growth of 4.6 per 
cent compared to 1.9 per cent in 
1988. 

It said private sector growth 
was 4.4 per cent in 1989 a ga i ns t 
2.8 per cent in 1988, while 
agriculture rose by 1 U per cent 
and industry by 10.4 percent 

The kingdom is a major arms 
purchaser, and the defence sec- 
tor, which indudes purchases as 


well as development 
administrative 
ted at 51.8 billion 
billion). 

No figure was cited last year 
and in 1988 defence spending was 
pegged at 50 billion riyals ($13.3 
bilhon). 

Fahd said the new budget 
■ provkles-fer 26*225 new-military 
i jobs and 20,000 new civilian jobs, 

I ineBa^^4^^ r, eafitatitstt 

| al6fu£ ' >■ ‘ r . 

Last year, the government 
employed more than 20,000 peo- 
pk^' including 8,200 university 
graduates. The Saudis are driv- 
ing to create an estimated half- 
million jobs over the next five 
years, many of them in the 
private sector, to cope with 
population growth. 

The monarch stressed that the . 
five-year plan will concentrate 
on developing human resources 
and envisaged a greater role for 
the private sector. 

Roughly one third of the bud- 
get will be allocated for invest- 
ment spending. 

Fahd said the budget provides 
for government tenders worth 
9.36 mflion riyals ($2.4 billion) to 
implement 157 projects, apart 
from 49.4 billion riyals ($13.2 
billion) on investment spending. 

The last five-year plan was 
evaluated at 1,000 billion riyals 


. ($375 billion), but a large pari of 
it was believed to have gone 
unrealised because of the oil 
price slump. 


UK economic prospects good 


Govt ready to join EMS 


LONDON Jan 1, (Reuter): Chancellor of the 
Exchequer John Major claimed today that the 
outlook for Britain’s overheated economy was good 
if high wage rises did not cripple the government's 
anti-inflation strategy. 

He tokl the British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC): “Providing we are able to deliver, econ- 
omically. a low inflation-high investment economy 
then the prospects for us mine 1990s are very bright 
indeed.” 

Major stressed that a coming round of pay set- 
tlements in the private sector would be crucial to 
curbing inflation and preventing a rise in unem- 
ployment. 

“To a very large extent, the fate of employment 
rests in the hands of those who are negotiating wages 
at present,” Major said. 

“If they produce unreasonable and. unsustainable 
pay increases unmatched by productivity increases, 
then they stand every chance of pricing people out of 
jobs — but that is a decision they must make.” 

Public sector wage increases have crept above 
nine per cent despite the government’s efforts to 
enforce an unofficial seven per cent ceiling broadly 
in line with inflation. 

The Ford Car Company, which sets the bench- 


mark for much of private industry, is threatened 
with a strike soon in support of union demands for 
pay increases in excess of 10 per cent and a 35-hour 
working week. 

Pay militancy has been reinforced by the govern- 
oent'sloss of control of the economy during the last 


18 months which has resulted in sharply 
inflation and a record trade deficit in excess 
billion ($32 billion) in 1989. 

The government’s divisions on how the crisis 
should be handled forced Nigel Lawson to resign as 
Chancellor last autumn when he was replaced by 
Major. 

Major told the BBC he did not believe the strategy 
of high interest rates, which has damaged the gover- 
nment politically, would tip the economy into reces- 
sion this year as some critics have warned. 

But he said a fall from the current rate of 15 per 
cent, double the rate in mid-1988, was not imminent 
despite the complaints of businesses and home 


owners. 


The government remained committed to joining 
the exchange rata mechanism of the European Mon- 
etary Systems (EMS) when inflation was under 
control and Major forecast the move would come 
within “a reasonable period of time .” 


Convertible dinar introduced 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, Jan I, (AP): Yugoslavia today 
introduced a new dinar freely convertible to Western currencies 
and worth 10,000 old dinars, the state Tanjug news agency 

'^The new currency has been fixed at seven to the West German 
mark, and its Introduction is part of government attempts to 


said 


tattle inflation which exceeds 2.600 pier cent last year, 
Tanjug. . , , 

A government austerity programme also includes a wage 
freeze and liberalisation of most prices still under subsidy over 

the next six months, said Tanjug. r . , , 

Unemployment in 1989 was at 17 percent, and the foreign debt 
is at $17 billion in this non-aligned communist country. 


Happy New Tear 


Please receive New Year gifts on each booking. 
Most trusted name in sea/air cargo (world-wide) 




Al-Manea Container Service 


Murqab. near Al-Muzaini Tel. 2404726-2449686 


Morocco 
appeals 
for help 


Oil slick 


RABAT, Jan 1, (Reuter): Morocco 
appealed yesterday for hdp in fight- 
ing a giant oil slick being Mown 
towards rich fishing grounds off its 
Atlantic coast from a stricken Iran- 
ian supertanker. 

A spokesman for the Casablanca 
Port Authority said the Kharg-5, 
drifting unmanned since fire broke 
out on board 12 days ago, was 
thought to have spilled 27,000 tonnes 
of its 284,000-tonne crude cargo. 

Port authorities said the slick stret- 
ched 280 km (175 miles) and more oil 
was pouring from the tanker as ocean 
currents pushed it south about 100 
miles off the Sardine fishing port of 
Safi. 

The official news agency Map said 
Morocco had appealed for inter- 
national help to have the tanker 
towed at least 300 miles farther from 
its coast 

It said France, Spain, Britain and 
Portugal had been asked to send 
experts to avert an ecological disaster 
and French oceanographer Jacques 
Cousteau had agreed to help. 

The Spanish vessel Points Safcnas 
was on the scene with 25,000 litres of 
chemicals to disperse the slick and 
Morocco had ordered another 
40,000 litres of similar products. 

Map said the Moroccan navy was 
on alert and anti-pollution centres 
were being set up in the Allan tic ports 
of Osahlanca+Jorf Lasfar, Ooalidia 
and Safi. ... 


Despite dire predictions of a recession 


Stocks turn in rousing performance 


NEW YORK, Jan I, (Reuter): All in all, 1989 was a 
surprisingly good year for the stock market 

Despite dire predictions of a recession, a few nasty spills 
in the takeover arena, sluggish corporate profits and the 
October 1 3 mini-crash, blue chip stocks advanced 27.0 per 
cent this year, dwarfing last year’s 1 1.8 percent rise. 

And while 1990 promises further opportunities for 
gams, particularly with the changes taking place in Eastern 
Europe, analysis said weak coiporate profits, a soft US 
economy and fears about high-yield debt may lead to some 
rough patches. 

“This has been an unusually good year.” said Janies 
Kalil Sr. president ofCompu-VaTlnvestments Inc. 

Equity mutual funds, an increasingly popular form of 
retail investment, advanced 22.68 per cent in the first 1 1 
months of 1 989, up from 14.44 per cent for all of 1 988. 

The Standard and Poor's 500 index rose about 26 per 
cent this year, after climbing 12.4 per cent in 1988 , and it 
advanced 5.98 points in the week to dose at 353.40 on 
Friday. 

The Dow Jones industrial average, the key stock market 
barometre, has performed better only in 10 other years 
since 1925. It ended 20.90 points higher at 2,753.20 on 
Friday, a gam of 584.63 for the year. 

Forthe week, the Dow finished up4 1.81 points, a 1.5 per 
cent gain. 

MosL predictions call for the Dow to reach 3,000 in 1 990. 
Still, life on the st r eet was far from rosy in 1989. Hugh 
Johnson, first Albany Coip's chief investment officer, said 


themostsignificantsloci market development in 1989 was 
“the move from a period of speculation to a period of 
financial distress. 


“It was signalled by the problems that the junk bond 
market had started to get into. We woke up one morning 
and companies were having problems making debt 
payments,’’ he said. 

Worries about the rising debt load of US companies 
crystallised when United Airlines' parent, UAL Corp, said 
on October 13 that it was having trouble gening buyout 
financing. 

Less than a week before the two-year anniversary of the 
October 19 crash, when the Dow lost a record 508 points, 
the blue-chip index dropped 190.58 points, scaring away 
small investors who were just returning to the market. 
Several analysts point to the October 13 mini-crash as the 
most important event of this year. 

Gene Jay Seagle, director of technical research at Gnm- 
tal and Co, said this year's October tumble brought bade 
grim memories of Blade Monday. “There was the re-entry 
of index arbitrage, which we thought had quieted down. 

Index arbitrage, a form of programme trading used to 
capture spreads between stock index futures and the 
underlying issues, is expected to continue in 1990 because 
analysts do not believe Congress or regulators are moving 
to curtail iL 

A weakening economy should provide the backdrop for 
continued softer corporate profits in 1990. 


Oman raises budget expenditure 


MUSCAT, Oman, Jan 1, (AP): The sultanate today issued 
a spending budget for 1990 of 1,747 million rials ($43 
billion), reflecting an 8 per cent increase over last year 
because of an improvement in the world oil market. 

But the Deputy Premier for Financial and Economic 
Affairs, Qais Abdul-Moneim Al Zawawi, said that gover- 
nment expenditure still had to be streamlined as much as 
possible because it was difficult to ascertain whether the oil 
market would continue its upward trend. 

“Although the oil market has witnessed a marked 
improvement in the second half of 1989. yet in view of 
fluctuations of the post, year it is difficult, to forecast 
stability, and thk re i fa for cautiousness and continued 


streamlining and adapting expenditure without affecting 
performance," Al Zawawi said in a statement distributed 
by the oflicia] Oman News Agency. 

Oman is not a member of Opec, but oil exports are its 
main source of revenue. Like the other oil exporters, it has 
sustained budget deficits since the price of ofl slumped on 
the world market in the early 1980s. 

With revenue projected lor 1990 at 1.433 million rials 
($3.7 billion), the sultanate is left with a budget deficit of 
314 million rials ($815 million). 

The deficit projected forthe Jan 1 to Dec31, 1989 budf 
was 400 million nab ($1 .04 hiHionX but the final cstimai 
have yet to be made. 





4ic 


Guj 

has 


j Innovative Chemicals Ltd 
promoted by the Rs. 800 crore 


Investment Corporation Lid. (GIIC)to 
manufacture 35,000 tpa of Alpha olefin, a 
vital import substitute, for the first time in India. 
The Rs. 1 09 crore project will have its plant 
located just 23 kms away from Arddeshwar in 
the Bharuch District of Gujarat and will 
manufacture Alpha olefin using a process 
developed in-house by Dr. B.P. Godrej and 
his team, using vegetable oils. This process is 
unique and has been patented by Godrej in 
many countries around the worn. 


Each Convertible Debenture will be issued in 
3 parts and converted as follows. Part A of 
Rs. 50 into 5 shares of Rs. 1 0 each at par on 
aflotmeni and Part B of Rs. 50 into 5 shares of 
Rs. 10 each at par on March 31 , 1991 . Part C 
of Rs. 50 will be redeemed in two equal 
instalments at the expire of the 8th and 9th 
year from the date of allotment. 


Yes, this ts (L Your chance to participate in 
the success of this potential new venture 
and In the first public issue from the House 
of Godrej! 






(enjoys a 

tremendous demand bom afferent industries- 
the Rs. 3000 crore soap, detergent and 
toiletries industries as well as polymers, 
leather, textiles, on-drilling, mining, etc. For 
Godrej Ihe project is a backward integration 
as the Group is a large consumer of Alpha 
olefin. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Strong promoters -The Godrej Group and 
G1IC 


The imported plant and machinery is being 
supplied by Lurgi GmbH, West Germany, one 
of the world's largest process engineering 
companies with a turnover of over Rs. 1 500 
crore per annum. Lurgi who has been 
associated with Godrej for many years will 
also provide performance guarantees. The 
Company is well established In India and has 
set up more than 75 plants for leading 
organisations in the county including Godrej. 

And now, to part finance the project Gujarat- 
Godrej Innovative Chemicals Ltd. is making a 
Public Issue erf 21,00,000- 12.5% Secured 
Redeemable Partly Convertible Debentures 
oIRs. 150 each for cash at par of which 
4.00,000 Convertible Debentures are 
-reserved for preferential allotment to Non- 
Resident Indlans/persons of Indian origin 
residing abroad on repatriation basis. 


Import substitution project to manufacture 
Alpha olefin 

Tremendous demand for Alpha olefin from 
the rapidly-growing soap and detergent 
industry 

Backward integration project for the Godrej 
Group as GGICL’s products wiQ enjoy an 
exceflent captive demand. 

Technical collaboration with Lurgi GmbH. 
West Germany, one of the wo rtfs largesl 
process engineering companies with a 
turnover exceeding Rs. 1 500 crore per 
annum 

Two-third o! the lace value of each 
convertible debenture will be converted into 
Equity Shares AT PAR. 

Project to enjoy Sa!es-Tax benefits under 
the “Pioneer Unit Scheme” of Government 
ol Gujarat 

BOCC and Wealth-Tax benefits 



Issue opens on: 

For NRI’s -9th January, 1990 
For Indian Public 
10th January, 1990 




GUJARAT-GODREJ 
Innovative Chemicals Ltd. 


and 


on ihe Ahmedabad, Bombay, Delhi 
Stock Exchanges 


Registered Office: Z47/T, GIOC industrial Estate 
Sachin, EXSL Surat 394 203, Gujarat 


The name is the promise 


Concept 










Economic 
team may 
not shift 
debt policy 


MANILA, Jan 1, (Reuter): The 
new Philippine economic 
officials named by President 
Corazon Aquino yesterday are 
experienced bankers expected to 
continue the conservative 
approach on paying the coun- 
try's 527-billion foreign debt, 
analysts said. 

Finance Secretary Jesus 
Estanislao is a 49-year-old 
bachelor whom Aquino appoin- 
ted last August to head the 
National Economic and 
Development Authority (Neda). 

The new Central Bank Gover- 
nor, Jose Cuisia, was chief of the 
social security system and joined 
the Philippine debt panel that 
negotiates with the country’s 
creditors when former finance 
secretary Vicente Jayme had 
heart surgery in Houston. 

Western bankers and Philip- 
pine economists said they did not 
expect any shift in Manila’s 
cautious debt policy, with Jayme 
still acting as overall co-ordin- 
ator on economic issues for 
Aquino. 

Jayme left the finance port- 
folio after being named on Sun- 
day by Aquino as presidential co- 
ordinator for finance and econ- 
omic affairs. Fernandez is 
scheduled to resign on Jan 20 to 
retire. 

The two men successfully 
negotiated in 1989 new financing 
arrangements with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
World Bank and rescheduled 
loans with the country’s Paris 
Cub creditors. 

They also reached an 
agreement with commercial 
bank creditors in New York in 
October 1989 on a debt buy-back 
plan that will cut Philippine com- 
mercial debt 


Ben Ali raises 
minimum wage- 


TUNIS, Jan 1, (Reuter): 
President Zinc A1 Abidine Ben 
Ali raised Tunisia’s minimum 
wage by about 10 per cent yes- 
terday and said the government 
would pursue its plan for consul- 
tations with die opposition des- 
pite opposition reservations. 

In a New Year address, Ben 
Ali said the minimum wage 
would rise 10 dinars (SI 1) a 
month for non-agricultural 
workers and nine dinars (S10) for 
agricultural workers. 

Minimum wages in force since 
April 1988 were about 80 dinars 
($88) for agricultural workers, 
110 dinars (5120) a month for 
other workers who do a 48-hour 
week and 96 dinars ($107) for 
those who do ^ 40-bour week. 

He said this) was the most the 
government could offer given the 
limited means at its disposal. 

Ben Ah said it was unfortunate 
that some political parties had 
not understood him last Novem- 
ber when he invited them to join a 
national pact council to discuss 
the laws regulating political life 
in Tunisia- 

Most of the six recognised 
opposition parties, winch have 
no seats in parliament, set tough 
conditions for taking part, such 
as a government commitment to 
reform the electoral code and to 
give them a voice on state-con- 
trolled radio and television. 

But Ben Ali said the govern- 
ment bad decided to call a meet- 
ing of the council anyway under 
the chairmanship ofPrime Mini- 
ster Ahmed Karoui. He gave no 
date. 


Rural bank takes economic reform to Bangladesh villages 


MOGRAPARA, Bangladesh, Jan 1, 
(Reuter): Safura Begum starts her day 
early to finish household work before 


the sun is upand get her children ready agriculture and domestic problems 
for school. Then, along with her neigh- before getting down to business," he 

1 _1_ *- - _ _ U u . M , -- amim A n/l »Lia In nr Krt Pflr n rrti 


cher who sets out every morning to 
check on pupils. 

“We talk hygiene, education, 
agriculture and domestic problems 

L-ff J a. 1__ 


hours, she awaits an “every-morning” 
visit from her bank manager. 

He arrives with a smile and asks if the 
boys have new books or the girl has 
recovered from illness. Any discussion 
about banking comes much later. 

'This is how we operate.” said 
Arsh&d Alam, the manager of 
Mograpara branch of the Graroeen 


says. “And this trick has so far proved 
highly successful.” 

The idea for the Grameen (rural) 
Bank was conceived by Dr Mohammad 
Yunus, a professor of economics at 
Chittagong University who said it was 
his dream to revolutionise Ban- 
gladesh’s rural economy. 


“By the time the villagers had fini- 
shed their breakfast I have trekked six 
or seven miles to get to them,” he says. 

Alam, talking to Reuters at his office 
40 km (25 miles) from Dhaka, com- 
pares the role of a Grameen b ank 
official with that of a rural schooltea- 


The Magsaysay award-winning 
economist set up the first branch of the 
Grameen Bank on an experimental 
basis in 1976 not far from ins place of 
work. 

Most villagers, who account for 85 
per cent of Bangladesh's 100 million 
people, live in dire poverty. The coun- 


try’s annual per capita income is only 

5170. 

Villagers told Yunus they had no 
money to save with conventional banks 
nor had they any idea of earning 
interest 

So Younus thought ofa hank with a 
difference that would provide the land- 
less and mostly illiterate women with 
credit facilities from funds he borrowed 
Grom a local bank. 

Since then the Grameen Bank has 
come a long way. Its present clientele 
numbers more than 630,000 people in 
14,310 villages, registered with 632 
branches. 

After initial su c cessess,fimdingcame 
from the Bangladesh Central Bank, the 
International Fund for Agricultural 
Development and other sources. 

The bank has so far lent 5160 million 
and received back more than 130 


million. “The rate of (loan) recovery is 
spectacularly high compared with 
other banks,” Alam said. 

Before granting loans to individuals, 
the bank forms borrower groups each 
with five villagers and gives them man- 
datory training for two weeks. 

The first loans, for a maximum of 
10,000 taka (5320) each, go to two 
group members. If they repay the loans 
regularly, two more come on the list 
And after a month or so, the fifth mem- 
ber, who is the group’s chairman, gets 
credit 


shares is owned by the landless mem- 
bers and the rest is retained by the 


Borrowers axe free to use the loans to 
buy cattle, build a house or start a small 
business. But they must repay the loans, 
with interest, within a year by weekly 
instalments before another loan is 
granted. 

More than 75 per cent of the bank’s 


government 

Borrowers' savings account for lu 
per cent of the total loans disbursed. 

The bank has started a savings 
scheme for children. The money is used 
for hiring teach ers for them and buying 
books and clothes. 

The bank also operates a social 
development programme called “Six- 
teen decisions” that helps motivate 
members with discipline, unity and 
hard work to improve their living stan- 
dards. 


cyclone. 

* “Banking is not our primary goal. 
We want to change every aspect of an 
individual's life.” Alam said. 

•*Now we look forward to a golden 
future.” said borrower Ahmad Hus- 
sain. 

To make it easier for the borrowers, 
bank officials go from door to door to 
collect the repayments. “People feci 
greatly encouraged by such gesiurcs.” 
Alamsaid. 


To improve standards of health, all 
h ank members must have sanitary 
latrines at their homes. Any house built 
with a bank loan must stand on con- 
crete pillars, supplied by the bank from 
its own plant, to withstand floor or 


The bank now operates in 38 of Ban- 
gladesh's 68 districts and hopes to open 
branches all over the country by 1995. 

“The Grameen Bank has shattered 
the idea of traditional banking.” Alam 

Many Asian and African countries 
are now trying out such projects, he 
added. 


T urkey keen to expand 
trade ties with Moscow 


Soviet Union, Iran big markets for Ankara 


ANKARA. Jan 1, (Reuter): 
Turkey is looking to expand 
trade with the Soviet Union and 
Iran amid upheavals in Eastern 
Europe and uncertainty over its 
future with the European Econ- 
omic Community (EEC), official 
sources said. 

It has strengthened economic 
ties with the Soviet Union and is 
mending fences with Iran after a 
largely religious dispute earlier 
this year affected trade relations. 

“The Soviet Union and Iran 
are big markets for Turkey and 
cannot be ignored. It is only 
natural that our business com- 
munity should be interested,*' 
one official source said. 

Turkey is eyeing lucrative con- 
tracts in both countries at a time 
when it fears it might be sidelined 
by Europe as the continent nap- 
pies with economic and political 
problems posed by the disman- 
tling of East- West barriers. 

Officials say trade volume 
with the Soviet Union is likely to 


total $1.2 billion in 1989, triple 
the 1986 figure, and both sides 
speak of up to 54 billion in 1 994. 

A senior Soviet diplomat, not- 
ing Turkey’s membership of the 
Nato Western alliance, said: 
“We do not want to bring Turkey 
out of its present alliances. 


52 billion. Relations subsequen- 
tly soured over a ban on women 
wearing Islamic-style heads- 
carves in Turkish universities but 
have since improved. 

“It would be too much to call it 
the start of a new era in relations 
with Iran but ties are wanning 
up,” a foreign ministry official 
said after a high-level contact in 
Tehran last week. 

There is now a wariness in 
Ankara about the EEC. The 
European Commission this 
month shelved Turkey’s 1987 
application for full EEC mem- 
bership until the community 
established a single market in 
1992. 

Turkey has been an associate 
member since 1962 and EEC 
states have traditionally been a 
cornerstone of its trading policy. 
They accounted for 40 per cent of 
its total trade volume of $25 
billion in 1988. 

To help trade with Moscow, 
Turkey’s Export-Import Bank 
says it plans to extend a buyer's 
credit of 5100 million after two 
earlier credits in 1989 worth 150 
million each. 

Also in the pipeline is an 
agreed S350 million in credits to 
finance about 30 Turkish turn- 


“In terms of trade, with 
Turkey we now exceed what we 
have with the United States 
excluding grain purchases,” the 
Soviet diplomat told Reuters. 

“We think Turkey has the 
potential to become a more 
important partner for us in econ- 
omic ties, taking into account the 
activation of its industry, 
especially in consumer goods 
such as refrigerators, clothing, 
shoes and leather.” • 


Relations with Iran were hit by 
the headscarves row. Ankara 
accused Tehran of interfering in 
its affairs when demonstrations 
were held in Iran in April protest- 
ing against the ban ordered by 
the Ankara constitutional court. 


Turkey, a predominantly 
M uslim but secular country, last 
week lifted all legislation ban- 
ning headscarves at universities, 
leaving the institutions to decide 
for themselves on the issue. 

Due mainly to a now-resolved 


dispute in oil prices, Turkish 
imports from Tehran fell to 598.9 


milli on in the first nine months of 
1989 from 567.1 million in the 
same 1988 period. 

But exports to Iran, including 
machinery and dothing, rose to 
S446.9 -million from- -34 1 .3 


we ao not want toonng l urkey key projects in the Soviet Union $446.9 -million- firom-~341 .3 

with Turkey vs based on the Turkey has received Soviet Turkey, which drew trade bea- 

assumption that we have put natural gas by pipeline across the efits by remaining neutral in the 

aside military binoculars. Bulgarian frontier since mid- Iran-Iraq war, now sees itself 

Turkey and Iran signed an 1987 and is seeking a second ideally suited to help to rebuild 

economic protocol last February pipeline through the Soviet damaged cities in Iran as well as 

to double annual trade volumeto Republic of Georgia. in Iraq. 


economic protocol last February 
to double annual trade volume to 


Turkey, which drew trade ben- 
efits by remaining neutral in the 
Iran-Iraq war, now sees itself 
ideally suited to help to rebuild 
damaged cities in Iran as well as 
in Iraq. 


Economic tasks growing 


IMF faces cash squeeze 


WASHINGTON, Jan 1, (Reuter): The Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF), facing new 
challenges in Eastern Europe and Latin America, 
may have to ride out a cash squeeze until 1992 if the 
United States has its way. 

A senior administration official said the United 
States, the IMF's largest shareholder, mgjht be 
willing to support a marginally bigger rise in fund 


m ana g ers. 
IMF ma 


quotas than the figure of35 percent it has endorsed 
so far — but only if the increase goes into effect after 



The Bush administration, seekingthe delay to buy 
extra time to sort out its own budget problems, is 
also demanding more progress in tackling the 
problem of more than S3 billion in late payments 
owed to the fund, the official said. 

The IMF, which makes emergency loans to coun- 
tries with bal ance-of-paymen ts problems, admini- 
sters a pool of cash paid in by its members, so if some 
borrowers fail to repay on time it reduces the funds 
available for others. 

The administration is setting tough conditions to 
try to soften the opposition it knows it will encoun- 
ter in Congress. Many US politicians regard a vote 
for the IMF as a vote for more foreign aid and a 
lifeline to banks saddled with Third World debts — 
both unpopular with voters. 

Monetary sources said US officials have 
indicated that they could perhaps back a 50 per cent 
increase in quotas, or membership contributions, 
which now total 5120 billion. 

But even if a figure in that range were agreed at an 
IMF policy-making meeting tentatively set for Jan 


IMF managing director Michel Camdessus has 
recommended board approval of a 5710-million 
loan for Poland to back a bold programme of 
reforms aimed at reviving an economy that has 
ossified under 45 years of central planning. 

Fund officials admit that they have no guarantee 
that the programme, expected to slash real wages by 
20 per cent and make about 400,000 people unem- 
ployed, will work. 

Thechallenge is enormous but so are the potential 
rewards. If Poland pulls it off the strategy of drastic 
adjustment win be held up as a model for the rest of 
Eastern Europe and the fund will claim a lot of the 
credit. 


And that, officials believe, would make it a lot 
easier to push a quota increase through Congress. 
Meanwhile euphoria has faded over US Treasury 


Secretary Nicholas Brady's bold debt-reduction 
plan nine months after he launched it to rave 


reviews. 

The World Bank, in a recent report, said it was 
encouraged by the Brady plan, which seeks to per- 
suade banks to write off part of their debts in return 
for partial official guarantees on the loans that 
remain. 


25 in Washington, the prospect of a two-year wait- 
ing period promises to be an unwelcome distraction 
at a testing time for the fund and other debt-crisis 


“However,” the bank added, “it would not be 
realistic to expect that the new strategy, by itself, can 
rapidly solve the debt problem of all severely indeb- 
ted countries.” 

Only three countries — Mexico, the Philippines 
and Costa Rica — have reached agreement in princi- 
ple with their foreign bank creditors to lighten their 
debt burdens, and none of those accords has been 
implemented yet. 


Africa plans second decade of industrialisation 


Top priority after food self-sufficiency 


NAIROBI, Jan 1, (Reuter): Africa, battling 


to rum a long cherished dream brio reality, 
plans a fresh drive in the 1990s towards indus- 


trialisation. 

As independence began to sweep Africa 
from 1957 most governments pinned their 
hopes for future prosperity on industrialisa- 
tion. 

But that goal has proved elusive on a con- 
tinent mired in poverty and whose people, the 
World Bank says, are almost as poor now as 
they were 30 years ago. 

Disappointed with initial efforts to realise 
their dream, African leaders decla red the 
1980s a decade of industrial development, 
making this top priority after food self-suf- 
ficiency. 

Yet as other parts of the world advanced to 
the threshold of a new technological age, 
Africa suffered severe setbacks, 

“Deindustrialisation has proceeded on an 
unprecedented scale,** declared Adebayo 
Adedeji executive secretary of the UN Econ- 


omic Commission for Africa (ECA), as the 
1 980s drew to a close. 

“The political will to industrialise has yet to 
be matched by concerted measures to mobil- 
ise local and international financial resources 
for the industrial sector,” said a 1989 review 
by the OAU, the ECA and the UN Industrial 
Development Organisation (Unido). 

Undeterred, African leaders at their final 
summit of the 1980s last July declared the 
1990s a second industrial development 
decade as they try to revive economies sapped 
tty crushing foreign debt, depressed world 
prices for vital commodity exports, rapid 
population growth, drought and civil strife. 

“The meagre resources available to most 
African countries originally meant for 
development programmes such as the (1980s 
industrial) decade have had to be diverted to 
emergency measures from economic 
survival," said the OAU-ECA-Unido report 

It said investment in manufacturing was 
running below one-fifth of total investment 


and, illustrating the challenge ahead, quoted 
estimates indicating that some 5140 billion in 
new investment is needed for “priority” 
projects alone. 

This excludes resources needed to 
rehabilitate existing plant and finance tech- 
nical akl, for which it gave no estimate. 

Hie World Bank, m a report published in 
November, agreed that economic setbacks 
had undermined Africa’s industrial ambi- 
tions, but said it had become increasingly 
evident that earlier efforts focused on state- 
led creation of capacity without regard to cost 
or markets. 

“The result was highly inefficient indus- 
trialisation, heavily subsidised by consumers 
and taxpayers," it added. 

year from*f980 to l^Ln^^wand India and 
five per cent in other low income economies, it 
was virtually stagnant in sub-Saharan Africa 
where its share of domestic product — at one- 
tenth — was bardy higher than in 1965. 


Manufacturing sectors expected to lead economic growth 


GCC urged to map industrial strategy 


THE challenge facing industrial 
development in the Gulf region 
during the 1 990s is the ability to 
produce and sell competitively, 


E reduce and sen competitively, 
oth in the domestic markets as 
well as abroad. The highly con- 
centrated development effort of 
the region's public sectors to 
build large scale industrial 
schemes and the comparable 
hydrocarbon resources of the 
Gulf countries are leading to the 
creation of similar industrial 
bases. This would reduce the 
scope for regional trade and may 
increase considerably the risk or 
competition in the export mark- 
ets, whether within the region or 
outside it. 

The GCC countries need, 
therefore, to come up with a 
coherent industrial strategy for 
the region as a whole, that elimin- 
ates duplication, promotes com- 
plementary industrial projects 
and creates inter-industry and 
inter-country linkages. This does 
not only help expand the size of 
the domestic market but also 
create forward and backward 
linkages so that investments in 
one industry would make invest- 
ments in other more profitable, 
according the GIB financial 
report 

There are several barriers to 
rajpid industrial development in 
the region that need to be addre- 
ssed. These include the high cost 
of imported intermediate 



at tain ed through massive gover- 
nment subsidies. This suggests 
slower growth in the years ahead 
as these subsidies are reduced, 
now that the sector has achieved 
the strategic aim of securing 
certain food supplies. 

The services sectors which 


have contributed an average of 
46.8 oer cent to the regions’ GDP 


Henry Azzam 


ble in the next decade. Any 
product which fills a local need 
(import substitution) or can be 
exported and does not require 
long term subsidies and protec- 
tion to become commercially 
viable may be considered. 

The comparative advantage of 
the region as a manufacturing 
base lies in the availability of 


46.8 per cent to the regions’ GDP 
cannot lead the development 
process on their own. Activities 
here have been financed mostly 
by government expenditures 
derived from oil revenues, and 
growth in these sectors will 
depend on the overall economic 
thrust of the region. 

This leaves the industrial sec- 
tor as the best viable option that 
has growth momentum of its 


The scope for new manufac- 
turing activities is broadening all 
the time as a result of new link- 
ages established and new tech- 
nologies a nd services introduced, 
e.g. between maintenance and 
spare pans manufacturing, bet- 
ween agriculture and food 
processing and between opera- 
tions and other complementary 


services. 

The growing consumer mark- 
ets offer unique opportunities to 
establish light industries and the 


population requirements of the 
forthcoming decade would 


own. According to a survey con- 
ducted by GulxOrganization for 


cheap energy and the low priced 
local feedstock produced from 


petrochemicals and natural gas 
plants. There exists as well a 
growing market for consumer 
products with a total population 
m the Gulf of 16 million and with 
a per capital purchasing power 
among the highest in the world. 

From the point of view of 


Industrial Consulting (GOIC), 
the six GCC states have at 
present 5,405 factories and 
industrial plants including 2,431 
in Saudi Arabia, 979 in Kuwait, 
647 in the UAE. 550 in Oman, 
416 in Bahrain and 421 in Qatar. 

He said that the contribution 
of manufacturing sectors to the 
region's GDP rose from around 
4.8 per cent in 1975 to 5.5 percent 
in 1980 and 9.0 per cent m 1987, 
and it is targeted to reach 1 5 per 
cent in mid 1990s. The highest 
percentage is in Kuwait with 
around 13.7 percent of the coun- 
try's gross domestic product 


products^! the small size, of Jbe c ^ foragrt^mpaniesfCbc! fati-nrertf- 'bernggeaerated-in the manufat^ 

local market, lackot mdustn al revrau^and^s<x 3 al a&d'ficon- . turing and refining industries. .The industries based on min- 
management expeitiserand«teei£^ — ' !x:: : fo Bo ; frfed- : by ^ - Bahrain- (42-.3- per — ^-ethf-resource^ which exist 4n 
meal 'Skills among the national . mean that the Gulf statesshonW — -cent), Qatar (9.9 per cent), mad --economic quantities in-Saudi 


greatly increase the demand for 
processed industries in the 
region. Tentatively the following 
areas are identified: 

The downstream industries in 
the petroleum and petrochemical 
sectors. These include second 
and third generation petro- 
chemical projects, plastics inter- 
mediates, solvent fertilizers, 
tyres, rubber products, paints, 
nylon and_polyester fibres, deter- 
gents^ ftmmal feeds and other 
miscellaneous products. 

These industries can draw on 
relatively cheap basic products 
as well as cheap intermediate and 
finished products, including 
those processable on an export 
basis. They also enjoy a major 
comparative advantage availa- 
ble in the region, namely, the 
abundant and low cost source of 
energy, such as gas and 
hydrocarbon fuels in general. ■ 
.The industries based on m in- 


population, the ineffectiveness 
of existing marketing system, 
unavailability of the necessary 
information base and adequate 
research on technological advan- 
cement, and the openness of the 
Gulf markets given the limited 
protection offered by the tariff 
system. 

There are as well various 
bureaucratic constraints, limited 
commercial bank lending to 
industrial projects and incom- 
prehensive industrial legal codes. 

GIB economist Henry Azzam 
said another constraint has been 
the limited enterpreneurial 
vigour of the region's private sec- 
tors. Gulf businessmen have 
been geared both psy- 
chologically and economically 
toward trade and services 
activities, where profits are easy 
and returns substantial and 
quick. This attitude has had a 
negative impact up till now on 
the expansion of the industrial 
sector. Private entrepreneurship 
has been, to a larger extent, shy- 
ing away from industrial 
activities which involve move 
risks and long gestation periods 
for profitability. 


no longer be thought of purely as 
a consuming market 

They are becoming more Kke 
other markets in which compan- 
ies might be involved as investors 
or joint venture partners in man- 
ufacturing or service operations. 
Conceivably companies might 
see the region as amanufectunng 
base from which they would 
export products to other Arab 
countries, Iran, the Indian sub- 
continent or even to Europe. 

Azzam said the manufactur- 
ing sectors are expected to lead 
economic growth of the Gulf 
region during the 1990s. Indus- 
trialization is given a prime 
importance in the development 
strategy of the coming decade, 
with the private sector being 
called upon to play a pivotal role 
in this respect. Even though the 
percentage contribution of oil to 
GDP has been decreasing in all 
the Gulf countries, the region is 
still considered over-dependent 
on its hydrocarbon resources. 


UAE (9.4 per cent). The indus- 
trial sector’s output to total GDP 
of Saudi Arabia increased from 5 
per cent in 1980 to around 8.3 per 
cent in 1987. Hie lowest percen- 
tage of industrial sector output to 
GDP has been in Oman, close to 
3.7 per cent in 1987. 

However, Oman recorded the 
highest annual growth rate in 
industrial production for the 
period 1980-1987 of dose to 40 
per cent. In 1988, output gen- 
erated in the manufacturing, 
water and electricity sectors of 
the six Gulf states stood at 565 
billion. 


Arabia, Oman and UAE which 
indude iron ore, potash, copper, 
phosphate, gold, limestone, etc. 
These industries are charac- 
terized as being capital and 
energy intensive. Developing 
such mineral-based primary 
industries normally creates 
external economies and forward 
linkages that would render 
investments in derived secon- 


dary product industries more 
profitable. 


Set against these constraints, 
industry in the Gulf has the ben- 
efits of a skilled, non-unionized 
imported labour force, wide ran- 
ging industrial incentives and 
subsidies, political stability and 
reasonably consistent govern- 
ments' industrial policies and 
regulations. The region has as 
well ample capital resources, no • 
exchange control, and state of 
the art infrastructural facilities 
including ports, airports, holds, 
roads and telecommunications. 
Furthermore, industry and all 
other parts of the Gulf economy 
have the benefit of the region's 
enormous contact with the out- 
side world and its receptiveness 
to modem business ideas. 

Most important of all in recent ■ 
years has been the advantage 
that all sectors have gained from 
a fall in the cost of labour, 
especially at the bottom end of 
the market, and the drop in rents 
and real estate prices to more 
reasonable levels. To some 
extent there is now industrial 
service back-up available in the 
region, including distribution 
operations, advertising agencies, 
maintenance and specialist tran- 


Economic diversification will 
be pursued more forcefully to 
reduce the impact of fluctuations 
in world oil prices in the econ- 
omies of the Gulf. By strengthen- 


ing the manufacturing base, the 
Gulf countries will be well 


It is only very recently that 
Gulf businessmen have come to 
appreciate that they can profita- 
bly do business other than con- 
tracting, real estate, importing, 
money exchanging, service 
related activities and small man- 
ufacturing associated with oil 
construction. 

There are many niches in the 
Gulf markets that have not yet 
been filled and where in vest- 
ment 1 : move prove quite profita- 


Gulf countries will be well 
positioned to sustain an internal 
momentum of growth in the 
1990s. 

With the completion of the 
region's major infrastructural 
projects, construction sectors are 
not expected bo exhibit ample 
growth in the years ahead. These 
sectors are currently suffering 
from conditions of excess supply 
and large projects are over- 
dependent on government 
expenditures. 

The contribution of construc- 
tion sectors to GDP has been 
trending downward in the last 
few years, reaching an average of 
9.7 per cent in 1987. 

The re-orientation of the econ- 
omy from public sector based 
growth to private sector 
initiative will limit future growth 
prospects of Gulf construction 
activities. 

The future growth potentials 
of the agricultural sector are also 
limited given the high rate of 
depletion of the mainly under- 
ground water resources of the 
region. With the exception of 
Saudi Arabia where the agricul- 
tural sector showed remarkable 
growth over the last few years 
(thecontribution of this sector to 
the Kingdom’s GDP rose from 
5-7percentin 1 984 to 6.6 per cent 
in 1987 and 7.5 per cent in 1988), 
thecontribution of agriculture to 
‘ economic activities in the other 
Gulf countries has' been very low, 
around 3.5 per cent in Oman and 
less than 1.5 per cent elsewhere. 
Evenin Saudi Arabia, thegrowth 
of the agricultural sector -was 


Another indicator of growth 
in the industrial sector activities 
in Saudi Arabia is based on 
surveys conducted during the 
past four years by the Kingdom's 
International Information & 
Trading Services Company. The 
survey analyses the total sales of 
the top 100 Saudi companies by 
various economic sectors. 

The increase in sales of man , 
ufacturing enterprises in 1988 
was 31.72 per emit higher than 
the year before compared to an 
increase of 98.4 per cent in 1987 
and 7.4 per cent in 1986. The 
manufacturing sector recorded 
the second highest increase in 
1988 following the 71 per cent 
increase in total sales of compan- 
ies operating in the trading sec- 
tor. The strong performance of 
the trading sector is attributed to 
the fact that several new compan- 
ies have reached the top 100 in 
1988. 


profitable. 

Import substitution industries 
in the consumer products field. 
This includes the production of 
processed foodstuffs and general 
light consumer related industries 
for which a sizeable market 
already exists in the region. 

The easiest way to seek oppor- 
tunities here is to look at the 
leading brands in the market and 
then see if these can be produced 
locally. Once the established 
brands start being manufactured 
locally it will immediately enjoy a 
secure market. 

The manufacture of these 
products would also create 
demand for a whole range of 
other related products and 
materials. 


The significant decrease of 50 
per cent in contracting in 1988 is 
due primarily to the completion 
of major infrastructural projects 
in the Kingdom. The increase in 
thefinance sector by 12.4 per cent 
and in services by 25 per cent 
confirm the upward trend in the 
market activities in these sectors. 
The other sectors do not 
contribute to a significant per- 
centage in the overall picture of 
the top 100 market and have been 
more or less static. It must be 
emphasised however, that the 
foregoing is only an evaluation of 
the progress and performance 
made by the top 100 companies 
and is not a reflection of the 
Saudi economy as a whole. 

There is still ample scope for 
the development of new indus- 


The synthetic and assembling 
industries that depend on the 
preceding industries, or are 
characterized with the presence 
of large markets for their 
products in the Gulf area in par- 
ticular and in the Arab region in 
general. 

Examples of these industries 
mclude the manufacturing and 
assembling of certain types of 
consumer durables (e.g. air con- 
ditioning), and industrial 
requirements that serve other 
sectors such as the oil industry, 
agriculture, light industries, 
desalination, metal construc- 
tions, electric inter-connection 
projects and medical products. 

The industries that serve the 
national and regional defence 
and security sectors. 
Requirements in these two sec- 
torsare large and regenerating. 
Dozens of industrial projects can 
be identified that serve thissector 
and hence minimize dependence 
on other countries for obtaining 
all the manufactured 
requirements. 

The industries that serve the 


trial ventures in the GCC region P* 1 sector - Oil is absolutely the 


that enjoy a comparative advan- 
tage at the present time or in the 
foreseeable future. In the several 
studies earned out in the last few 
years by the Gulf Organization 
for Industrial Consulting, Gulf 
Investment Co-opera tiem, and 
various government funds and 
industrial banks one has come 
across very few sectors where 
industrial output was capable of 
supplying the bulk of the local 
market 


largest industry in the region and 
its needs and requirements are 
numerous during the different 
stages of oil production (explora- 
tion, extraction, transportation 
and refining). 

Since the 1950s, the oil indus- 
try has been contributing to ihe 
development of a large 
associated business sector, and 
many industrial projects could 
emerge to serve tin's industry. 

(To be contfouad) 
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BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 
ONE FOR THE DEVIL 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 

NORTH 
4 K J 6 3 
*7 Q932 
0 AQ 
* 10 8 7 

WEST EAST 

* 5 2 * Q 10 7 

9 75 S? J 10 6 4 

OK 10 9 8 7 6 5$ J432 


* Q 5 


*36 
SOUTH 
* A9 S4 
V A K 8 
0 Void 


7^,<;- *• . ^ ->-• <v' ' ; 





ACROSS 
1 Chum 

4 Mel Torrne, the 
Ve/vet — 

7 “Giant" 
ranch 

12 “A Chorus 
Line” tune 

13 Cat's comment 

14 Wine or root 

15 Bogart flick 
of 1945 

17 Each 

18 Shows up 

19 Safety devices 

21 Meat order 

22 European 
polecat 

23 Sari wearer 
25 Clergyman, 

for short 

28 Sheepish 
complaint 

29 See 21 Across 
32 Actress Lupino ' 
34 ■'— Got 

Nobody" 

36 vary safe 

40 Shoe material 

41 Summer 
acquisition 

42 Morning 
moistures 

43 Literary 
monogram 

44 Beanie or 
Burrows 

47 Emulate a s teno 
49 Meager 
51 “ — that will five 
in Infamy": FDR 
55 Door opener 

58 Insight 

59 Punish, in 
Darmstadt 

60 City near 
Buffalo 

32- Photographer's: 

. . gadget , 

63 Boola^booHL ' ■' ■ 
boys - - 

64 Red letters? 


65 More like 
Solomon 

66 A Barber 

67 Mystery writer 
Josephine 
DOWN 

1 Jabs 

2 Concerning 

3 Philippine 
island 

4 Sables 

5 Part of OAS 

6 Feel for 

7 Give bail for 
Law 

6 Part of 
43 Across 

9 Guinness 

10 Bulletin board 
item 

11 Bellicose god 

13 Eskimo 
garment 

14 Framework 

16 Erudite 

20 Airline abbr. 

22 Rover's 
friend 

24 Zero 

26 Two-wheeler 

27 Over again 

28 Lully opera 


29 "— for Life": 
1956 Aim 

30 Burden 

31 French 
brainstorm 

33 Play part 

35 Made sense 

37 the Sky": 
1956 film 

38 K-K-K girl 

39 "Have you — 
wool?" 

45 Alaska lead-in 

46 Compass point 

46 Gets ready to 

travel 

49 Sea or land 
follower 

50 Author Anne 

52 ‘‘It’s — Unusual 
Day": 1948 
song 

53 Succinct 

54 Gateway 

55 WWII 
landing 
craft 

56 Black, to 
Calpumia 

57 Math, branch 

58 Kind of test 

61 Violinist Bull 


* A K 9 4 3 2 
The bidding: 

West 

North 

East 

South 

3 0 

Pass 

Pass 

Dbl 

Pass 

4 0 

Pass 

5 * 

Pass 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Five of * 

With this first column of the New 
Year, we would like to wish all our 
readers health and happiness. How- 
ever, that is not what West had on 
his min d when defending this hand 
from the recent Fall North Ameri- 
can Championships. 

If you think that West's hand is 
rather feeble for a vulnerable pre- 


empt, we assure you that you are 
not alone. However, many touma- 
ment bridge aficionados believe it is 
more blessed to interfere with the 
opponents’ auction than to worry 
about constructive bidding of their 
own; hence West’s action. When 
North cue-bid in response to 
South's takeout double. South 
elected to jump in his weaker suit 
since North rated to have four cards 
in each major for his cue-bid. The 
final contract of six spades was 
excellent.' 

Left to his own devices, declarer 
would certainly have romped home, 
since the only way to play the club 
suit is to cash the ace and king, with 
gratifying results. Declarer's only 
loser would have been a trump. 

When Michael Cappelleui of 
Washington, D.C., held the West 
cards, be opted for the devilish lead 
of the five of clubs. Declarer cap- 
tured East's jack with the king and 
not unnaturally presumed West had 
led a singleton club. After cashing 
the ace of trumps and taking a los- 
ing finesse, declarer won the heart 
return and drew the last trump end- 
ing in dummy. He then ran the ten 
of clubs — down one. 




ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 


amnn nnranici rannn 
rnnncn nnnciH nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nanra 
omnnno 000000013 
onus 0000 
□□□011000 000000 
□□□□0 nna00 onm 

00DO C30O00 ooon 

000 □□□□0 nonmc] 
□a000o 00000000 
□000 0000 

[30000000 Q00000 
□□□□ 00000 OO00 
□□□0 0O0O0 0000 

nnnm 00000 0000 



"We offer the most limited warranty in 

Town." 
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/Aries 

Mwcfc 21 - *pcfl 2B 


Not everything will be quite to 
your liking hot you will be able to 
make the most of those things that 
are. Do not give up learning 
because it is proving rather more 
difficult than yon expected — per- 
severe. Have a good laugh at your- 
self. Be bold bat circumspect. 


1 Cancer 

JwZI.Mh 


You will have to take the rough 
with the smooth and you should 
not make too much fuss about it. 
Make sure you do not neglect your 
health. Show your partner your 
love and affection. Be moderate. 



Libra 

SeJH 2) - (M 22 


You should not allow your emo- 
tions to get out of hand but nor 
should you bottle them op. You 
should not concentrate only on 
what is interesting hot also on what 
has to be done. A friend will 
appreciate your help and sym- 
pathy. Be reliable. 


I Capricorn 

Die 21 - Jan 19 


Show a little more interest in 
what interests others. However, do 
not allow yourself to be led astray. 
Make sure you eat moderately 
before you end up with a weight 
problem. Be attentive. 



Never mind if you are not the 
first to finish — if yon have done 
your best you can be satisfied. 
Avoid extravagance but equally 
avoid meanness. Your lucky num- 
bers are 15 and 37. You have a lot to 
do so try to make the best use of the 
time available. Be sincere. 


Gemini 

Uv2I-Jb 


You will be tempted to delay 
paying your bills: do not suocumb. 
Avoid eating too many sweet or 
savoury foods. Take just a little 
more exercise. Be considerate. 


Something yon have not done 
for a long time will again become 
possible. Do not take too much for 
granted. Avoid showing off and do 
not take the credit for what you 
have not done. Be carefuL 


Do not expect to beloved for 
yourself alone. If you do you may 
weD np alone. You should keep 
your wits very much about you, 
and watch out for those who wish 
to deceive you. Be consistent. 


Make sure you are not late for an 
appointment. Avoid behaving as 
though most others were beneath 
your dignity. And do not take too 
much for granted. Be more meth- 
odical. 




You should not use force where 
persuasion, has not succeeded. 
There is a likelihood towards 
unjustified jealousy, resist iL You 
have no rime to waste or energy to 
spare. Be sensible. 


You should avoid the tempta- 
tion to do something you know well 
you should not do. A small infec- 
tion like a cold should not be 
neglected- Do not try to have every- 
thing your own way. If you do you 
will not succeed. Be moderate. 


Do not get angry if a problem 
defies you: just try again calmly. 
‘ Try to look on the positive side and 
think more about what you have 
than about what you have not Do 
not postpone what should be done 
now. Be tactful. 



"I said, 'Merry Christmas, Your 
Lordship. You can't take it with you/ 


"He just had a. tooth 
pulled by hypnosis." 














English as medium of instruction ignites Dutch fears inforeform sparked 


THE HAGUE, (Reuter): Two months after taking 
office, Dutch Education Minister Jo Ritzen has 
ignited national passions by urging Dutch univer- 
sities to switch to English as the main language of 
instruction. 

The idea has roused the usually placid Dutch to a 
rare display of injured patriotic pride, underscoring 
growing fears that European Economic Commun- 
ity integration in 1992 will bring the death of 
national culture in tiny Netherlands. 

“Ritzen kills Dutch language." wrote Trouw 
newspaper, putting the headline in English to drive 
the point home. 

One columnist derided Ritzen as a “Euro-yup- 
pie" who would be unceremoniously booted from 
his post for his suggestion in a more culturally proud 
country like France. 

The controversy over English comes on the heels 


of another cultural debate sparked by Ritzen. He 
has contended that the Dutch and their traditional 
culture will soon be overrun due to a stream of 
immigrants from developing nations. 

Although his remarks were meant to stress that 
the Netherlands must be prepared for a more 
heterogeneous future, critics have accused him of 
needlessly fuelling Dutch fears of cultural extinc- 
tion.. 

Many intellectuals are already worried that EEC 
social harmonisation will force the Netherlands to 
end a generous government grant symstem to Dutch 
artists and oblige them to compete with other EEC 
citizens for the funds. 

“One can easily get the feeling that the dike of 
culture in our fatherland is about to be burst without 
any Hans Brinker to stop the flow by putting his 
finger in the hole." wrote Volkskrant columnist 


Willem Kuipers. 

It is the debate over English that has most touched 
a raw nerve among the Dutch. 

“The reason that the reaction to Ritzen's fairly 
rational suggestion has been so emotional is that the 
Dutch feel their culture is already under threat,” 
Leiden University sociologist God fried Engberson 
told Reuters. 

Most Dutch universities flatly rejected Ritzen's 
suggestion thai teaching in English would bring an 
influx of European Economic Community students 
to the Netherlands and parliamentarians scrambled 
to demand he explain his idea. 

“It would behead the Dutch language,” said Aad 
Nuis of the centre-left D’66 Party who has led the 
anti-English reaction in Parliament 

“Our neighbours already think that Dutch is 
worthless gibberish, a language in which nothing 


can be beautifully said- If Dutch is not spoken on an 
academic level, this would only be confirmed," 
added Nuis, a well-known literary critic. 

Actually, two Dutch universities — the elite 
privately-run Netherlands School of Business in 
Nijenrode and the Agricultural University of 
Wageningen — are already switching to English and 
most other major Dutch universities have some 
programmes in English for foreigners. 

Moreover, most Dutch speak English well and 
many know at least one other foreign language. 

Academics have been quick to admit that know- 
ing English is crucial to participating in an inter- 
national intellectual community and some have 
urged graduate students be examined for their 
fluency. But almost all reject Ritzen’s idea. 

“Foreign students usually come here for a few 
months, as pan of an exchange programme. 


Business made 
better by fax | 


New belly-dancing star 


Fill bares nothing 


CAIRO, (Reuter): Fifi Abdou is a star of a new style 
of belly-dancing in Egypt — perhaps best described 
as post-fundamentalist. 

With not even a glimpse of an uncovered belly, she 
woos newly-weds on to the stage, kisses girlfriends in 
the audience and plays up the image of a young 
peasant women. 

One of Cairo's top belly dancers, she has learnt to 
accommodate the challenge from Muslim fun- 
damentalists, who are almost as bitterly opposed to 
music and dancing as they are to women appearing 
skimpily-dressed in public. 

At her show in an international hotel the re a re few 
traces left of the cliches which sometimes make 
belly-dancing a motif for the seedier side of the 
Middle EasL 

Now the singing is as important as the dancing. 
And even (he belly fails to move sometimes as sbe 
performs what Westerners call bell-dan dug because 
of the rhythmic movement of hips and waist. Arabs 
refer to it simply as oriental dance. 

For some, it is a traditional and serious art form 
and for others a spontaneous celebration of life, 
properly performed in private among family and 
friends at birthdays or weddings. 

Egyptians say Islamic militants have either 
receded as a threat or at least changed tactics after 
discovering the unpopularity of trying to stop peo- 
ple singing and dancing. 

But their influence, which a few years ago forced 
belly dancing off Egyptian television screens, has 
lingered on to produce a more demure style: 

"There is no doubt belly dancers would have been 
affected by the atmosphere of intimidation, even if it 
was not directed at them.” said Egyptian syndicated 
columnist Ahmed Beha’eddm. 

Belly-dancing, once common in backstreet coffee 
shops, was dealt its first blow by former president 
GamaJ Abdel Nasser. Seeing dancers as a symbol of 
the decadent monarchy he had just overthrown, 
Nasser ordered them to be decently dressed. 

Then came a new challenge from Islamic 
militants, who attacked theatres and cinemas in the 
1980s and encouraged women's fashion away frot- 


mini-skirts and into veils. 

Scenes ofbeiiy dancers were cut from films shown 
on televsion and are only just beginning to reappear 
— with the dancers wearing more decent dresses. 

Nowadays, few dare to go too far inplayingup the 
erotic side of their dancing. National newspapers 
said last month one dancer was charged by potice for 
failing to wear proper dress. 

The fundamentalist scare seems on the surface to 
have passed Abdou by. “[ never felt in danger here. 
Eveiy wedding, every festivity needs a belly dancer,” 
sbe said in an interview. 

But she has nevertheless cultivated a style where 
her dancing is more innocent entertainment and, she 
says, art 

“I had an artistic feeling when I was young, but I 
didn’t know what it was," she said. 

At the interview in her luxury apartment, Abdou 
gave every impression of a businesswoman — deal- 
ing with endless telephone calls and authoritatively 
issuing commands. 

She appeared without make-up and in jeans, 
showing off her young daughter. 

Abdou, who gives her age as 32, made her first 
concession to Egypt's sensible ties by changing her 
name to Fifi from Atiyat, “so mama wouldn't 
recognise me.” 

She started as a model at the age of 14 and later 
danced in groups. Now she dances at weddings, 
works in films and tours nightclubs in international 
hotels. 

At 2:30 in the morning, she strolls into her chang- 
ing room in a short black skirt, her rollers demurely 
covered by a headscarf. She has already performed 
for two hours elsewhere. 

Blacked by a 20-piece band, she starts with a 
traditional belly-dance wearing a green sequined 
strapless dress with only a thin panel of cloth across 
the midriff. But out of five dress changes in a two- 
hour show, this is the most daring. 

Newly-wed couples look on. a slight look of 
annoyance flickering across one girl’s face as her 
husband gives all his attention to the dancer. 



Lebanon still alive 

Lebanese entertainer Madona steps ever an celebration at a night club in West BeiruL (Reuter 
incense burner as she danced In a New Year’s Eve - wirephoto) 


TOKYO, (Reuter): Once used 
mainly to transmit weathermaps 
and news, facsimile n y>eh?na^ are 
now making business better and 
fast food even faster. 

Fax technology has improved 
in the past 10 years to the point 
that images can be sent over a 
standard telephone tine in about 
20 seconds to any of the world's 
10 million machines. 

Facsimiles have become a 
standard tool for business com- 
munications. And now with 
prices below $1,000 the fax is 
increasingly the tool of political 
activists and artists, or people 
too impatient to wait even for 
fast food. 

Japan leads die world m fac- 
simile use and m anufa c ture. 

Faxes are particularly conven- 
ient for the Japanese because 
their l anguag e uses thousands of 
characters. Hand-written com- 
munications are common, even 
in business, because typing is so 
difficult, making telexes ill- 
suited to communications. 

Japan’s giant electronics com- 
panies have helped develop tech- 
nologies and standards that 
make faxes a quick, simple and 
reliable medium. 

Like so many other tech- 
nologies dominated by Japan, 
the original invention was made 
elsewhere. Alexander Bain, a 
Scotsman, built the first device to 
send images electronically in 
1842 — 34 years before the tele- 
phone was invented. 

Japanese companies, led by 
Matsushita Graphic Commun- 
ication, Ricoh. Canon and NEC 
Su PP]y about 95 per cent of 
the world s fax machines, accor- 
ding to the Communications 
Industry Association of Japan. 

In Japan, where about 40 per 
ant of them are installed, it has 
become difficult to do business 
Without one. Some 97 per cent of 
the firms with 100 or more 
employees have faxes. 

Some taxis in Osaka, western 
Japan are equipped with Taxes, 
and there are about 35,000 public 
fax booths in hotels and tele- 
phone offices. 

Noodle shops, pizza parlours, 
and even radio stations take 
orders via fax. 

“People send illustrations of 
themselves or Christmas images. 


or copies of their business cards. ! 
They want to make strong) 
appeal,” said a spokeswoman for , 
radio station FM-Japan. j 
Fax use is growing most( 
rapidly outside Japan, especially • 
in the United States and Western . 
Europe, and US companies are; 
taking the lead in new tecb- : 
oologies to link faxes with com- 
puters and other equipment. 

Dataquest, a market research , 
firm, estimates that 1.4 million 
faxes have been installed in the , 
United States by the end of last j 
year, a figure that is seen rising to' 
3.2 million by 1993. 

McDonald's, the American' 
fast-food chain, has installed fax ; 
m a c h in es in some outlets near 
Wail Street in New York so busy j 
traders can save time by ordering 
food by fax. . , 

Industry sources estimate 
Japan will ship 1.2 million fax 
machines to the European Econ- ! 
omic Community this year, more 
than double last year's level 
British-born artist David 
Hockney used a fax machine to 
transmit 144 sections of a giant 1 
picture across the Atlantic to a 
gallery outside Bradford in nor- 
thern England. 

The transmission took place 
before an audience of hundreds, 
all invited by fax. 

. The fax revolution has reached 
the Soviet Union to the extent 
that Radio Moscow issues a daily ; 
fax bulletin with the latest news 
and a roundup of other stories. , 
Political activists, mainly the 1 
popular front movements cam-; 
palming for greater autonomy in . 
the Baltic republics, Georgia and 1 ' 
elsewhere, use faxes routinely. 

Fax machines have prolifer-; 
ated in China where they were! 
used during June's pro-’; 
democracy demonstrations as a- 
conduit for news sent from over-: 


Last month Beijing tightened 
security on fax machines to coun- 
ter a campaign by the Federation 
for Democracy in China, a Paris- 
based exiled, opposition group 
which tried to flood the country 
with anti-government propa- 
ganda. 

“If counter-revolutionary 
materials are received they must 
be seal'd immediately and han^ 
ded over lathe police," a govern- 
ment order said. 
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Theyoung prince 


Toy train sum 


Word search 


By Jntie Hodgson 

ONCE upon a time, there 
lived a young prince. He 
lived in a big castle on top 
of a hill, there were 
beautiful meadows sur- 
rounding the castle, and 
everyone was happy in the 
kingdom. 

One dark and stormy 
night, the young prince, 
after bidding goodnight to 
the king and queen, went 
to his bed chamber. The 
windows on the south wing 
of the castle were han g in gs 
so the prince went to shut 
them. Just as he was about 
to shut the shutters, a 
strange bird flew in. He 
had never seen such a 
beautiful bird before, the 
bird looked very sick, and 
the young prince being a 
nature lover, decided to 
take the bird to his rooms, 
and see if he could help the 
poor thing. 

He ordered some warm 
milk from one of his 
servants and some soft 
bread. He lay the tiny tod 
on a soft silk pillow, the 
bird looked in me prince's 


eyes, as if to say thank you. 
The servant came in with 
the milk and soft bread, 
and the young prince tried 
to feed it. 

When the bird had fallen 
asleep, the young prince 
looked at die beautiful 
bird, he was amazed at 13 
colours, it bad a yellow, 
gold head, bright blue 
wings, and an apricot 
coloured breast Before the 
young prince went to sleep, 
he kissed the tiny bird on 
it’s head, then settled him- 
self down. 

For three long days the 
prince cared for the tiny 
bird, on the fourth day, he 
thought it was time to let 
the bird fly to its own kind. 
He placed the bird on the 
ledge, to let it fly, but the 
bird would not fly away, it 
just stood there staring at 
him. He thought he saw a 
tear trickle down its face. 
The prince went to wipe the 
teardrop from the bird's 
face, as soon he did that, 
she changed into a 
beautiful lady , her hair was 
golden, and she wore an 
apricot and bright blue 


gown. Just like when she 
was a bird, the young 
prince fell instantly in love 
with her. 

The beautiful young 
lady had told him that the 
wicked wizard of Warble, 
had wanted to many her, 
but upon her refusal, he 
turned her into a bird, and 
only when someone felt 
sorry enough for a bird, to 
wipe away its tears, would 
the spell be broken. The 
wizard said no one knew 
birds had tears, so she 
would stay as a bird 
forever. 

The prince asked for her 
hand m marriage, an< i she 
accepted straight away. 
They were married the very 
next week, the celebrations 
went on for a long time 
after. The new princess 
never again saw the 
wizard, but she heard that 
he was so enraged by his 
spell being broken, and 
that she married another, 
he flew into a rage and cra- 
shed into a big jgLacier, and 
was frozen forever, in 
time... 


MOUNTAINS 


Here’s a puzzle (Juu u>Ut peak your Interest. IL's about mountains the world 
«oer, and there an 44 for you to March ouL Happy dUnblngl 

MR CASCADE IRON RICHARDSON URAL 

ALLEGHENY CATSKtLL LAVA ROCKY WHITE 

ALP CHEAT LOOK out RUSHMORE WIND 
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Questions you’d like to ask 


Dear Junior readers, 

HAPPY New Year. The eighties have ended and 
ws have entered a new, fresh decade. Sadly, the 
year 1989 seemed to be foil of rwting and death, 
especially as the year came to a close. 

Let us hope that 1990 and Ihe years to follow 
are somewhat stable and disputes are cleared 
peacefully. Let us pray that scientists find Ihe 
cure to diseases which cause so many deaths; 
particularly those of the past decade. 

Let us try our best to help the unfortunate 
children of the world whoare homeless, cold and 
hungry. There are so many suffering. Some are 
caught In poverty, they go to sleep with hunger 



pangs every night and spend their days roaming 
aimlessly, looking for food. These are the luckier 
of Ihe lot. Others are orphaned and living the 
trauma of losing the closest people to them, the 
people who provided them with the security, 
warmth arte kwe essential to being. The worst off 
are those who have been permanently scarred by 
Ihe evils of war.. .scarred by something they had 
no hand in and probably foil to understand what 
It Is all about. 

With a little effort we may be able to draw a 
smile on their faces and shew them that the 
world is not as cruel and ruthless as they may 
Ihink. 
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First and last 

IF we want to describe someone or something as fake, insincere 
or cheap; we often use the word ‘pinchbeck’. This word origin- 
ated from Christopher Pinchbeck, a jeweller who specialized in 
making his own imitation gold and called it ‘pinchbeck’. 

The first underground car park built in Britain was opened in 
1931 in Hastings. 

The last tune that the notorious Paris prison the Bastille, held 
any prisoners was on 14th of July, 1789 — the day when it was 
stormed at the beginning of the French Revolution. Not that 
there was a sudden mass of criminals escaping on the streets of 
Paris, because there were only seven captives inside at the time. 

In 1912 the pilot of a biplane became the first to fly under all of 
the bridges across the River Thames! 
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to find a substitute for butter. 
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Who do you think is going somewhere hot? 

- and : 

What is the weather like 

where Cruncher is going? 

What is the weather like where the others 
are going? 



According to Archbishop Ussher, who lived in the seventeenth 
century, God created the world at 9.00 am on Sunday 23 
October, 4004 BC. 

The first human heart transplant operation was performed in 
Cape Town, South Africa, on 3rd of December, 1 967. 

The first time that the number of motor vehicles in Britain passed 
the one million mark was in 1923. Today there are over 19 
million vehicles. 

The first man in space to be brought safely back to earth was the 
Russian Yuri Gagarin who achieved this feat in April, 1961 . He 
was tragically killed in an air crash in 1 968. 

The saying ‘The nearer the bone, the sweeter the meat’ was first 
recorded in a ballad written in 1559. 

Stainless steel was first used in 1912. It was invented by Harry 
Bearsley. 

The last time that ‘press-gangs’ were used to force men into 
joining the Royal Navy was about 1 850. Men would sometimes 
be knocked out on shore, and when they came to, they would be 
on board ship, even sailing out to sea! 



Is your birthday to come soon? 

Are you a regular reader of fhe Junior Times? 

Well, nowisthechancetoletyourfriendsknowthatit 
is your birthday! 

Or maybe you would like to surprise your best friend, 
brother or sister by putting their picture in for them. 
The details we need are: 


Name: 

Date of birth: 


School: 


Hobbies: 

Telephone: 

(confidential) 


Your 

favourite 

most 

recent 

picture 

(4x6) 


Send to; 


Junior Times 
P.0. Box 2270 
13023,Safat, 

Kuwait 

To avoid belated gr««t- 
lags please send 
within a w eek b ef ore 
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All Baba Center 

Hurto/snw collection of 
designer sahwar suits and 
chardya chofls. Eocti design 
four sets only. Also avaHabte 
Slyaram pants and shirty 
Imflansarees argentine 
quaKty and UrtT shbts 
and Jeans. 

Soak Al Mitya, near 
Sheraton Hotel, Shop No. 
96-97, Teta. 2435734. 





URGENTLY 

for contracting 
company 

(wUfc a transferable 
residence). Please contact 
on Telephone Nos. 
2405235/8/7 (Afla Rsoaf) 
between 7 an and 5 pm 



missing:: 

I should 
have called 
Alghanixn... 

No one does it better. 
The biggest IAT A 
Freight agent in Kuwait 


Customer Services TeL 

4745533 


Sea ■ Freight- Air 

Packing 


PahahMl 3823406/8 - Sham M0M7B/3 
Mmnab 6412988/8410681 



ACCOMMODATION 

Available 

HAWALLl. Musanna Street 2 
bedrooms with electricity and 
water for families only. Rent 
KD65. Tele. Mr Akram. 2562891. 

(AT2-50883-3) 

Wanted 

FLAT or villa required for French 
engineer, to share tele. Jean 
3920591 after 7pm. 

CAT4-50886-3) 

For Rent 

SALWA. great mufhaq. suits 
economy minded European sin- 
gle. couple. 3 rooms and cour- 
tyard, pool and basement park- 
ing. Good landlord - tenants - 
location. Tele. Ray 2521546/7. 
from 1-4 pm. 

CAT4-50509-3) 
SHAAB, Istiqlal Street near the 
sea-side. 2 bedrooms. 2 toilets, 
large saloon, and kitchen in a 
deluxe building in nice area Rent 
KD280 with water. Tele. 9021406. 

CAT4-50894-3) 
RUMAJTHIYA on the main road, 
3-storey CAC villa with 
basement, 15 rooms, 3 kitchens, 
large hall and mulhaq. Suitable for 
a company. Tele. 5324848. 
(AT4-50874-3) 

FOR SALE 

Miscellaneous 

EXCLUSIVE shalwar suits of 
latest design for ladies are availa- 
ble in limited number for 
immediate sale. Tele. 5619071. 

CAT2-50878-3) 
IKEA sitting room. 2-seater X 2 
pieces and single sea ter X i 
KD180. coffee table KD25. Dou- 
ble bed KD60. Tele, Ray 2521 5467 
7,from4-6pm. 

CAT4-50891-3) 


USED American furniture, 
appliances and office equipment 
in excellent condition for sale. For 
details Tele. 2424151 ext 249 or 
219. 

CAT2-508 13-33 

Computers 

ICL PC-2 multi user, multi-tasking. 
10MB fixed disk, 760KB floppy 
IMB Ram. bilingual monitor. 
KD350. Tele. team. 2427403. from 
8am - 4pm. -Tele. 5712568 after 
4pm. 

(AT2-5Q876-2) 

Cars 

TOYOTA Corona XL 1 987, white, 
fully automatic 39,000 kms. in 
excellent condition. KD1 750. 
Tele. 9020287. 

(AT4-50890-3) 

NISSAN Stanza 1984, grey, 
automatic, with AC and hatch- 
back. insured upto August 1990, 
70,000 kms in good condition. 
KD750 cash or by instalments. 
Tele 5653952 

CAT1-50896-3) 

OLDSMOBILE Delta. 1986. folly 
automatic. 48.000 kms, In 
excellent condition, KD2.300. 
Tele. Mr Fadel. 9023725, 5734788 
res. 

(AT3-50823-® 

NISSAN Liberia 1984. white, 
insured upto Oct 90 with 4 new 
tyres. Engine and gear box recen- 
tly overhauled. KD600 (fixed). 
Tele. 3902063. after 4.30 pm. 

(AT5-50851-3) 

TOYOTA Royal Saloon, Daiwo 
1988. folly automatic, interior and 
exterior grey-Unted class, electric 
mirrors. 4 cylinders. 2000 cc 120 
HP in very good condition. 
XD2.900. KD2814 by instalments 
KD400 for the owner. Tele. 
Mohammad, 4573941, 10am - 10 
pm. 

(AT4-50893-2) 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas, 

flats, complete 
buildings, offices in 
all areas in Kuwait 
with or without 
swimming pool 


Qatar Real Estate 
Tele. 2406592. 
2406593 


- I. 


BurgonTcod 

24 hours ssrvlos 

For calls inside and 
outside Kuwait 
Kuwait: Tel. 2416500- 
2415500 

Kheitan: Tel. 4736014- 
4714011-4760033 
Salmiya:Tel. 
5750042/3- 
5750041 




Part-time 

Consultants 

Draftsmen 

in garden design 
landscaping. 

Apply to 

P.O. Box: 1367 Safat, 
13014 Safat Kuwait 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014, 2400015 

Fanwniya brunch 

. Tel. 4745000, 


AV-Naoeeb & Khattar 

IB A KAMI KAPAG 
CARGO ANG 
P/NAG - USAPAN 
DOOR TO DOOR 
PHILIPPINES 

484-6009 






New in 
town ? 


Al-Naqeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I. 

Airfreight your personal effects 

DOOR TO DOOR 

<§> 484-6009 


Check the classified 
pages of the 
Arab Times 


for used cars, boats, 
furniture and 
electronics. 

The bargains will 
amaze you. 


** ***************** 



ADVERTISE 
IN THE 

. ARAB TIMES . 
V FOR / 
BETTER 
\ RESULTS / 
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★ ★ OPPORTUNITIES ★ ★- 

ABDUUkZIZ AHMED AL ISSA EST. 

(FAX Machines — FAX Rolls — 
auto dialers — electronics) 
URGENTLY REQUIRES 

• SALES EXECUTIVES: 

(FOUR) — MALE OR FEMALE 

must have five years’ experience in 
marketing of office automation 
products. Must possess Kuwaiti driving 
licence & own car. 

Salary + commission may range from 
KD 250 to 400 per month depending 
upon performance. 

Please contact for interview 
Tel: 2401947/2405160 
Timings: 8:00- 1300 Hrs& 1600- 2000 Hre. 


* 

* 

4* 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4, 

4l 

4 

4 


********* * * ** 


PORSCHE 944 1983 red. folly 
automatic, maintained by agent in 
good condition. Tele. 5749248. 
CAT2-50882-3) 

SITUATIONS 

Vacant 

UPRIGHT piano, standard type, 
second-hand but in good condi- 
tion. Tele. Tony 2422991 from 
9am -2pm. 

CAT4-50 897-4) 

SERVICES 

Transport 

AVAILABLE at any time from 
morning to 3pm. Tele. 5625811. 
5625769 (Bonny Kumar), after 
4pm. 

(ATI-50872-3) 

REQUIRED from Kuwait city 
(HcAel MeridierO to reach Sabhan 
(Pepsi Cola) at 7am and return 
3pm. Tele. 4719023 from 8am - 12 
noon and 4 -6 pm. 

(AT2-DR-HU-3) 

LOST 

PASSPORT No C386358 in the 
name of Mr imtiaz Ahmed. Pakis- 
tani. Finder please. Tele 9037737. 
CAT2-5Q 879-33 

WANTED 

I AM looking for a European 
mother, preferably with children 
of her own to take care of my 2J5- 
year-old boy in the afternoons 
from 1230 - 6pm. Tele. Anne. 
4331376. 

(AT4-50892-3) 


CLASSIFIEDS COUPON 

2 insertions KD 4. Three insertions KD5 

Conditions: 

1. Advertisements may be mailed in only on this coupon, or 
preferably, completed at tbe Arab Times office between 8.30 ajn. 
— I p-m. and 430 — 6 p.m. 

2. To complete tbe coupon, follow tbe sequence of tbe informa- 
tion given in above printed advertisements, for desired section 
trading. AD advertisements will be printed according to Arab 
Tones format and are subject to editing. 

3. Advertisements most not exceed 25 words including name 
and telephone number. 

4. Text most be typed or dearly printed. No alterations or 
omcsUatfooswiD be made after piUteatioo. 

5. Advertisements of personal nature involving business tran- 
sactions will not be accepted, nor any matrimonial advert- 
isements. 

6. Tbe Arab Times is not responsible for postal delays. 


Section heading 


Sender's Name 
Address 


Telephone 


Coupons and payment must be mailed to: 
ARAB TIMES CLASSIFIEDS 
P.O. BOX: 2270 
13023 SAFAT KUWAIT. 



STTaTiTi 


builders 


Flats In Sion, Bombay, 
for sale 

Temple HDI Deluxe 
Complex 

Booking opens for spacious 
1-2 bedrooms flats for sale 
near Sion Circle main road. 
For morn dotaBs, call Kuwait 
5720848 


BOODAJ 

CARGO 

International Freight 
Forwarder 

★ World-wide door to door 
service 

★ Customs Clearance 

★ Packing-Forwarding 

★ Aii - Sea - Trucking 

Tel 4837650 J 


FOR RENT 


Tel: 2401808 -2407877 
2451489 - 2451478 . 
FAX 2403280 

The All Real Estate 
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Businessmen 

having contact in India 
and wishing to do 
business with their 
source can contact us 
on 

TeL 2405899, 10 an- &30 
pm, A. Rauf orMahmood 


f VACANCIES 

[l. Female having knowledge of 
computer Award 
processing. 

2. Sales lady for commodities. 

3- Salesman for computer & 
accessories. 

4. Computer Tectmfckm 

Seed C.V. to: Personnel Dept., 
P.O. Box 32478. 

MW8. AIBumaBNyo , 


The Managing Partner 
of a 

small company needs a 




ASSISTANT 

The basic requirements 
are:- 

Age group 20 -30 years. 
Above-average intelligence. 
Fluency in English languge. 
Accuracy In dealing with 
acco u nt s and stores figures. 
Ability to operate computer. 
Kuwait driving licence. 
Transferable residence 

jRMPKusiliJw ii /jut t iiuj iilIi i v 

Salary around KDJ220/- 
Pkase send personal details 
mth photo, address and 
tele ph o n e aamber to; 
Managing Partner 
P.O. Box: 8422 
Cotie 32039 Hawaii! 

AH repfies will be acknowledged 
sod treated confidentially. . 


PWiVISHAL 
U ii IMUSICAL GROUP 

Conducting their 2nd show of Hindi songs and fast, 
dances on 5th Jan 1990 at Indian Arts Circle, 

Funaitees at 6.00 pm. .. . , 

Lucky draw and free tea wilt be served by Llpton s. 

Gala passes imwilbU.it 

Refs Store*. 241 2970 

Khafeefla Vide®, 2401890, Yfcy Video. <315771 
Bahar Video, 5S1 5730, Juana Video (Abbaalya) 

Sha&aml Video, 4317290 
Rhyfttn Cassette Shop (Souk Al Wetantye) 

Saleem, 2434S33 (Souk Al Muttehkta) 


REQUIRED 

A leading company operating in computer 
field requires 

Sales Representatives 

with attractive commission 
Must own a car and hold a valid Kuwaiti driving 
licence. Should be experienced in the same field. 
Call Tel. 2408069 


• Bagahe Ninyo 

a y 

Pararatingin Ko. 




***** 

' • Sa Maikling 

Panahon lamang, 


• toy Kompleto 


t 4Q& Makakamtan 

i • Pagkat kami 
® ay TOCO na 
■ BIHASA sa mga 
a KARGO. ** 

S TEL- 2421428 - 2421427 - 24081 60 - 2405916 
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win over 


Magic 


NEW YORK, Jan 1,(AP): Trent 
Tucker scored 13 of his season* 
high 21 points in the fourth quar- 
ter as the New York Knicks 
established their longest winning 
streak in 17 years with a victory 
over the Orlando Magic Satur- 
day. 

The Knkks rallied from three 
four-point deficits in the final 12 
minutes to remain the only 
National Basketball Association 
team that is unbeaten at home 
this season. They are 12-0 at 
Madison Square Garden after 


their ninth straight victory, mat- 
' s Lakers for 


ching the Los Angeles 
the longest winning streak of the 
season. 

Patrick Ewing led the Knicks, 
who last won eight in a row in 
1972-73, with 28 points. 

Jazz 117, Heat 98 

In Salt Lake City, Karl 
Malone scored 26 ofhis 33 points 
in the second half as Utah han- 
ded Miami its sixth straight loss. 

. . Malone,. held scoreless in the 
second quarter, had 12 points in 
the third period as Utah outs- 
cored Miami 26-16 to take a 75- 
67 lead. He added 14 in the final 
quarter as the Jazz broke the 
game open, outscoring Miami 
42-31. 

Malone, who shot 12-for-17 
from the field, also grabbed 15 
rebounds. John Stockton bad 1 1 
points and 17 assists for the Jazz. 

Glen Rice led Miami with 19 
points and Rony Seikaiy added 
17 points and 1 6 rebounds. 

Bulls 117, Bulled 11 2, (OT) 

In - Landover, Maryland, 
Michael Jordan, held to 20 
points in regulation, scored eight 
m overtime as Chicago defeated 
Washington. 

Chicago also got 28 points 
from Scottie Pippea, matching 
his season high, and Horace. 
Grant had 21. 

Jordan hit a jumper with 3:44 
left in overtime to tie the game 
107-107. Bill Cartwright’s free 
throws at 2:07 put the Bulls 
ahead by two, ana Jordan added 
baskets at 1:18 and 26.6 seconds 
to make it 113-109. 

Washington’s Darrell Walker 
had his second triple-double of 
the season, and fourth of his 
career, with 12 .'points,* 12 
rebounds and 15 assists. Jeff 
Malone led. Washington swtfi 29 
points, and Bernard Kinghad 24r 

Hornets 111, Rockata 92 

In Charlotte, North Carolina, 
Annon Gilliam's season-high 24 


points and 35 rebounds helped 


iotte win its second con- 
secutive game, a victory over 
Houston. 

Charlotte outsco red the Rock- 
ets 1 5-2 to open the fourth period 
and shot a season-high 55 jper 
cent from the field, their first tune 
over 50 per cent in 19 games. 

It was the first time all season 
Charlotte has won back-to-back 
games and it was the team's first- 
ever win over Houston in five 


Pacars 109, Atlanta 98 

In Indianapolis, Regg e Miller 
scored28pointsandignitedal4- 
4 stretch run that earned Indiana 
over Atlanta for its fifth straight 
victory. 

Atlanta scored seven straight 
points on Dominique Wilkins’ 3- 
pointer and baskets by Cliff 
Levin gston and Antoine Carr to 
take a 92-91 lead with 5:17 left. 

It was 101-96 after an 
exchange of points before Mike 
Sanders and Detlef Schrempf 
responded with baskets for 
Inriwma to put the game out of 
reach. 

Wilkins led Atlanta with 31 
its and Rik Smits added 22 


Cavritars 110, Sum 102 
In Richfield, Ohio, Mark Price 
scored 12 of his 24 points in the 
fourth quarter and Cleveland 
bdd Tom Chambers scoreless 
from the field in the second half 
as the Cavaliers stopped a five- 
game losing streak by beating 
Phoenix. 

■ Price and Steve Kerr each hit 
two 3-pointers in the second half 
to- bring Cleveland back from a 
60-54 halftim e deficit. 

■ Pfarians 117, Heta 106 

In Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
Gerald Henderson led a 34-13 
second-half run with two 3 -poin- 
ters as Detroit broke open a close 
game and coasted to victory over 
New Jersey. 

Joe Barry Carroll’s hook shot 
with 6:22 remaining in Lhe third 
period tied the score 64-64, but 
Detroit outsco red the Nets 18-9 
for lhe rest of the period for an 
82-73 lead. 

The Pistons went on to lead 98- 
77 less than four minutes into the 
fourth quarter and weren’t 
threatened aeain. 

Hamricks 118, Nuggets 109, (OT) 

. b Dallas, Rolando Blackman 
scored five points of his 29 points 
ia overtime, leading the Dallas 
Mavericks to a victory that broke 
ti» Denver Nuggets’ five-game 
winning streak. 

.. James Donaldson added 20 
points and 16 rebounds, record- 
ing his fifth consecutive double- 
double in those categories. 
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Hangover for Napoli 


Happy New Year for Real Madrid 


MADRID, Jan 1, (Reuters): . 
Spanish League leaders Real 
Madrid greeted the New Year as 
the happy holders of a goal-scor- 
ing record but their Italian coun- 
terparts Napoli were still suffer- 
ing the hangover of their first 
defeat of the season. 

Real trainer John Toshack’s 


only regret after his side bad 


only regret alter 
t bracked Osasuna 4-1 on Satur- 
day to notch up a record 40 goals 
in their first nine games was that 
the margin of victoiy was not 


even 


re could have scored more 
goals if the conditions of the 
pitch had been better,” the 
jubilant Briton said. 

Napoli’s defeat, 3-0 to middle- 
of- the- table Lazio, owed much 
to an uninspired performance 
from captain Diego Maradona 
and has made life tougher at the 


top for the ride, now only two 
points ahead to defending cham- 
pions IntemazionaJe. 

By contrast Real, six points 
dear at the top, are brimming 
with confidence for their next big 
challenge — a clash with local 
rivals Atletico Madrid next 
weekend. 

Toshack was full of praise for 
his attacltingfonnation. “Michel 
(Gonzalez), Martin Vazquez and 
(Emilio) Butragueno played with 
great intelligence,” he said. 
'They moved all around the 
pitch, going forward and falling 
rack. It’s very difficult to stop 
them when they play like that" 

Barcelona were smarting with 
indignation after a disputed pen- 
alty which contributed to their 
first home defeat of the season, a 
4-3 loss to Sevilla. 

Referee Brito Arceo awarded 


Sevifla, then trailing 3-1, a pen- 
alty in the 77th minute when 
Ricardo Serna brought down 
Austrian Anton Polster, 
apparently well outride the pen- 
alty area, 

Polster converted the penalty 
and two more goals followed 
within eight minutes. “Now I am 
beginning to understand why 
Barcelona never win any tro- 
phies”, disconsolate Barcelona 
midfielder Jose Lopez Recarte 
said. 


“What was lacking? I don't 
know. It was a good Napoli, we 
played well but we weren’t able to 
score. That’s all,” he added. 

European champions AC 
Milan, who on Wednesday 
tackle bottom-of-the-table 
Verona, look the most promising 
ride as the First Division reaches 
its halfway point. 


In Italy, Maradona was far 
from downhearted about 
Napoli’s defeat 
“Fm happy,” said the Argen- 
tine superstar, who found mm- 


A win against Verona, in a 
match postponed because of the 
World Club Championship 
match against Colombia’s 
Atletico National which Milan 
won last month, would put 
Milan into joint second place 
with InlernazdonaJe. 


ofltaly’s sports pat 
ping training ana disappearing 
two days before the Lazio match. 


But Milan's Marco van Bas- 
ten, crowned European Foot- 
baller of the Year last month for 
the second year running, 
advocated caution. 


American Football League 


Steelers upset Oilers in playoff overtime 


HOUSTON. Jan I, (Reuter): Gary Anderson 
booted a 50-yard field goal in sudden death over- 
time to lift die Pittsburgh Steelers to a 26-23 upset 
victory over the Houston Oilers in the National 
FootbaB League playoffs yesterday. 

Anderson, who kicked four fiekf goals without a 
miss, made the winner after Pittsburgh sent the 
game into sudden-death with a touchdown that tied 
the score at 23-23 with 46 seconds left in regulation 
time. 


The victory moved Pittsburgh into the American 
Football Conference semifinals against the Denver 
Broncos next Sunday. The Buffalo Bills travel to 
Cleveland to play the Browns in the other semifinal 
on Saturday. 

The National Football Conference wildcard 
I an upset as the visiting 


Los Angeles Rams beat the 


21 - 


7. The Rams advanced to an NFC semifinal against 
the New York Giants on Sunday, while the San 
Francisco 49en host the Minnesota Vikings on 

Saturday. _ ___ _ ■ 

Pittsburgh’s tmujiph continued aa aniazmg- 
co me back for the Steelers who lost their first two 
games this season by an aggregate 92-10 before 
finishing with a9-7 record. 

Anderson’s deciding field goal came after a 
ferocious tackle erf 1 Lorenzo White by defensive 
back Rod Woodson earned a fumble ou Houston's 
first possession of overtime. Woodson also made 
the recovery on Pittsburgh’s 46-yard line. 

Behind the strong nmning of fallback Merril 
Hoge, Pittsburgh moved to the Houston 33 yard 

line to set up Anderson's game-winning kick. 

The Steelers had trailed Houston, who came on 
strong after a slow start, by 23-16 with the naming 


the game \ 

when Hoge divetTin from the one for a touchdown 
that capped an 82-yard march. 

Pittsburgh won th e coi n toss t o sta rt overtime 
"and received theTrickoflT-but wenTJorced” to punt. 
Woodson’s crushing tackle that forced the fumble 
came soon after. 


vau n. vwu «uim. 

The Steelers led Houston 10-6 at the half, scoring 
the only touchdown by capitalising on a blocked 
punt by Jerry Otsav&ky. On fourth and indies from 
the nine, running back Tim Worley burst through 


moved 
made it 10-6 


the line and scored for a 7-0 lead. 

A pair of field goals by Tt 
Houston within one before,' 
with a 25-yard kick. 

Far-h tram had a field goal in the third quarter 
and Anderson booted another at the start of the 
fourth to give Pittsburgh a 16-9 lead. 



Manchester United’s Mark Hughes dodges past Wimbledon's John Scales (right) during their First Division 
match at Plough Lane. The match was drawn 2-2. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Liverpool most likely to stay on top in 90’s 


LONDON, Jan I, (Reuter): 
After, more than two decades - 
Liverpool still bestride English 
soccer. 

They enter the 1990s on top of 
the First Division and the club 
most likely to stay there. 

If the colossus wobbles, then it 
is not for long and woe to anyone 
who tries to write them off. 

Under the guidance of Bill 
S hankl y, Bob Paisley and now 
Kenny Dalglish, Liverpool have 
come to dominate the English 


game in an unprecedented man- 
ner. _ 

Their 1 7 League title successes 
(10 since 1973) far outstrip 
nearest challengers Arsenal and 
Evcrton (nine each). 

Three of their Football 
Association (FA) Cup successes 
have come since 1974 and they 
are the current holders. 

After Saturday's 1-0 League 
win over Charlton they go into 
the new year with a four-point 
lead over Aston Villa and five 


ahead of champions Arsenal. 

The squad is so strong Dalgl- 
ish can even afford to leave the 
likes ofPeter Beardsley and Steve 
McMahon on the substitutes 
bench. Many a club would give 


their eye-teeth for players with 
one quarter the skill, energy and 


vision of either man. 

Given such a talented set of 
players, can Liverpool rule the 
next 10 years? Dalglish said: “If 
there is anybody going to be top 
this isthedub that deserves to be. 


Italy’s Manfredonia 
emerges from coma 


ROME, Jan 1. (AP): Soccer player LI one Do Manfredonia, who was 
felled by a heart attack during a Roma-Bologna match, emerged from a 
coma today and said his first words since he was stricken on Saturday. 

“I had just wished him a happy new year,” his wife, Carolina, told 
reporters at a Bologna hospital where Manfredonia was taken after 
collapsing five minutes into play. “He opened his eyes, asked how he 
wound up hero and asked me to go find him a cigarette.” 

Doctors had expressed worry that the 33-year-old athlete for Roma 
might have suffered brain damage when his heart stopped twice in the 
first minutes following the attack. 

Manfredonia regained consciousness earlier than they expected, 
causing doctors to be more optimistic today. 

Damele Bracchetti, head of the cardiology department ofBologna’s 
Maggidfft ’'Hospital Manfredonia “is able TSTfOove 
^qgtttq h crs s ome events ofhis career, so I am convinced we areopagood i 
raicahk." ■ - 

’’ The doctor also said the player asked his wife who won thematch and 
was happy that his team was victorious. 

White Manfredonia was m a coma, doctors had expressed doubts he 
would ever be able to play again, and it was unclear if today’s eariier- 
than-expected rebounding changed his prognosis. 


Ecuadorian wins 
St Silvester race 


SAO PAULO, Jan 1, (AP): 
Roland Vera of Ecuador yester- 
day 4 od an unprecedented 
fourth consecutive win in Sao 
Paulo's annual St Silvester 
footrace. 

The 24-year-old Vera, who 
won his first St Silvester race in 
1986, ran the 12.6-km (7.8-mile) 
race in 36 minutes, 45 seconds. 

In the woman's race, Maria 
Del Carmen Diaz of Mexico was 
the winner in 43:52. 

Only two other athletes have 
won as many times as Vera, but 
not consecutively. They were: 
Gaston Roelants of Belgium in 
1964, 1965. 1967 and 1968. and 
Colombia's Victor Mora in 1972, 
1973, 1975 and 1981. 


Second place went to Brazil's 
Valdenor Dos Santos in 37:09. 


Roberto Alonzo Maivael in 
37.34. 

It took Vera about 10 minutes 
to work his way through hun- 
dreds of runners and make ft to 
the front to take' the . lead lit a 
steady drizzle and strong winds. 

For a few kilometres, Vera 
shared the lead with Uruguay’s 
Nelson Zamora, Dimantmo Dos 
Santos and Valdenor Dos San- 
tos, also of Brazil. 

About halfway through the 
race Vera and Valdenor Dos 
Santos had left everyone else far 
behind. For about 15 minutes 
they ran side- by-side with one 
takmg the lead for a few seconds 
before being overtaken by the 
other. 


He was followed by compatriots 
Diamantino Dos Santos in 37:28 
and Delmir Dos Santos in 37:31. 
Fifth place went to Mexico’s 


At the start of the final two-km 
(just over a mile) uphill stretch 
Dos Santos started tiring and 
Vera quickly outdistanced him 
by about 30 metres (90 feet). 


Dunhili powerboat surprises partygoers 

New Year's Eve partygoers at Bahrain's Diplomat hotel 
received an unexpected thrill when they learned that the 
prize in the D unh ili draw was no less than a $30,000 
speedboat. 


The gleaming 20 foot Horizon 200 speedboat with a 225 
h.p. Johnson engine stood innocently at the hotel’s 
entrance as unsuspecting guests filed into the hotel for 
Bahrain's most prestigious social event of the year. 


At 1 1:30, Kathleen Pistillo, the well-known TV 
personality from Bahrain Channel 55 conducted the prize 
draw and announced the lucky prize winner’s name. A 
replica mode! of the speedboat was revealed in the foyer of 
the hotel and a further announcement confirmed that 
indeed the magnificent speedboat everyone had admired 
at the entrance was in fact the Dunhili prize. A 
spontaneous round of applause followed as the dazed, yet 
delighted winner stepped up amidst a fanfare of music to 
receive the keys to this most glamorous of prizes. 


Said an excited partygoer “we knew the prize was going to 
be special because Dunhili were presenting it, but we had 
no idea it would be as extravagant as this. We thought the 
boat at the entrance was just a display and couldn’t 
possibly have been the evening’s prize.” 


The powerboat, especially painted in Dunhili burgundy . 
and grey was complete with stereo radio/cassette system, 
remote-controlled flashlights, navigational compass and 
trailer. 
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Hopman Cup 

PERTH, Jan 1, (AP): Arantxa San- 
chez outplayed Pam Shrivcr 6-3, 6-3 
tonight to lead Spam to a2-I victory 
over the United States in the final of 
the Hopman Cup team tennis tour- 
nament at the Burs wood Super- 
dome. 

Emilio Sanchez defeated John 
McEnroe 5-7, 7-5, 7-5 in an iH- tem- 
pered men's singles to give Spain a 
1-0 lead, but the US levelled when 
McEnroe and Shriver defeated the 
brother and sister combination 6-3, 
6-2 in the mixed doubles. 

They left the women's singles to 
decide the final of the 1 2-team exhibi- 
tion event and veteran Shriver 
proved no match for ultra-consistent 
IS- year-old French Open champion 
Sanchez, 

Queensland Open 

BRISBANE, Jan 1, (AP): Veteran 
Japanese player Etsuko Inoue upset 
ninth seeded Australian Anne M in- 
ter in three sets today in the first 
round of the SI 50,000 Danone 
Queensland Open women's tennis 
championship at the Milton Tennis 

Centre. 

Inoue, who went into the match 
with a 1-5 record against Min ter, 
triumphed 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 to gain the 
round of 32 in 0 k 56-draw event. 

Minter was playing her first tour- 
nament since the Federation Cup in 
Tokyo in October and her lack of 
fitness told in the final set. 

Relay marathon 

BARCELONA, Jan MAP): US run- 
ners won the Ekidem-89 inter- 
national marathon relay race by 
women's teams in Barcelona. 

The US team won the 42. 1-km (26- 
mile) race run through the streets of 
Barcelona in 2:19:22. Japan finished 
second, just three seconds behind. 
Portugal was third with 2i20 32. 

Paris-Dakar rally 

PARIS, Jan I. (Reuter): Provisional 
leaders after the fourth stage of the 
Paris-Dakar rally from Sabha to 
Tiimu in Libya today: 

Cars: 

1. Ari Vatanen (Finland) Peugeot \ 
four hours 49 minutes three seconds 
time penalties; 2. Bjom WakJegaard 
(Sweden) Peugeot 48 minutes seven 
seconds behind; 3. Philippe Wamber- 
gue (France) Peugeot, 1:51:02; j 
SaJvadore Servia (Spain) Range 
Rover, 2:46:18; 5. Andrew Cowan 
(Britain) Mitsubishi, 2:49:22; 6. 
Henri Pescarolo (France) Range 
Rover, 334:59; 7. Alain Amrosino 
(France) Peugeot, 3:37:13; 8. Raoul 
Raymondis (France) Range Rover, 
4:00:48. 

BP nationals 

WELLINGTON, Jan I, (AP): Lars 
Wahlgren upset defending champion 
Kelly Evernden today as Swedish 
players sparkled on the first day of 
the $150,000 BP nationals tour- 
nament, opening event of the New 
Association or Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) tour. 

Fast-rising Wahlgren, who made 
the final of die Australian Indoor- 
championships in October, out-las- 
ted fourth seeded New Zealander 
Evernden 3-6,7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (7-5) in a 
marathon centre court battle at the 
Ren ouf Tennis Centre. 

Wahlgren was joined in the second 
round of the 32-draw tournament by 
compatriots Lars Johnson and 
Christian Bergstrom. 

Ski jumping 

LAKE PLACID, New York, Jan 1, 
(AP): Daniel O’Meara of the US nor- 
dic combined ski team made two 84- 
metre jumps Saturday to win the 
annual New Year’s 70-metre ski 
jump. 

O’Meara, of the US, finished with 
212.7 points, edging team-mate Joe 
Holland, also of the US, who collec- 
ted 21 1.9 points on jumps of 84 and 
85 metres. 

Kirk Allen, a Canadian ski team 
member, who third with 211.4 points 
on jumps of84and 85 metres. Kaario 
Rautio of Canada (207.7) and Todd 
Wilson of the US (195.5) placed 
fourth and fifth, respectively. 

Shield cricket 

BRISBANE, Jan 1, (Reuter): Scores 
at the close of the third day of the 
four-day Sheffield Shield cricket 
match yesterday. 

New South Wales 367 and 146 for 
seven (Trevor Bayliss 47, Steve 
Storey four for 19), Queensland 265 
(Peter Clifford 75, Chris Smart 58). 

Sheffield Shield standings 
(tabulate under played, won. drawn, 
lost, points): 

Queensland 5 2 2 1 18 

New South Wales 4 I 2 1 10 

Victoria 6 I 5 0 10 

Tasmania 4 0 4 0 4 

South Australia 4 0 2 2 2 

Western Australia 3 0 3 0 2 

Dunwoody guilty 

NEWBURY. Jan I, (Reuter): Desen 
Orchid's jockey Richard Dunwoody 
picked up his second suspension this 
week when found guilty of using his 
whip with unreasonable frequency 
on Saturday. 

Dunwoody was banned for two 
days after Brown Windsor was 
beaten by a neck in the Mandarin 
chase. 

A video of the race showed Dun- 
woody had hit Brown Windsor 19 
times from the second last fence, ins- 
tead of the allowed figure of 10. 

Welterweight title 

AMIENS. France, Jan 1, (Reuter): 
Young French challenger Antoine 
Fernandez took the European wel- 
terweight title on Saturday when he 
defeated Italy's experienced defend- 
ing champion Nino La Rooca on a 
unanimous points decision. 

Fernandez, 24, surprised 30-year- 
old Mauritanian-born La Rocca 
with a left hook which sent him Hying 
into the ropes near the end of the first 
round. 

The Frenchman, making his 
second attempt on a European 
crown, had bam on the defensive 
until then from a furious opening 
onslaught by the Italian. 


Victory wins Dubai powerboat race 


By Gail Seery 

VICTORY 7, a 32 foot lou| skater 
inboard, crewed by Randy Seism and 
Khalf an Hareb, took its third con- 
secutive Group A win in yesterday’s 
Dubai Offshore Powerboat Race. 
Following its past form, the boat 
opened out a lead early in the race 
and then took it easy. However, this 
was the first real test for the boat as it 
was raring against a fellow inboard 
for the first time. 

The new boat, a 32 footer impor- 
ted from America especially for this 
race, was crewed by Salem Junta and 
Joe Impersia, but any hopes that it 
would be able to break Victory 7's 
winning streak were Hash ed. At first 
the distance between the boats was 
close, and though Junta was trailing, 
it nevertheless appeared that be was 
within challenging distance. 
However by the end ofthe second lap 
it was dear that this would not be 
possible, and the Victory boat was 
able to take it easy. 

Once again, the sheer power of the 
inboard boats was demonstrated 
with panache. On the first, short lap 
of the race, the in boards came 
through with about three minutes 
between them and the rest of the 
pack. 

On the second, identical lap, the 
gap had lengthened to around 6 min- 
utes. 

The next lap was a long one, and 
after the inboard boats had rounded 
the turn and disappeared, spectators 
had to wait a further 9 minutes before 
the third placed boat roared through. 
At the end of the second lap Victory 7 
had a good twenty second lead over 
the Emirates boat in second place by 
the end of the race the gap had grown 
still more. 

“That was the hardest we've ever 
run the boat,” said Seism after the 
race. ‘"In the be ginning there was 
tough competition, but by the end of 
the second lap we*d taken a good 
lead, and we were confident that 


there was no pressure. We took it 
easy for the last two laps,” added 
Khaifan Hareb, making his debut in 
Victory 7, filling in for Hamad 
Buhalioa who is away in Pakistan. 
Hareb has previously piloted Victory 
166, which has dominated Group B. 

“The inboard is safe and more 
comfortable than the outboards,” 
added Hareb. “And the best thing is 
that you beat everybody,” be joked. 

Third place in Group A was taken 
in a special “Dubai Craft boat,” 
crewed by Ahmed Juma, NflHotms 
and Faired Siddiqui. They in turn 
were well ahead of the rest of the 
pack, and for many, could be said to 
nave won the “real race,” that bet- 
ween the boats of similar engine 
capabilities. 

“At the start we were lying about 
ninth, and then we moved forwards,” 
explained Ahmed Juma. “I was never 
looking at Gist or second place. We 
could not challenge the in boards who 
have SOOtap more than us.” 

Fourth place in Group A was 
taken by Dubai 3, crewed by Jamal 
and Sundl Bin Khalifa, who were 
running third for much of the race, 
but who fell back on tbe penultimate 
lap. 

The second of the Victory boats, 
crewed by Saeed and Hasher Al 
Maktoum, came in fifth in Group A, 
despite more of the problems which 
have dogged this boat's career. 
Hasher AJ Maktoum said, “the 
engine stopped more than four times. 
We were stopped for ten minutes 
before we managed to restart the cen- 
tre engine, and after that things were 
better.” 

Tbe Kuwait entrants in Group A 
finished in a wedge. Khaled A1 
Khaled was the first of the Kuwaitis 
home, repeating an impressive per- 
formance which saw him take second 
overall in a special race in Dubai in 
October, held in honour of Sultan 
Qaboos. He was reporting no 
problems, and finished eighth m the 
Group. Al Khaled was driving a 


Cougar catamaran, sponsored by 
TQda Rice, and was partnered by 
FaddAlSayafe. 

MishalAlJarallah was ninth, after 
more ipm problems with his centre 
engine. The Kouros sponsored boat 
was running weD until tbe final lap. 
“We lost rpm on the final section,” 
said thronkman Fernando. Jarallah 
had made adjustments to the boat 
aimed at solving this problem, but 
deariy this has not yet been sorted 
out “We could have done much, 
much better,” said a disappointed 
Fernando. 

Hossam Al Sayafe, sponsored by 
Merit, came in tenth in Group A. 
after a dramatic problem which saw 
bis left engine catching lire, and his 
throttleman Ghanem Al Othman 
swimming to fetch an additional fire 
extinguisher from another boat. This 
happened at the start of the race, but 
the pair continued on low power. 

IfYictory were able to repeat their 
success story in Group A, their bid 
fora bat trick in Group B was thwar- 
ted. Victory 166 led tbe group for 
much of the race, and afterwards 
Terry Ayres said that there was no 

E roblem with the boat or its engines, 
ut it was Abdulla Ah' Bin Hap and 
Khaled Ismail who took first place in 
a locally manufactured 26 foot Al 
Sha’alli Marine Tigercat. “When we 
got into the rougher water the longer 
boat had the advantage,” added 
Ayres. Victory 266 is a 24 foot skater. 

This is a splendid result for Al 
Sha’alli Marine, who are fast build- 
ing an impressive race pedigree. 
Team-mates Saeed Al Sha'aDi and 
Saleh Bukefi woe not so lucky but 
still made it to fourth place in Group 
B. 

Third place in Group B was taken 
by Khaled Bakhit, despite two break 
downs. “We fen back mid eight boats 
passed us, but we caught them 
again,” explained Bakhit who is part- 
nered in tbe Unimarine/Unimix boat 
by his brother Homid. 

Another Victory Skater 24 “Long 


Shot” made it to fifth place in Group 
B, but on the whole, their domination 
of this class was broken. 

Again the Kuwaiti entrants fini- 
sbedina wedge. ThabitAl Banai was 


the first racer home in Group B, tak- 
ing 1 2th place. Followed by Hisham 

arm Saleh AJ Haye. Nawaf Al Mar- 

zook, brought his boat into fifteenth 

place. 

“The throttles broke and *vc went 
bade to the engine and tied a rope,” 
said Al Maraook. The engines had 
spark plug problems, and then the 
engine cover blew away. Finally the 
left engine broke down. “Then we 
cried,” joked Marzook. 

64 boats made it to the start buoys; 
of these 36 completed tbe race. Tbe 
first boat back into harbour was the 
much vaunted home made Victory 
boat, billed as the lightest boat com- 
peting anywhere. “The boat is defin- 
itely fast,” said its driver Salem 
Khalifa. “Unfortunately we had 
engine problems and couldn't con- 
tinue. We would definitely have won 
Group B.” 

Perhaps one of the saddest withdr- 
awals was that of Khalifa Al Qatami 
and Abdulla Al Badx; the course had 
been lengthened for this race and the 
pair simply ran out of fnd in the last 
section of the event. 

Ahmed Al Ansari was also 
unlucky, and lost his ce ntre engine. 
“We were at the front ofthe pack, but 
we were continually losing speed, 
and we stopped altogether on the last 
lap.” His brother Abdullah had an 
ignition problem which cost him 
precious minutes. To add to the 
problem, he then missed his way. 

J. Mawet, secretary-general of the 
UIM, declared that he was very 
impressed with the standard of this 
race. Officer of the Day was Major 
Saeed Hareb. “The mam thing was 
that this race was held as part of the 
Jebel AH celebrations. I hoped we 
would do something good for than. 
Most important for me was that 
there were no casualties,” said 
Hareb. 


MishalAlJarallah 


Aston Villa and Arsenal 
keep pressure on Liverpool 


LONDON, Jan 1, (Reuter): 
Aston Villa and Arsenal took 
advantage of Liverpool's late 
kick-off to close tbe gap at the 
top of English soccer’s First Div- 
ision with impressive victories 
today. 

Arsenal began the new year in 
storming form, bouncing back 
from two successive defeats with 
a crushing 4-1 win at home to 
Crystal Palace. Villa won 3-0 at 
fifth-placed Chelsea to stay 
second, one point behind Liver- 
pool. 

But Liverpool had Lhe oppor- 
tunity to restore their lead of four 
points over Villa and five over 
champions Arsenal in Iheir telev- 
ised match at Nottingham Forest 
which started two hours after the 
rest of the First Division 
programme. 

Arsenal striker Alan Smith hit 
two goals, opening the scoring 
after 22 minutes and notching up 
his 11th of the two minutes 
before halftime to make it 4-1 . 

Villa, who took over second 
spot from Arsenal when they 
beat the title holders 2-1 on 
Saturday, inflicted a third suc- 
cessive home defeat on Chelsea. 

Arsenal were 2-0 up after 29 
minutes through Smith and Lee 
Dixon. Mid-table palace pulled a 
goal back four minutes later 
when Alan Pardew’s shot deflec- 
ted offTony Adam*- Into the net 

Arsenal captain Adams res- 
tored the two-goal lead seven 
minutes before halflime and 
Smith made it four in the 43rd 
minute. 

Villa maintained their cham- 
pionship challenge with a third 
successive victory. Full-back 
Kevin Gage opened the scoring 
in the 33rd minute, Tony Daley 
added the second alter 47 and the 
League's leading scorer David 
Platt took his season's tally to 1 7 
in the 57th minute. 


Results 

EngHsh Drrisioa One 
Notts Forest 2 Liverpool 

Arsenal 4 C Palace 1 

Chariton 2 Soulhaxnp 4 

Chelsea 0 Aston Villa 3 

Coventry 0 Tottenham 0 

Everton 2 Luton ! 

M. United 0 QPR 0 

MiDwall I Derby 1 

Norwich OWhnbledon 1 

SWed 2 Man City 0 

Notts Forest V Liverpool 1705 
GMTkiekolT 

English Divisioa Two 
Blackburn 2 Bradford 2 

Bournemouth 2 Plymouth 2 

Hull 3 Sunderland 2 

Leeds 1 Oldham I 

Middlesbrough 0 Stoke I 

Newcastle 1 Wolverhamp 4 

Oxford 3 S. United 0 

Portsmouth 2 Leicester 3 

Port Vale 5 Ipswich 0 

Watford 0 Swindon 2 

West Bromwich 3 Brighton 0 

West Ham 4 Barnsley 2 

Scottish Premier Division 
Hearts 2 Hibernian 0 

EngHsh Division Three 
Birmingham 1 F ulham l 

Blackpool 2 Huddersfield 2 

Brentford 4 Walsall 0 

Bristol Gty 2 Preston I 

Bury 2 L Orient 0 

Cardiff v Reading postponed 
Crewe 1 Notts Co untyO 

Northampton 1 Chester 0 

Rotherham 3 B Rovers 2 

Shrewsbury i Swansea I 

Tranmere v Bolton evening kickoff 
Wigan 4 Mansfield 0 

EngHsh OrritiM Foot 
Cambridge U. 0 Burnley 1 • 
Carlisle 2 York 1 

Chesterfield v Doncaster late kickoff 


bus CountyO 


Colchester 

Exeter 

Grimsby 

Halifax 

Hereford 

Maidstone 

Rochdale 

Scarborough 

Wrexham 


3 Hartlepool 1 

3 Torquay 0 

4 Stockport 2 

2 P Borough 2 

1 Gillingham 2 

5 Aldershot 1 

0 Southend I 

2 Lincoln 0 


Wrexham 0 Scunthorpe 0 

Scottish Division Two 
Brechin 1 Montrose 1 

Chesterfield 0 Doncaster 1 


Misha! in action during the race 


Sky Lark 

defeat 

Bombay 


SKY Lark C.C. defeat Bombay 
Youth C.C and win the winner 
trophy of Haji Mohammad Sami 
Khan memorial cricket tour- 
nament at the Salmi ya Cricket 
Club ground in Salmiya on 
Friday, 29, 89. 

After winning the toss Sky 
Lark C.C. Optra to bat first. 
They scored 112 runs in 25.1 
overs and all were out. Phillip’s 
Vo I ter and Manzoor were top 
scorer 19,12 and 10. 

In reply Bombay Youth C.C. 
unable to manage the required 
target They were all out at 95 
runs in 263 overs. At one time 
match was in Bombay Youth 
hand but the Sky Lark fielders 
and bowlers crushed the dream 
of Bombay Youth to win the 
final trophy. Bombay Youth lop 
scorers were Yaqboob, Ashok 
and Daved, 26,22 and 17. 

At the end of the match. Haji 
Mohammed Sami Khan 
memorial cricket tournament 
reached in closing ceremony. 
This tournament started on Sept 
15, and ended on Dec 29. The 
tournament chief guest, Syed 
Akbar Afridi, first secretary of 
Pakistan embassy in Kuwait 
gave away the prizes to the 
players. Bombay Youth C.C. 
received runners-up shield, 
prizes and honourable cer- 
tificates. Tournament secretary 
Mohammad Hasib Khan also 
announced the Man of the Tour- 
nament. Mohammad Saleem 
from Sky Lark C.C. Mohmood 
Ahmed, tour managing director 
of Al Manea Container Service 
gave the prize to Mohammad 



The Victory 7 races to victory. 


Sri Lanka beat Pakistan 



PERTH, Jan 1, (Reuter): Sri 
Lanka beat Pakistan by three 
wickets in their World Senes Cup 
cricket tie yesterday but their sur- 
prise triumph was soured by a 
fine for a slow over rate. 

Athula Samarasekera hit a 
splendid 60 and Aravinda de 
Silva 40 as the Sri Lankans, set 
223 to record their first win of the 
triangular competition, reached 
their target for the loss of seven 
wickets with plenty to spare. 

But the Sri Lankans, beaten by 
Australia in their two previous 
games, had to hand back most of 
their winning prize of 3,000 
doDar ($2,400) when they were 
fined 1,800 dollars ($1,440) for 
bowling fewer than the required 
50 overs. 

Pakistan were also fined for a 
poor over rate but their 600 
dollar ($480) penalty took into 
account a four-minute injury 
delay to Sri Lankan opener 
Roshan Mahanama. 

He had to leave the Geld hurt 
after a blow to the groin and 
when Hashan Tillerkeratne was 
dismissed with the score on eight, 
the Sri I.ankans looked to be 
heading for their third defeat 

But Asanka Gurusinha and 
Samarasekera shared a 95-run 
partnership to set up the impres- 
sive victory — Samarasekera 
lashing his 60 off 89 balls 
Gurusinha hit 37 from 50 
deliveries. 

A wounded Mahanama retur- 
ned to steer his side to victory 
withaspirited 19 as the Sri Lank- 
ans notched only their third one- 


day international success in Aus- 
tralia. 

Pakistan had started their 
innings slowly, scoring just 40 
runs off 17 overs with opener 
Aaraer Malik hitting 21 runs 
from his first 55 balls. 

They looked to be heading into 
trouble after losing Shoaib 
Mohammad and Mansoor Akh- 
tar with tbe total on 51 until 
Saeed Anwar injected some 
urgency into the scoring with 33 
runs off 36 balls before being run 
out with tbe score on 1 17. 

Aamer continued to 
accumulate doggedly and was 
top scorer with 69. His half cen- 
tury came off 1 02 balls. 

But it was Javed and captain 
Imran, making Lheir first 
appearance in Australia this 
season, who made the difference 
with a magnificent late innings 
display of improvised hitting 
which carried the Pakistanis to 
222 for seven. 

Imran scored 32 off 25 balls 
and Miandad hit 43 before being 
dismissed by a brilliant catch in 
the swirling wind by Samarasek- 
era. 

Scoreboard 

PAKISTAN 

Shoaib Mohammad b Ratnayoke...9 

Aamer Malik b Ralnayeke 69 

Mansoor Akhtar run out 13 

Saeed Anwar run out 33 

Javed Miandad c Samarasekera b 

Labrooy _ 43 

Imran Khan c and b Labrooy... 32 

EJaz Ahmed not out 3 

Wasim Akram run out 0 

Abdul Qadir not out.... 0 


Extras {b- ! lb-5 w- n nb-3j 20 

Toial (seven wtckeis — 47overs)222 
Fall of wickets. i-27 2-5! 3-117 4- 
151 5-206 6-220 7-221 
□id not bac Aaqib Javed. VVaqar 
Vounus 

Bowling: Labrooy 10- 1-43-2 (Infc 
3wj. Ravi Ralnayeke 10-2-33-2 (2nb). 
Wiiegunawardene 7-0-27-0. Rumesh 
Ratnayake 9-0-54-0 l?w). Ran- 
atunga 4-0-18-0 (3wl. Gurusinha 7- 
0-41-0 (3w). 

SRI LANKA 

R. Mahanama not out 19 

A. Samarasekera c Aaqib b Gadir 60 
H. Tillekeratne c Aamer b Akram .. 1 
A Gurusinha b Vounus 37 

Aravinda de Silva c Imran b Akram40 
A Ranatunga run out 0 

S. Jayasunya c Aamer b Imran . 24 

R. Ralnayeke c Anwar b Imran .. . 2 

R. Ralnayeke not out 1 

Extras (b- 1 lb-22 w- 1 0 nb-6) ... 39 
Total (seven wickets — 45.3 
overs) 223 

Fall Of wickets: 1-8 2-103 3-120 4- 
124 5-1796-205 7-211 
Did not bat Graeme Labrooy. 
Kapila Wijeguna war dene 
Bowling: Wasim Akram 10-1-37-2 
(2nb tw), Aaqib Javed 10-0*45-0 
(Inb 1w). Waqar Younus fl-1-44-1 
<2nb 5w). Imran 9.3-1-40-2 (3w). 
Qadir 8-0-34-1 (inb) 

Result: Sri Lanka won by Ihree 
wickets 

Man-ol-the-Match Athula 
Samarasekera 

Next maich. Australia v Pakistan 
Melbourne. Jan 3. 

Standings — 

Standings after the third 
match. (Tabulate under matches 
played, won. lost, points, run 
rale). 

Australia 2 2 - 4 4.92 

Sri Lanka 3 1 2 2 438 

Parisian 1-10 4.72 
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Sky Lark team with the chief guest after winning the match. 


Sky Lark captain receiving the trophy. 


Salmiya club manager receiving the trophy. 









